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Questions Raised by New 
Covenant Theology

What about Tithing?

Much of the material in this lesson has been shamelessly 
borrowed from an article by Thomas Schreiner on The Gospel 
Coalition web site:

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-reasons-christians-
not-required-to-tithe/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-reasons-christians-not-required-to-tithe/


What about Tithing?

ω¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άǘƛǘƘŜέ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ IŜōǊŜǿ 
word (maser) meaning one tenth.

ωMany think that believers in Christ should tithe, 
i.e. give 10% of their gross income to their 
church.

ωaŀƴȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ άǘƛǘƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎέ 
in their worship services to refer to the giving 
that goes on their church.

ωAre those who think and speak in this way 
correct? 

ωWhat does the Bible say about tithing? And, in 
particular, what does the Bible say concerning 
the giving of believers in the New Covenant?



Tithing in the Old Testament

ωThe first mention of tithing in the Bible is in 
Genesis 14:17-20 where we are told that 
Abraham paid a tenth (tithe) of the spoils of 
battle to Melchizedek.

ωThe writer of Hebrews later appeals to this 
account to show the superiority of 
aŜƭŎƘƛȊŜŘŜƪΩǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ [ŜǾƛΩǎ 
(Hebrews 7:4-10).

ωGod met Jacob at Bethel and promised him 
covenant blessings; the patriarch promised to 
give back to God a tenth of everything that 
God gave him (Genesis28:22).



Tithing Under the Law of Moses

ωThe people of Israel were required to pay tithes of the 
produce that came from the land that the Lord had given 
them:
ɀEvery tithe of the land , whether of the seedof the land or of the 

fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD... And every 
tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under 
the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the LORD. (Leviticus 27:30,32)

ωThe Israelites were to pay tithes to the Levites:
ɀTo the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, 

in return for their service that they do, their service in the tent of 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȣ 24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present 
as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an 
inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no 
inheritance among the people of Israel."(Numbers 18:21, 24; cf. 
Hebrews 7:5)

ωBecause there were a number of tithes taken at different 
times, scholars have difficulty determining the total 
percentagethat an Israelite would have paid in tithes. Most 
scholars estimate it was somewhere between 20-30%.



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

ωAs we have seen, believers today are no longer 
under the Mosaic Covenant.

ωSome think that tithing is binding upon all men in 
all ages because both Abraham and Jacob gave a 
tenth, and they both lived before the Mosaic 
covenant was in place.

ωBut these two examples hardly prove that tithing 
is a requirement for all men in all ages: 

ς!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ gift to Melchizedek was a one-time event; 
there is no evidence he regularly gave God a tenth.

ςA mere historical descriptionof what Jacob gave 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ all believers must
give God a tenth of their income.



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

ωThe tithing that took place in the nation of Israel 
was very much tied to that nation and the 
relationship they had with God through the 
Mosaic Covenant:
ςThe tithes were to be taken from the produce of the 

promised land that God had given to Israel under the 
Old Covenant. The only promised land for Christians 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ άƭŀƴŘέ of the new 
heavens and new earth (Rev. 21:1ς22:5).

ςThe tithes taken in Israel were for the purpose of 
supporting the Levitical priesthood, who were 
established as a part of the Mosaic Covenant. In the 
New Covenant, everybeliever is a priest (1 Pet. 2:9; 
Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6) with Jesus as our high priest after 
the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 6:20).



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

ωSome defend tithing by saying Jesus praised tithing during his 
earthly ministry, even if he said it was less important than 
other things:
ɀWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint 

and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of 
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to 
have done, without neglecting the others. (Mat 23:23, see also 
Luke 11:42)

ωOf course Jesus alsomentioned offering sacrifices on the 
alter in the temple during his earthly ministry (Matt. 5:23ς
24), but the writer of Hebrews tells us that New Covenant 
believers are no longer to offer animal sacrifices, since we 
have been cleansed once for all by the blood of Jesus.  (Heb. 
10:1-23)

ωJesus was born under the Law of Moses (Gal. 4:4) and kept 
the requirements of the Law throughout his earthly ministry 
and encouraged those around him to do the same.

ω¢ƘŜ bŜǿ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΩ death
on the cross. (1Cor. 11:25; Eph. 2:11-15; Col. 2:13-17)


