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Part I
We Have a Definitive
and Final Revelation in
the Son
(Hebrews 1:1-4)

We Have a Definitive and Final
Revelation in the Son (1:1-4)
1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world.
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. After making purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high,
4 having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

We Have a Definitive and Final
Revelation in the Son (1:1-4)

• Hebrews begins like a sermon, without any
mention of sender, addressees, or words of
greeting – instead, the author opens his letter with
a majestic, eloquent, and theologically packed
introduction.
• This beautifully constructed opening statement
begins by contrasting the revelation given under
the Old Testament economy with the revelation
given to us in the New Testament era.
• This contrast focuses on and climaxes in the person
of God’s Son—heir, agent of creation, sustainer of
the universe, Savior, and sovereign—who now sits
at the right hand of God.
Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 45

We Have a Definitive and Final
Revelation in the Son (1:1-4)
• Although most translations, including the ESV ,
present this introduction in several sentences –
in the Greek, Hebrews 1:1–4 is one long
sentence sentence, built around the main
clause “God … has spoken.”
• These beautifully crafted verses fall into two
main subdivisions which address:
• God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)
• The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4).

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 45

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)
1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son…
• This initial affirmation that “God… has spoken”
underlies the whole argument of this letter, as
indeed it is the foundation of the Christian faith.
• Had God remained silent, and not revealed himself
to the human race, the plight of mankind would
have been desperate indeed!
• But instead He “has spoken” his revealing,
redeeming, and life-giving word, by which can
come to know Him – not just intellectually but
relationally.
F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)
1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…
In these first two verses, the author beautifully contrasts
the past era (“long ago”) in which God spoke to “to our
fathers by the prophets” with “these last days” in which
God has spoken “to us by his Son”.
The following table illustrates the contrast:
Old Testament

New Testament

Era:

Long ago

in these last days

Recipients:

to our fathers

to us

Agents:

by the prophets

by his Son

Ways:

at many times and in many ways

in one way (implied)

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 52-55

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)

1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…

• The revelation given in the past is described as “long
ago”.
• The author is not emphasizing primarily that the
revelation occurred in the distant past. His main point,
given the remainder of the book, is that the OT
revelation belonged to a previous era.
• A new day has arisen, a new covenant has arrived, and
the old one is no longer in force.
• The “first” covenant is “old” and hence “obsolete” (cf.
Hebrews 8:13)
• The words of the previous era are authoritative as the
Word of God, but they must be interpreted in light of the
fulfillment realized in Jesus Christ.
Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 52-55

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)

1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to
our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…
• The God who spoke in the past still speaks, but “in these
last days” he has spoken finally and definitively in His Son.
• The “last days”, repeatedly alluded to throughout the Old
Testament (e.g., Gen. 49:1; Num 24:14; Isa. 2:2; Jer. 23:20;
Dan 10:14; Hos 3:5; Mic 4:1), have now commenced with
the coming of the Son.
• Believers no longer live in the days when they await the
fulfillment of what God has promised.
• They live in the eschaton: “…the end of the ages has
come.” (1 Cor. 10:11)
• It is inconceivable therefore, that the readers would
embrace the old era with its sacrifices and rituals now that
the new has come in Jesus Christ.
Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 52-55

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)
1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son…

• As to the manner of the divine revelation given
in the past, the author tells us it was given:
• “at many times ” (polymeros)—that is, it was
temporally fragmented, rather than in a complete
package
• “in many ways” (polytropos), a word that suggests
the different forms that the divine revelation took.
Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 46-47

Old Testament Revelation was Given in a
Variety of Ways
• God spoke to Moses “with a loud voice” (Deut. 5:22 )
like “thunder” (Ex. 19:19)
• He spoke to Elijah in a “gentle whisper” (1 Kings 19:12)
• Old Testament revelation was transmitted through
commands, stories, hymns, proverbs, poetry, parables,
love songs, through wisdom and apocalyptic literature.
• God communicated with His people for hundreds of
years, speaking to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to Moses
and Joshua, Samuel and Saul, David and the kings of
Judah and Israel, to the prophets, and the people who
returned from exile.
• The word “prophets” is not just referring to the books
that are labeled as “prophetic” in our English Bibles. The
writer identifies the entire OT as prophetic.

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)

1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son…

• Whereas the prophets of old were many, God has
spoken “in these last days” by one who is uniquely
qualified for the responsibility: “his Son”.
• The author’s statement should not be understood
as concentrating only on the teachings of Jesus,
although the words of Christ are vitally important
to him (cf. Hebrews 2:3–4).
• Rather, the whole of the incarnation— Jesus’
person, words, and acts—should be understood as
communicating God’s ultimate word to his new
covenant people.
Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 46-47

God’s Revelation to Humanity (1:1–2a)

1 Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to
our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…
• In the Old Testament, Israel was said to be the Lord’s son:
• Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son (Exod. 4:22)

• And the Davidic king was also identified as God’s son:

• I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son (2
Sam. 7:14)
• The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten
you. (Psalm 2:7)

• By identifying Jesus as “his Son” through whom final
revelation comes “in these last days ”, the author implies
that Jesus is the true Israel and the true king and the
ultimate fulfillment of those two Old Testament entites.
Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 52-55

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
2 … his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things , through whom also he created the
world.
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high
• In 1:2b-3, seven facts are stated about the Son
of God which bring out his greatness and show
why the revelation given in Him is the highest
which God can give.
F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
2…

his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world.

