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Review

A The 12th and 13th centuries saw a great flowering of
knowledge, especially theology and philosophy, In
Western Christendom.

A Atthe heart of this flowering of knowledge was thise
of the university.

A The institution of the university came to the Wésim
where?
I the Muslim world.

A What was the normal age that a man would enter the
university in the Middle Ages?
i 14 or 15

A What language was spokenatl universities in the
Middle Ages?
I Latin



Review

A The scholastic theologians were deeply concerned
about the relationship between faith and reason.

AcKSe 46l yiISR 02 4SS K2g ¥
discover or prove the doctrines of the Christian faith
A Give some of the examples that | provided last week

the kind of questions that schoolman spent time

exploring in the Middle Ages that we would consider
pointless in our day.

I Could God have become incarnate as an animal, or as
woman?

I Canoneangel be intwo places at the same time?
I Cantwo angels ban the same placat the same time?
I Who sinned most, Adam or Eve?
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https://brewminate.com/the-science-and-biology-of-aristotle/

Philosophy and thaNritings of Aristotle
A Besides beintheologians the schoolmen were also the
philosophersof the Middle Ages.

A Theywanted to give a comprehensive account, not just
of Church teaching, but @l truth.

A Sothey did not limit themselves to theologioaliestions.
A Theywould try to answer deep philosophical questions

to
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natis matter?
natis mind?
natis time?
natis space?
natis being?

natis the nature ottauseand effect?
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Inthe 13th century, scholastic theology came to rely
Increasingly on the philosophy Afistotle.

A Aristotlewas one of the greatest of the ancient Pagan
philosophers of Greece.

AATSg 2F I NRaAG20tSQa ¢2NJ a
schoolmen, because Boethius in the 6th century had
translated them into Latin

A Howeveralmostalz ¥ ! NAaG20f SQa & N.
available in Latin in the 1100s, largely through two great
Muslimphilosophers:

I the Persian Avicenna (981037)
I the Spanish Averroed1261198)

A Theytranslated Aristotle from Greek into Arabic for the
benefit of the Islamievorld.
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Christianscholars, such as Micha®totusthen
translated the Arabic (along with Islamic
commentaries on Aristotle) into Latin for the benefit
of the Western Catholic world.

A Laterscholars translated Aristotle into Latiirectly
from the original Greek

A Thisrediscovery of Aristotle by Western Europe had
a hugeimpact on Western thought.

A In the writings of Aristotle, Christian thinkers found
an interpretation of God, humanity and the world
which seemed logical, convincing, comprehensgjive
an interpretation thathad been worked out without
any reference to the Bible.
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Theproblemwas thatsome2 ¥ ! NAa G20t SQ3
contradictedthe teachings of the Bible

A Forinstance, Aristotle taught that the world had always
existed.

A SomeWestern thinkers were senthusiasticfor
Aristotle, especially as he had been interpreted by the
Muslim philosopher Averroes, thétey accepted and
taughteventhe antiChristian elements in his thought.

A TheseY SY ¢ S NRBwvefdistEtSSR ydR (0 KSAI
champion wassigerof Brabant(12351282).

A Sigertaught that the universe had existed from all
eternity, and that individual human souls were not L
AYY2NUFf o0dzu ¢ SND -a 2odaf 22NDI ST
death.
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Sigerat first lectured in Paris, but when the Church
condemned his teachings as heretical in 1276 he fled to
Italy.

A Thisdid not prove to be much of a safe haven, siSiger
was murdered there by a priest whose enthusiasm for
orthodoxy proved stronger than his respect for the sixth

commandment.
A Todefend themselves against charges of heresy, some
AverroistsLJddziT F2NB I NR | G KS2NE

A Thistheory held that human reason, by itself, would
compel philosophers to accept certain things as truth;
but then divine revelation showed that those things were
false, and something else was really the truth.
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

AThisat R2dzo0f S UGNMHMziKé GKS2NE &
conflict with each other.

A It meant that if a person followed reason, he was bound

to end up believing some things that contradicted
revelation.

A Atfirst, many Catholic theologians reacted against
Aristotle and saw his philosophy as a dangerous
alternative to Christianity, especially in view of what the
Averroistswere saying.

A Upuntil then, the Western Church had found the
philosophy ofPlatoto be the most suitable ally of
Christian theology, especially since Augustine of Hippo,
the greatest Western theologian, had been a Platonist
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A ButAristotledisagreedg A U K a2YS 2F t f I
teachings.

A Forexample, Plato held that the human soul had a direct
Inner knowledge of a higher spiritual world, and that this
knowledge did not depend on our experience of life in
the outward physical world.

A He taught that wederive our fundamental ideas (such as
beauty and justice) from this inner knowledge.

