


Review
ÅWhat is the title or phrase that is generally used in 

referring to the Christian writers and teachers who lived 
in the first five or six centuries of Church history after the 
apostles? 
ïThe Early Church fathers

ÅWhat is the title or phrase that is generally used in 
referring to the authors of the earliest Christian writings 
in the period in just after the death of the apostles (from 
about AD 95 to 140)? 
ïThe Apostolic Fathers

Å²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΚέ
ïBecause the 17th century scholars who came up with the term 

believed that these early Christian writers all had direct personal 
contact with the apostles; most historians today think that only 
a few of them did. 



Review
ÅPeople often expect that the apostolic fathers have the 

best theology. What is the problem with that 
assumption?

ïEven if we assume that a given apostolic father really did
άƪƴƻǿέ ŀƴ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ in the NT itself of 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ άƪƴŜǿέ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ 
guilty of erroneous beliefs and practices.

ïWǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ŀƴ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
they really know and believe what that apostle believes.

ÅWhat are the two questions we said last time that we 
always have to ask ourselves as we study and try to 
determine the accuracy of what people believed in early 
church history?

ïWhat do I know that they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ? 

ïWhat did they know that I ŘƻƴΩǘknow?



Review
ÅWho wrote the letter that has come to be called the 
ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎέΣ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άм /ƭŜƳŜƴǘέΚ

ï²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜΦ

ï9ǳǎŜōƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ 
the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:3 wrote this letter while serving 
as an elder in the church of Rome.

ïBut the name Clement does not appear anywhere in the letter.

ï¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳΥ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǎƻƧƻǳǊƴǎ ŀǘ wƻƳŜέΦ

ïIt could be that Clement was one of a plurality of elders that 
existed in the church of Rome at that time, and had been given 
the task of writing this letter on behalf of the church.

ÅWhat do the Roman Catholics claim about Clement?

ïThat he was the fourth Pope!



Review
ÅIn your own words give a brief summary of the 

purpose and content of 1 Clement.

ïThe letter was written to take issue with the Corinthian 
church for having recently removed their elders without 
having just cause to do so and replacing them with 
younger leaders.

ïThe Roman church therefore entreated the Corinthians to 
restore their deposed leaders back into office.
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*Some Excerpts from the Letter
Chapter 1
ÅThe Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church 

of God sojourning at Corinth, to those who are called and 
sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you, and peace, from Almighty God 
through Jesus Christ, be multiplied. 

ÅOwing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive 
calamitous events which have happened to ourselves, we 
feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our 
attention to the points respecting which you consulted us; 

Åand especially to that shameful and detestable sedition, 
utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, which a few rash 
and self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of 
frenzy, that your venerable and illustrious name, worthy 
to be universally loved, has suffered grievous injury.

*Roberts-Donaldson translation - 1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter

Chapter 1 (continued)

ÅFor who ever dwelt even for a short time among 
you, and did not find your faith to be as fruitful of 
virtue as it was firmly established? 

ÅWho did not admire the sobriety and moderation of 
your godliness in Christ? 

ÅWho did not proclaim the magnificence of your 
habitual hospitality? 

ÅAnd who did not rejoice over your perfect and well-
grounded knowledge? 

*Roberts-Donaldson translation - 1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter

Chapter 1 (continued)

ÅFor you did all things without respect of persons, 
and walked in the commandments of God, being 
obedient to those who had the rule over you, and 
giving all fitting honor to the presbyters among you. 

ÅYou enjoined young men to be of a sober and serious 
ÍÉÎÄȣ ÁÎÄ you taught them that, living in the rule 
of obedience, they should manage their household 
affairs becomingly, and be in every respect marked 
by discretion.

*Roberts-Donaldson translation - 1867



*Some Excerpts from the Letter
Chapter 3

ÅEvery kind of honor and happiness was bestowed upon you, and then 
was fulfilled that which is written, Ȱ-Ù beloved ate and drink, and 
was enlarged and became fat, and kickedȢȱ

ÅThis is an allusion to Deut. 32:9-15. For the LORD's allotment is his 
people, Jacob is his special ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȣ He continually guarded him 
and taught him; he continually protected him like the pupil of his 
ÅÙÅȣ (Å provided honey for him from the cliffs, and olive oil from the 
hardest of rocks, butter from the herd and milk from the flock, along 
with the fat of lambs, rams and goats of Bashan, along with the best 
of the kernels of wheat; and from the juice of grapes you drank wine. 
But Jeshurun [=Upright One] became fat and kicked , you got fat, 
thick, and stuffed! Then he deserted the God who made him, and 
treated the Rock who saved him with contempt. (NET)

ÅHence flowed emulation and envy, strife and sedition, persecution 
and disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against the 
honored, those of no reputation against such as were renowned, the 
foolish against the wise, the young against those advanced in ÙÅÁÒÓȣ

*Roberts-Donaldson translation - 1867


