Church llislory




Review

A What is the title or phrase that is generally used in
referring to the Christiamvriters and teachers who lived
In thefirst five or six centurie®f Church historyfter the
apostles?
I The EarhChurchfathers
A What is the title or phrase that is generally used in
referring tothe authorsof the earliest Christianwritings
In the period injust after the death of the apostles (from
about AD 95 to 140)
I The Apostolic Fathers
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I Because the 17th century scholars who came up with the term

believedthat these early Christian writers all had direct personal
contact with the apostles; most historians today think that only

a few of them did.



Review

A People ofterexpectthat the apostolic fatherdavethe
best theologyWhat is the problem with that
assumption?

I Even if we assume that a given qposzolic fathgr redid)i A
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guilty of erroneouseliefs and practices.
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they really know and believe what that aposkelieves.

A What are the twoguestionswe said last time that we
always have to ask ourselves as we stadg try to
determine the accuracy of what people believed in early
churchhistory?

i What dol know that theyR A Ry Q (i

i What didthey know that IR 2 yk@bw?




Review

A Who wrote the letter that has come to be called the
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the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:3 wrote this letter while serving
as an elder in the church of Rome.

I But thename Clement doesot appear anywheren the letter.
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I It could be that Clement was one afplurality of elders that
existed inthe church of Romat that time, andhad been given
the task of writing this letter on behalf of the church
A What do the Roman Catholics claim about Clement?

I That he was the fourth Pope!



Review

A In your own words give a brief summary of the
purpose and content of 1 Clement.

I The letter was written to take issue with the Corinthian
church for having recently removed their elders without
having just cause to do so and replacing them with
younger leaders.

I The Roman church therefore entreated the Corinthians to
restore their deposed leaders back into office
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Clement of Rome
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*Some Excerpts from the Letter

Chapter 1

A The Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Churct
of God sojourning at Corinth, to those who are called and
sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you, and peace, from Almighty God
through Jesus Christ, be multiplied

A Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive
calamitous events which have happened to ourselves, we
feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our
attention to the points respecting which you consulted us;

A and especially to that shameful and detestable sedition,
utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, which a few rash
and selfconfident persons have kindled to such a pitch of
frenzy, that your venerable and illustrious name, worthy
to be universally loved, has suffered grievous injury.

*RobertsDonaldson translation1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter

Chapter 1 (continued)

A For who ever dwelt even for a short time among
you, and did not find your faith to be as fruitful of
virtue as it was firmly established?

A Whodid not admire the sobriety and moderation of
your godliness in Christ?

A Whodid not proclaim the magnificence of your
habitual hospitality?

A Andwho did not rejoice over your perfect and well
grounded knowledge?

*RobertsDonaldson translation1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter

Chapter 1 (continued)

A Foryou did all things without respect of persons,
and walked in the commandments of God, being
obedient to those who had the rule over you, and
giving all fitting honor to the presbyters among you.

A Youenjoined young men to be of a sober and serious
| ET A 8 yodthuiht them that, living in the rule
of obedience, they should manage their household
affairs becomingly, and be in every respect marked

by discretion.

*RobertsDonaldson translation1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter
Chapter 3

A Every kind ofhonor and happiness was bestowed upon you, and thi
was fulfilled that which is written,0O - leloved ate and drink, and
was enlarged and became fat, and kicl&0d

A This is an allusion to Dew82:915. Forthe LORD's allotment: is his
people, Jacob is hisspedxis OO A Hecontihudlly guarded him
and taught him;’he continually protected:himilike: the pupil ofchis
A YA 8 proyided honey for. him: from/the! cliffs,.and ohve oil from-th
hardestof racks) butter from/the herd .and: mitk-fromthe flock, alon
with the fat of lambs,; rams and.goats of:Bashan; along with the be

of the kernels ofi\wheat; and from thejuice of grapes you drank-win
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A Henceflowed emulation and envy, strife and sedition, persecution
and disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against tl
honored,those of no reputation against such as were renowned, th
foolish against the wise, the young against those advanced i A O

*RobertsDonaldson translation1867



