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Questions Raised by New
Covenant Theology

What about Tithing?

Much of the material in this lesson has been shamelessly
borrowed from an articlédy Thomas Schreiner on The Gospel
Coalition web site:

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/#easonschristians
not-requirecto-tithe/



https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/7-reasons-christians-not-required-to-tithe/

What about Tithing?
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word (masel) meaning one tenth.

w Many thinkthat believersan Christ shouldithe,
l.e. give 10% of their gross income to their
church.
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In their worship services to refer to the giving
that goes on their church.

w Are those who think and speak in this way
correct?

w What does the Bible say about tithing? And, In
particular, what does the Bible say concerning
the giving of believers in the New Covenant?



Tithing In the Old Testament

w The first mention of tithing in the Bible Is In
Genesis 14:1-20 where we are told that
Abraham paid a tenth (tithe) of the spoils of
battle to Melchizedek.

wThe writer of Hebrews later appedls this
account toshow thesuperiority of
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(Hebrews 7:410).

wGod met Jacob at Bethel and promised him
covenant blessings; the patriarch promiged
give back to God tenth of everythinghat
God gave himGenesif8:22).



Tithing Under the Law of Moses

w The people of Israel were required to pay tithes of the
produce that camdrom the landthat the Lord had given
them:

Z Everytithe of the land , whether of theseedof the land or of the
fruit of the trees, is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD... And every

tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under
the herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the LORI2viticus 27:30,32)

w The Israelites were to pay tithés the Levites

Z Tothe Levites | have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance,
In return for their service that they do, their service in the tent of
| A A O B4Fat the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present
as a contribution to the LORD, | have given to the Levites for an
Inheritance. Therefore | have said of them that they shall have no
Inheritance among the people of Israe(Numbers 18:21, 24; cf.
Hebrews 7:5)

w Because there were a number of tithes taken at different
times, scholars have difficulty determining ttoeal
percentagethat an Israelite would have paid in tithes. Most
scholars estimate it was somewhere between3Yo.



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

w As we have seen, believers today are no longer
under the Mosaic Covenant.

w Some thinkhat tithing is binding upon all men In
all agedecause both Abraham and Jacob gave a
tenth, and they both livedeforethe Mosaic
covenant was In place

w But these two examplesardly provethat tithing
Isa requirement forall men inall ages:

¢! 0 NJ Kdgift Yo(Melchizedek was ane-time event,
there is no evidence he regularly gave God a tenth

¢ A mere historicatlescriptionof what Jacob gave
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give God a tenth of their income.



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

w The tithing that took place in the nation of Israel
was very much tied to that nation and the

relationship they had with God through the
Mosaic Covenant:

¢ The tithes were to be taken from the produce of the
promised land that God had given to Israel under the
Old Covenant. The only promised land for Christians
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heavens and new earth (Rev. 2422:5).

¢ The tithes taken in Israel were for the purpose of
supporting the Levitical priesthood, who were
established as a part of the Mosaic Covenant. In the
New Covenanteverybeliever is agriest (1 Pet. 2:9;
Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20)avith Jesus as our high priest after
the order ofMelchizedekHebrews 6:20).



Are NT Christians Required to Tithe?

w Some defend tithing by saying Jesus pratg@chg during his
earthly ministry,even if he said it was less important than
other things:

Z Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mi
and dill and cumin, and have neqlected the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulnesEhese you ought to

have done, without neglecting the otherdMat 23:23, see also
Luke 11:4)2

w Of course Jesumsomentioned offering sacrifices on the
alter in the temple during his earthly ministry (Matt. 523
24), but the writer of Hebrews tells us that New Covenant
believers are no longer to offer animal sacrifices, since we
have been cleansed once for all by the blood of Jesus. (He
10:1-23)

w Jesus was born under the Law of Moses (Gal. 4:4) and ker.
the requirements of the Law throughout his earthly ministry
and encouraged those around him to do the same.
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on the cross. (1Cor. 11:25; Eph. 218, Col. 2:14L7)



