


Review
ÅSeveral months before Luther nailed his famous 95 theses 

to the door of the Wittenberg castle church, he produced 
97 theses. What subject did the 97 theses pertain to and 
how widespread and popular did they become?
ïThey were attacking Scholasticism and their integration of 

Aristotelian philosophy with their theology.

ïThe 97 theses had very little impact. No one seemed to even care 
about them.

ÅWhat subject did the 95 theses pertain to and how 
widespread and popular did they become?
ïThey were attacking indulgences as preached by Johann Tetzel.

ïThey became immensely popular.

ÅPope Leo X had sent Johann Tetzel out at that time to sell 
indulgences to be used for what purpose?
ï.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ .ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀΦ



Review
Å[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ 

Roman Catholic doctrines occurred slowly over a period of 
time. He started off just criticizing indulgences as preached 
by Johann Tetzel.  What other Roman Catholic doctrines 
did Luther gradually end up rejecting?
ïThe Roman Catholic teaching on indulgences

ïThe belief that someone excommunicated from the Roman 
Catholic Church was eternally damned

ïThe infallibility of the pope. Luther eventually came to suspect  
that the pope might be the Antichrist!

ïThe belief that ecumenical councils were infallible

ÅWhat previous historical figure was Luther often compared 
to that led many to the conclusion the he too should be 
burned at the stake?
ïJohann Huss
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Sola Scriptura

ÅAt this point it is crucial to understand what the 
Protestant Reformers did and did not mean by 
ά{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƭƻƴŜέΦ 

ÅThey did mean that only the canonical Scriptures 
possess infallible authority as a source of Christian 
teaching. 

ÅAll other sources, however useful or even 
indispensable they may be in helping Christians to 
understand Scripture, are subordinateto Scripture. 

ÅHowever, they did not mean that a Christian could 
ignore or despise all other sources and authorities. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation



Sola Scriptura
ÅFor example, most of the Protestant Reformers had high 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ 
/ǊŜŜŘέΦ 

ÅAlthough they would not have ascribed divine inspiration 
or infallibility to the Creed, they still saw it as a true and 
indispensablesummary of the basic contents of 
Scripture. 

ÅThe Protestant Reformers also granted a subordinate 
authority to the creeds of the ecumenical Councils, 
especiallythe Nicene Creed and the Creed of Chalcedon.

ÅThese, they maintained, were providential landmarks in 
ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ 
truths which Christians had always received. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation



Sola Scriptura
ÅThe position taken by the Protestant Reformers has 
ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άTradition 1έ ςa critical reverence 
for the history and traditions of the Church. 

ÅThe Reformers treated Christian theological tradition 
with deep care and respect, although they did not 
give it a blind or uncritical allegiance. 

Å¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άTradition 2έΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ 
held by the hardline defenders of Roman Catholicism 
ςwho held an authoritarian reverence for the 
history and traditions of the Church. 

ÅThese Roman Catholics elevated theological tradition 
(or, as the Reformers claimed, a biased reading of it) 
into an untouchablestatus. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation



Sola Scriptura

Åά¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ нέ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŀƭƭ ƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 

ÅIt permitted no one to subject any development of 
doctrine to critical scrutiny, and therefore nothing 
could be corrected. 

ÅReformation on this model of course became 
impossible: one simply had to accept everything, no 
matter how far it may have drifted from Scripture or 
the early Church fathers. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation



Sola Scriptura

ÅAlongside Tradition 1and Tradition 2, the 16th 
century also offered a third ƻǇǘƛƻƴΥ άTradition 0έΦ

ÅThis tradition is associated with the Radical 
Reformation, which had little or no respect for the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ 
the Bible with fresh eyes, as if no one else had ever 
read it before.

ÅaƻŘŜǊƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭƛǎƳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ ά{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 
ŀƭƻƴŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Tradition 0sense, but we must 
recognize that this was not what the Protestant 
Reformers believed. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation
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