1. God has appointed His Son “heir of all things.”

• These words no doubt echo the oracle of Ps. 2:8,
addressed to one who is both the Lord's Anointed and
acclaimed by God as his Son: “Ask of me, and I will
make the nations your heritage, And the ends of the
earth your possession.”
• In Hebrews 1:5, our author, quoting from this same
Psalm, will apply to Christ the phrase that immediately
precedes the above words.
• But in the author’s mind the inheritance of the Son of
God is not limited to earth; it embraces the universe,
and particularly the world to come.
• This is restated in fuller detail in 2:5-9, where it is said
that Jesus, as the last Adam, has all things put under his
feet.

F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
2…

his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world.

2. It was through His Son that God “created the world.”
• With other writers of the New Testament, Hebrews
proclaims the Son as the Father’s agent in the creation
of the universe (see 1:10; cf. John 1:3; Col. 1:16).
• In 1 Corinthians 8:6, the apostle Paul makes a
distinction between the role of the Father and the role
of the Son in the work of creation:
• “Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from
whom all things came and for whom we live; and
there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
all things came and through whom we live.”
• He affirms the Father as the source of the created order
and the Son as the Father’s agent in the creative
process.

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 47

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
3 He

is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. After making purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high

3. He is the “radiance” of God's glory.

• The word translated “radiance” (apaugasma) carries
the sense of “splendor” or “intense brightness.”
• One cannot separate the experience of looking at the
brightness of a light from seeing the light itself because
they are too closely associated.
• By analogy, to see the Son is to view God’s glory or
manifest presence.
• So as the “radiance of the glory of God” the Son is the
manifestation of the person and presence of God (e.g.,
Luke 9:32; John 1:14; 2:11; 17:5; 1 Cor. 2:8; Phil. 3:21; 2
Thess. 2:14).

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 47-48

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After
making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high

4. He is the “exact imprint” of God's nature.

• Just as the image on a coin exactly corresponds to
the die that stamped it, so the Son of God bears
“the exact imprint of [God’s] nature”.
• The word translated “exact imprint” speaks of the
features of an object or person by which we are
able to recognize it for what it is.
• So the Son provides a true and trustworthy picture
of the person of the Father.

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 47-48

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
3 He

is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high

5. The Son is also the one who “upholds the universe by
the word of his power.”
• “The word of his power” may mean “his mighty word”
or “his enabling word.”
• So, as the world was created by the word of God
through the Son (1:2; 11:3), it is sustained by the Son’s
powerful word.
• So the Apostle Paul can write to the Colossians of Christ
as the one in whom all things were created and also as
the one in whom “all things hold together” (Col. 1:17)
• He upholds the universe, not like the mighty Atlas of
Greek mythology supporting a dead weight on his
shoulders, but as one who carries all things forward on
their appointed course.

F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
3 He

is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high

6. He has made “purification for sins.”

• Here we pass from the cosmic functions of the Son of God
to his personal relationship with mankind, to his work as
his people's high priest, which is elaborated on
throughout this letter.
• The wisdom which created the worlds and maintains
them in their due order may well beget in us a sense of
wondering awe; but the grace which has provided a
remedy for the defilement of sin by a life freely offered up
to God on our behalf calls forth a sense of personal
indebtedness which the contemplation of divine activity
on the cosmic scale could never evoke.
• In making purification for our sins, the Son of God has
accomplished something that no one else could
accomplish – He is uniquely qualified for this task.

F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
3 He

is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high

7. “He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high.”

• This is an allusion to Psalm 110:1, the Old Testament passage
which authors of the New Testament quote more than any other
OT passage.
• The picture presented by the Psalm is not intended to be taken
literally: God has no physical right hand or material throne where
the ascended Christ sits beside him. The language is designed to
pictorially portray the exaltation and supremacy of the risen
Christ.
• Paul expresses the same thought in different language by saying
that Christ has "ascended far above all the heavens, that he might
fill all things" (Eph. 4:10), that "God has highly exalted him, and
bestowed on him the name which is above every name" (Phil.
2:9).
• The writer of Hebrews gives an extensive discussion of this Psalm
and its application to Jesus in chapter 7.

