


Review
ÅMany people today associate the doctrine of 

predestination with Calvin ςas though he 
somehow invented it. 
ÅIn reality, what figure in church history were nearly 

all of the Reformers (including Calvin) most 
influenced by in their views of predestination and 
the sovereignty of God in salvation?
ïAugustine

ÅLƴ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
hands of presbyters ςpastors, teachers, elders; and all the 
congregations of a particular region were subject to the 
authority of all their pastors and elders meeting together 
as a consistory. 

ÅThis form of Church government came to be called ______.

ïPresbyterianism
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅCalvin stayed in the Swiss Reformed city of Basel for just 

over a year, made one last trip to his native town of 
Noyon in France to put some family business in order, 
then began making his way to Strasbourg. 

ÅAs we have seen, Strasbourg was a south German 
imperial city which had embraced a Reformed variety of 
Protestantism under the Reformer Martin Bucer. 

ÅCalvin hoped to settle there and live a quiet life as a 
Christian scholar. 

ÅHowever, war between Holy Roman Emperor Charles V 
and King Francis I of France forced Calvin to make a 
detour. 

ÅIn July 1536, he stopped overnight in the independent 
French-speaking city of Geneva, on the western tip of 
Switzerland. 

ÅIt has been called the most fateful detour in history.
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅGeneva was a strategically important city, standing 

on the crossroads between France, Switzerland and 
Italy. 

ÅThe Swiss Reformed canton of Berne had only just 
introduced the Reformation into Geneva two months 
previously. 

ÅGeneva ςnot a member of the Swiss Confederacy ς
was struggling to maintain its independence from 
Savoy (north-western Italy), and relied heavily on 
Bernese support. 

ÅHowever, Berne itself had ambitions to control
Geneva; and so, to bring Geneva more closely under 
Bernese influence, Berne attempted to propagate 
the Swiss Reformed faith among the Genevans.
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅThe Bernese agent in this endeavor was the French 

Protestant Reformer, William Farel (1489-1565), who was 
like some fiery Old Testament prophet in his booming 
denunciations of Rome and sin, and heart-piercing 
demands for repentance and Reformation. 

ÅBefore fleeing to Switzerland from persecution in France, 
Farel had belonged to a reform-minded humanist circle 
ƭŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎǉǳŜǎ [ŜŦŜǾǊŜ ŘΩ;ǘŀǇƭŜǎΦ 

ÅCalvin had also been linked with the same group, so Farel 
knew about Calvin. 

ÅAnd he knew that Calvin had recently produced that 
masterpiece of Reformation theology, the Institutes. 

ÅSo when Farel heard that Calvin was staying overnight in 
Geneva, he immediately went to see him and asked 
Calvin to remain in the city and help him reform its moral 
and religious life.
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅCalvin refused. He explained to Farel that he was a shy 

scholar who only wanted to live a peaceful and retired 
life among his books, reading, studying, writing. 

Å.ǳǘ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
did not impress Farel. Farel became angry and accused 
Calvin of putting his own desires for personal peace 
above the urgent spiritual needs of Geneva. 

ÅTowering over the terrified Calvin, Farel called down the 
ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ άǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƭƛŦŜέΣ ƛŦ /ŀƭǾƛƴ 
would not stay and help him. 

ÅStruck with awe, seeming to hear the voice of the Lord 
speaking from heaven through Farel, Calvin obeyed. 

Å{ƻ ōŜƎŀƴ WƻƘƴ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǾŀΣ 
which would last for (almost) the rest of his life.
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅCalvin and Farel wanted to make Geneva into an 

outstanding model of a Christian community. 

ÅTo lay a basis for this goal, they felt they had to 
secure the independence of the Church from the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
council, had the power to excommunicate the 
unworthy. 

ÅHowever, this attempt to introduce a strong Church 
discipline into Geneva met with bitter resistance. 

Å{ƻ ŘƛŘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ ŀƴŘ CŀǊŜƭΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ŀ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭ 
statement of faith on all Genevans. 
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Calvin the Reformer of Geneva  
ÅWhen the Genevan city council voted to adopt the 

liturgy used in Berne, Calvin and Farel saw this as the 
state trying to dictate to the Church how it should 
worship God, and they refused to accept it. 

ÅAs a result, in April 1538 the council banished them. 

Å¢ƘǳǎΣ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǾŀ ǿŀǎ 
a dismal failure.
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅMartin Bucer invited Calvin to settle in Strasbourg. 

ÅThere, Calvin found himself in the greatest international 
center of the Reformed faith at that time. 

ÅHe acted as pastor to a large congregation of French 
Protestant refugees who had fled the persecution in their 
native land. 

ÅHe also lectured on theology and wrote an exposition on 
the book of Romans, the first of a brilliant series of 
biblical commentaries. 

Å/ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
influential than his Institutes; they are the only 
Reformation commentaries still being reprinted and 
widely studied today. 
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅIn August 1540, Calvin married. His attitude to 

marriage was resoundingly unromantic; he wrote:

ïI, whom you see so hostile to celibacy, have never taken a 
wife, and I do not know if I shall ever marry. If I did so, it 
would be in order to devote my time more to the Lord by 
being relieved from the worries of daily life. 