A Aristotle, on the other handtaught thatall human
knowledge arose fromexperiencamediated to the soul
through thesenseg; through what we can see, hear and
touch.

A According to Aristotle wean know that a spiritual being
like God exists, then, only by reasoning from our
experience of the external world; the soul cannot have
any direct or immmediate spiritual knowledge of God.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Manytraditional Catholic theologians preferred Plato to
Aristotle, and they led a campaign to ban the study of
I NAAG20f SQa NAGAYIAD

A Fora time they enjoyed a measure of success. However,
08 UKS MoUK OSYyidz2NBEZ (KS
favor,and scholastic theologians were hailing him as the
great Pagan forerunner of Christian truth, whose
philosophy was almost perfectly suited to undergird,
express, and explain the theology of the Church.

AThea OK22f YSY y2¢ az2dzaAKi 02
philosophy and Christian theology Into a harmonious
dzy AU @ o0YdzOK |a G2RlFIé&Qa 0K

theology to the latest scientific theory about the origin of
the universe or humankind).
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Philosophy and the Writings of Aristotle

A Thetheological upheavals Aristotle caused in the
WesternCatholic world had no parallel in the
OrthodoxEast where the knowledge of Aristotle had

never been lost.

A TheGreek in which Aristotle wrote did not need to
be translated for Byzantine theologians, as it was
their own native language.
AThereg & UKSNBFTF2NBE y2 AaNBO
philosophy in the East, no sudden Aristotelian
challenge to throw Orthodox theology off balance,
and no real Eastern equivalent of Western
scholasticism.
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Anselm of Canterbury

A Anselm (1038 1109) wasorn innorthern Italy, became
a monk in the French Benedictine abbey oBlegin
Normandy, and was elected its abbot in 1078.

A In 1093 he became archbishop Ganterbury

A Hewas one of the greatest saints of the Western
medieval Church: a man of spotless life, unflinching
devotion to truth and righteousness, and a profound
reverence and burning love for Christ

Al yasStyQa Yz2aid AYLEZNUFIYydOd ¢
scholastic theologwere his :

I MonologionandProslogion which tried to prove the
existence of God by pureason

I Curdeushomo,which offered the first systematic theology
of the atonement
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Anselm of Canterbury

AWeOl y adzy dzLJ ' yaStyQa I N
existencgsometimes referred to as th@ntological
Argumentfor the existence of God) as follows:

I Bydefinition, God is the most perfect of all possible
beings.
I Butif God does not exist, He woutt be the most

perfect of all possible beings; for a God wdaesexist
would bemore perfectthan a God who doesot exist.

I Therefore if Godis, by definition, the most perfect of all
possible beings, Haust exist.

A Theologiansind philosophers have argued for a
0K2dzal yR &@SIFNA | 02dzi 6K
valid.
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Anselm of Canterbury

A On theAtonement Anselnrejected the view,
widespread among many early Church fathers that
| KNAadQa RSIFGK &t I NJ Yy a
from captivity to him.

ASatanK | & y2 AGNAIKIaE 2OSNI UK
argued; he Is a robber and an outlaw who has taken us
OF LJWUA DS dzy2dzadfted / KNRAaoQ
to Satan, but to God.

AHumana Ay Z ! yaStyYy NBI a2 yidd =
and majesty.

A Thehuman race must either suffer punishment, or offer
O2YLISyal dAazy odal adAaa¥Tl OdA

A Butwe cannot offer any satisfaction for so great an
outrage.

A Sin is infinitely serious; so a just satisfaction to God
would have to be infinite in value.
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Anselm of Canterbury

A OnlyGodcould offer Himself such an infinite satisfaction.

A However because the Trinity is merciful as well as just,
and willed to save sinners, God the Son became human
In Jesus Christ; and Christ tGedMan> 2y KdzY |
behalf, offered to God the Father an infinite satisfaction
for the outrage of sin.

A Thatsatisfaction wastheGed I Yy Q& 29y AY T
valuable life

A Because He was without sin, Christ did not have to die,
but He freely surrendered His life to the Father on the
Cross.

A God then rewarded Christ for His voluntary ssltrifice
by applying the infinite worth or merit of His death to the
elect, those sinners predestined to salvation by divine
grace
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Anselm of Canterbury

Al y a S dodfridé of the atonement contained many
fruittul ideas which later theologians built into the
Of  aaA0O 2SausSNYy dzyRS!INRAUGI

Al vy & Sdrgtfent inCurdeushomo showsus the
mind of a scholastic theologian at wotk

A Heis not content simply to believe that Christ died
for sinners. He wants to knowhy Christ had to die
for sinners?

Al y & Smottdwiascredout intelligant | believe so
that | may know?

A Soin! yasSf Y elief, @ckndulexigement of God
' YR D2RQa Gounidichaltdhudan | NI
knowledge?
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Peter Abelard
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