F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
2…

his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things , through
whom also he created the world.
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high

• Though it is not explicitly stated in this sevenfold
confirmation of the greatness of the Son of God, we
can see from what is said here that He possesses in
himself all the qualifications to be the mediator
between God and the human race. He is:
• The Prophet through whom God has spoken his
final word
• The Priest who has accomplished a perfect work of
cleansing for his people's sins
• The King who sits enthroned in the place of chief
honor alongside the Majesty on high.
F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
4 …having

become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

• This verse is closely connected to the previous verse.
• The Son, in His exaltation to the right hand of God, has
moved to a position of authority and governance above
the status of the angels.1
• It might seem a little unexpected to hear that Jesus has
“become” superior to the angels.
• Indeed, as the eternal Son of God, Jesus is and always
has been superior to the angels!2
• In the context, his argument, which he makes more fully
in chapter 2, is that the Son has become superior to the
angels in His role as the God-man being exalted to the
right hand of God.2
1Guthrie,

George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 49
2Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 17-20

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
4

…having become as much superior to angels as the name
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

• The word translated “superior” in 1:4 (kreitton) is one
of the author’s favorite words when drawing attention
to the preeminence of Christ and the new covenant:
• Christ is a superior priest (7:7);
• Christ’s followers have a superior hope (7:19)
• Because they are involved in the Son’s superior
covenant (7:22; 8:6),
• Which is based on superior promises (8:6);
• Christ made a superior sacrifice (9:23; 12:24);
• Therefore, believers have a superior possession
(10:34),
• A superior country (11:16),
• A superior resurrection (11:35),
• A superior privilege (11:40).
Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 49

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
4 …having

become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

• His “name”, which is “more excellent” than theirs, may
be inferred from the context to be the title “Son.”
• He is said here to have “inherited” the name of Son.
This does not mean that the name was not his before
his exaltation.
• It was clearly His in the days of his humiliation:
“Although he was a son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8).
• It was his, indeed, ages before his incarnation: this is
the plain implication of the statement in Hebrews 1:2
that God has spoken to us in “his Son... through whom
also he created the world.”
• He inherits the title “Son,” as he inherits all things
(Hebrews 1:2), by the Father's eternal appointment.
F. F. Bruce. The Epistle to the Hebrews

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
4 …having

become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

• The author has introduced the topic of “angels” in this
section, and, as we will see, “angels” play a major role
in the argument he’s going to make in the next section
(1:5-2:18).
• Why does the author emphasize Jesus’ superiority to
angels? Were his readers assigning a particular
significance to angels?
• If we examine the letter as a whole, and what the
author says in the next chapter, we discover the most
probable answer: the angels were the mediators of
the Mosaic Law (2:2; cf. Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19)
Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 17-20

The Nature, Work, and Status of God’s Son (1:2b–4)
4 …having

become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

• Therefore, in stressing the Son’s superiority to angels,
the author is showing Jesus’ supremacy over the
Mosaic Law and the Sinai covenant.
• Hence, the references to angels ties into one of the
central themes of the letter: the readers should not
transfer their allegiance to the law mediated by angels.
• Such an idea should be rejected, for if these readers
were to return to the law of Moses and their earlier
practice of Judaism, they would be opting for what is
inferior since the Son rules over angels as one who has
inherited a name better than theirs.
Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 17-20

Summary
• Through his brief but tightly packed introduction, the
preacher eloquently proclaims in two movements a
rich, full overture to the “symphony” of ideas in
Hebrews.
• In the first (1:1–2a) he declares to his first hearers that
God, a communicator of expansive, foundational
revelations through the Old Testament, has offered his
ultimate revelation in one related to him as Son.
• Then, in the second movement, the introduction
climaxes in the Son’s sacrificial work and resultant
exaltation to the “right hand” of God.

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 51

Summary
• Through graphic imagery, the purification for sins and
exaltation are related dynamically to the close
relationship of the Son to the Father, while referencing
Christ’s:
• Nature (the “radiance of God’s glory” and “the exact
representation of his being”)
• Works (the creation and sustaining of the universe)
• Status (the inheritance of a “name”)

• These facts point to Christ’s deity and the uniqueness
of his relationship with the Father.
• With this well-spoken word the author begins his letter
and lays a potent theological foundation for the rest of
the sermon.
Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 51

Class Discussion Time
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*Class Discussion Time

• Though the writer of Hebrews has written his “sermon”
towards a very “practical” end – to encourage a group of
believers who are in danger of drifting away from their
Christian faith – his entire introduction begins by laying a
solid theological foundation, with practical applications
coming later in the book. Does this tell us something
about the relationship between theology and practice?
• In our previous study of 1 John, we saw John calling his
readers back to the teachings of the apostles who were
eye-witnesses of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Do you see how
this fits with the perspective offered by the author of
Hebrews that Jesus is God’s final revelation?
• Do you think this has any implications for whether we
should expect to continue seeing direct revelation from
God today? Why or why not?

