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Review

A Several months before Luther nailed his famous 95 these:
to the door of the Wittenberg castle church, he produced
97 theses. What subject did the 97 theses pertain to and
how widespread and popular did they become?

I They were attacking Scholasticism and their integration of
Aristotelian philosophy with their theology.

I The 97 theses had very little impact. No one seemed to even car
about them.

A What subject did the 95 theses pertain to and how
widespread and popular did they become?
I They were attacking indulgences as preached by Johann Tetzel.
I They became immensely popular.

A Pope Leo X had sent Johann Tetzel out at that time to sell
Indulgences to be used for what purpose?
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Roman Catholic doctrines occurred slowly over a period @
time. He started off just criticizing indulgences as preache
by Johann Tetzel. What other Roman Catholic doctrines
did Luther gradually end up rejecting?

I The Roman Catholic teaching on indulgences

I The belief that someone excommunicated from the Roman
Catholic Church was eternally damned

I The infallibility of the pope. Lutheventuallycame to suspect
that the popemight be the Antichrist!

I The belief that ecumenical councils were infallible
A What previous historical figure was Luther often comparec

to that led many to the conclusion the he too should be
burned at the stake?

I Johann Huss
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Sola Scriptura

A At this point it is crucial to understand what the

Protestant
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Reformers did and did not mean by
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A Theydid mean thatonly the canonical Scriptures
possessnfallible authority as a source of Christian

teaching.

A All other sources, however useful or even

Indispensa

nle they may be In helping Christians to

understand Scripture, argubordinateto Scripture.

A However, t

ney dichot mean that a Christian could

ignore or o

espise all other sources and authorities.
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Sola Scriptura

A For example, most of the Protesgant Reformers had hic
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A Although they would not have ascribed divine inspiratic
or infallibility to the Creed, they still saw It as a true anc
Indispensablesummary of the basic contents of
Scripture.

A The Protestant Reformers also granted a subordinate
authority to the creeds of the ecumenical Councils,
especiallythe Nicene Creeand theCreed of Chalcedon

A These, they maintained, were providential landmarks ir
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truths which Christians had always received.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation



Sola Scriptura

A The position taken by the Protestant Reformers has
0SSY RS a Oaditian ¥R a dritical i@verence
for the history and traditions of the Church.

A The Reformers treated Christian theological tradition
with deep care and respect, although they did not
give it a blind or uncritical allegiance.
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held by the hardline defenders of Roman Catholicisn

¢ who held amauthoritarian reverence for the
history and traditions of the Church.

A These Roman Catholics elevated theological traditior
(or, as the Reformers claimed, a biased reading of it)
Into anuntouchablestatus.
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Sola Scriptura
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A It permitted no one to subject any development of

doctrine to critical scrutiny, and therefore nothing
could be corrected.

A Reformation on this model of course became
Impossible: one simply had to accept everything, no
matter how far it may have drifted from Scripture or
the early Church fathers.
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Sola Scriptura

A AlongsideTradition 1and Tradition 2 the 16th
century also offered ¢hird 2 LI ATRadition & &

A This tradition is associated with tieadical
Reformation which had little or no respect for the
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the Bible with fresh eyes, as If no one else had ever
read it before.
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I £ 2 y S éTraflition Gsdéhdedbut we must
recognize that this was not what the Protestant
Reformers believed.
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