ÅThis unromantic approach was in fact fairly common 
in 16th century Europe; the idea that romantic love is 
the proper basis for marriage had not yet dawned on 
most minds. 
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅBucer took it upon himself to find a wife for Calvin. The 

first attempt failed, but the second succeeded, and Calvin 
agreed to marry a French lady, Idelette de Bure, widow of 
a convert from Anabaptism to the Reformed faith. 

ÅIdelette already had a son and daughter from her 
previous marriage; she and Calvin had one son who died 
in his infancy. 

ÅIdelette herself, increasingly troubled with illness, died in 
1549, after which Calvin consciously embraced a celibate 
life. 

ÅAlthough their marriage lacked romance, it proved an 
affectionate union, and Calvin was emotionally stunned 
ōȅ LŘŜƭŜǘǘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ άTruly, mine is no common grief. I 
have been bereaved of the best companion of my life.έ
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅTogether with Bucer, Calvin took part in a number of 

important conferences between Protestant and Roman 
Catholic theologians in 1539-41, especially the Colloquy 
of Regensburg, which tried, unsuccessfully, to heal the 
divisions in Western Christendom. 

ÅCalvin met the Lutheran Reformer Philip Melanchthon at 
these conferences, and the two became close lifelong 
friends. 

ÅPhilip Melanchthon is the golden chain linking the two 
supreme figures of the Protestant Reformation, Luther 
and Calvin: he was the intimate personal friend of both 
men (Luther and Calvin themselves never met). 

ÅLƴŘŜŜŘΣ aŜƭŀƴŎƘǘƘƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ Ǝƻǘ ƘƛƳ 
into trouble with strict Lutherans, because he agreed 
with /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎdoctrine of the eucharist rather than 
[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎΦ
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅCalvin himself worked ceaselessly for union between 

Reformed and Lutherans, but his labors were always 
ŘŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ 

ÅCalvin did not believe that the differences between 
[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
enough to justify a division among Protestants over the 
issue. 

ÅOn this point, however, Luther simply would not shift 
from the ground he had occupied at the Marburg 
Colloquy in 1529, where he had refused to give Zwingli 
ŀƴŘ .ǳŎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ άI reverence 
Luther, but I am ashamed of himΣέ /ŀƭǾƛƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ 
Melanchthon. 

ÅIŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ .ǳŎŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ άcraving for 
victory, haughty manner, abusive language, and insolent 
furyέΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ŜǎǘŜŜƳ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ 
theologian and a Reformer was almost unbounded.
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Calvin at Strasbourg
Å/ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀǎōƻǳǊƎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

his life. This was where he felt most at home, writing and 
preaching and mingling with other Reformers in a 
pleasant atmosphere, free from bitter conflicts. 

ÅDespite what ill-informed or prejudiced people have said 
about him, Calvin was basically a gentle, quiet, long-
suffering person, who hated controversy and took part in 
it only when a high sense of duty compelled him ςhe had 
ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΦ 

ÅLŦ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
shy and reserved man who hardly ever spoke about 
himself. 
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅStill, Calvin was not a harsh or miserable individual. 
IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ǎǘǊƛŎƪŜƴ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
death. He enjoyed many warm and enduring 
friendships, especially with Melanchthon and Farel. 

ÅHe rejoiced in the earthly gifts of God. Natural 
beauty, food, drink, family, friendship, art, music: 
these things were very good ςCalvin had no doubt of 
that. 

ÅYet the kingly service of Jesus Christ and His gospel 
was infinitely greater and more glorious. To that 
service, the soul of Calvin was consecrated. He 
expected every other believer to be as dedicated as 
himself.
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Calvin at Strasbourg
Å/ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀǎōƻǳǊƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘΦ 9ǾŜƴ 

in Strasbourg, Calvin could not escape from Geneva. 
ÅIn 1539 the distinguished Roman Catholic cardinal, Jacob 

Sadoleto, tried to win back the Genevans to Rome by 
writing them an open letter in which he attacked 
Protestants for violating the unity of the Church, and 
even criticized the motives and characters of Calvin and 
Farel. 

Å²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ {ŀŘƻƭŜǘƻΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
Protestants was the fact that Sadoleto was himself one of 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ άŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭέ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
the Roman Catholic Church.

ÅStung by the personal criticisms of himself, Calvin 
produced a highly effective Reply to Sadoleto in 
September 1539, regarded by many as one of the most 
persuasive statements of Reformation principles ever 
written. It impressed the Genevans.
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Calvin at Strasbourg
ÅIn October 1540, the citizens of Geneva asked Calvin to 

return and resume his work there as a Reformer. 

ÅCalvin hesitated long, remembering the pathetic failure 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ DŜƴŜǾŀΦ άThere is no 
place under heaven that I am more afraid of,έ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΦ 
άI would rather submit to a hundred other deaths, than 
to that cross on which I would have to perish a thousand 
ÔÉÍÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȦȱ

ÅHowever, he finally yielded to the urgent and repeated 
invitations of the Genevans, and re-entered the city in 
September 1541. 

ÅIŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΥ άI offer my heart a slain 
victim in sacrifice to the Lord.έ 

ÅBut this time he returned for good.
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