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Introduction to the 
Book of Isaiah



When Was the Book of Isaiah 
Written?

Å¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜŘ άin 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judahέ όмΥмύΦ 
ÅIƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŎŀƳŜ άin the year that King 
Uzziah diedέ όсΥмύΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ тпл .Φ/Φ
ÅMost of the events referred to in chapters 1-39 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ όсΥмΤ мпΥнуΤ осΥмύΣ 
so these chapters may have been completed not 
long after 701 BC, the year the Assyrian army was 
destroyed.
ÅThe prophet lived until at least 681 BC and may have 
written chapters 40-66 during his later years. 

ESV Study Bible (p. 5422). Crossway. 



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
ÅIsaiah, son of Amoz, is often thought of as the greatest 
of the writing prophets. 
ÅIƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 ƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning his 
ministry in 740 BC, the year King Uzziah died (Isa 6: 1). 
ÅIsaiah was married and had at least two sons, Shear-
Jashub(Isa 7: 3) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (Isa 8: 3). 
ÅHe probably spent most of his life in Jerusalem, enjoying 
his greatest influence under King Hezekiah(Isa 37:1-2). 
ÅIsaiah is alsocredited with writing a history of the reign 
of King Uzziah (2Ch 26: 22). 
ÅExactly when Isaiah was put to death is not known. 
According to an unsubstantiated Jewish tradition (The 
Ascension of Isaiah), he was sawed in half during the 
reign of Manasseh (cf. Heb 11: 37).

NIV Study Bible, Fully Revised Edition (pp. 5096-5097). Zondervan. 



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
ÅSome (liberal) scholars theorize that more 
than one author was responsible for writing 
the book of Isaiah. 
ÅAccording to them what we have in the 
book of Isaiah is really three books:
ÅFirstIsaiah (Isa 1-39), which is largely the work 
of Isaiah
ÅSecondIsaiah (Isa 40-55), is the work of an 
anonymous prophet living during the 
Babylonian exile, over a century after Isaiah.
ÅThird Isaiah (Isa 56-66), was composed by yet 
anotheranonymous prophet sometime in the 
fifth century BC. 

ESV Study Bible (pp. 5422-5424). Crossway. 



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
ÅThe primary reasons offered for not 
attributing chapters 40-66 to Isaiah the son 
of Amoz are: 
ÅThe writing in chapters 40-66 seems to differ 
(at times) in style from the writing in chapters 
1-39. 
ÅThere are prophesiesin chapters 40-66 which 
accuratelydescribe things that happened over 
100 years after Isaiah died, therefore they 
assume those things ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘhave been 
written by Isaiah!

ESV Study Bible (pp. 5422-5424). Crossway. 



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
ÅBut this claim that there were multiple authors of 
the book of Isaiah just ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘstand up to serious 
scrutiny.
ÅThere is unified testimony from the ancient world 
for singleauthorship for the book of Isaiah.
ÅThe intertestamental book of Sirach (48:24-25) and 
the first-century Jewish historian Josephus (Jewish 
Antiquities 11.5-6) bothŀǘǘŜǎǘ ǘƻ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
of the whole book. 
ÅThe NTrefers to passages throughout the book as 
the work of Isaiah and neversuggests that there are 
any other authors (see Matt 3:3; 4:14-16; 8:17; 
12:17-21; 13:14-15; 15:7-9; Mark 7:6-7; Luke 3:4-6; 
4:17-19; John 1:23; 12:37-41; Acts 8:27-35; 28:25-
27; Rom 9:27-29; 10:16, 20-21; 15:12). 

ESV Study Bible (pp. 5422-5424). Crossway. 



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
Å!ƴȅ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘȅƭŜέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
explained by the different topics covered and by the 
fact that the various parts of the book were probably 
ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ
ÅThe accurate prophesies given in chapters 40-66 are 
not only not a problem, they are evidenceof the 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 
ÅIn fact, there is within these very chapters an appeal
to the fact that the Lord can accuratelypredict the 
future, while the pagan gods and idols cannot: 
ÅȰ0ÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÄÏÌÓȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ,/2$Ȣ Ȱ,ÅÔ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÓÈÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÄÏȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇ ÏÆ )ÓÒÁÅÌȢ 
Ȱ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ȣ tell us what the future holds, so we 
can know what's going to happen. Yes, tell us 
what will occur in the days ahead. Then we will 
know you are gods. (Isaiah41:21-23aNLT)

ESV Study Bible (pp. 5422-5424). Crossway. 



Historical 
Background to the 

Book of Isaiah



Brief History of Israel Prior to Isaiah
ÅThe Israelites were the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob who, after a period of serving as 
slaves in Egypt were rescued by God (through 
Moses) and given the land of Canaan.
Å9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άbe like other nationsέ 
(1 Sam 8:5), asked God for a king.
ÅThe first three kings of Israel were:
ÅSaul
ÅDavid
ÅSolomon

Å5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ son, Rehoboam, the 
people revolted against the heavy taxes levied by 
Solomon and Rehoboam and became a divided 
kingdom.

https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms

https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms


Brief History of Israel Prior to Isaiah
ÅThe tribe of Judah and the majority of the tribe 
of Benjamin accepted Rehoboamas their king. 
ÅThey became the kingdom of Judah, or the 
Southern Kingdom, with its capital at Jerusalem.
ÅThe other 10 tribes and the remainder of the 
tribe of Benjamin chose Jeroboamas their king. 
ÅThese ten tribes retained the title of Israel, and 
became the Northern Kingdom, with 
headquarters at Shechem in Samaria.
ÅAbout 200 years after this division, Isaiah
became one the prophets God sent to minster to 
the Southern Kingdom. 

https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms

https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms


Rose Book of Bible Charts, Maps and Time Lines; Rose Publishing; p.110-111

Kings and Prophets



https://www.conformingtojesus.com/charts-maps/en/israel_and_judah_map.htm

The Divided Kingdom
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Historical Background of Isaiah
ÅIsaiah lived during the stormy period of the 
expansionof the Assyrian Empire and the declineof 
Israel. 
ÅUnder the Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser III (745-727 
BC) the Assyrians swept westward into Aram (Syria) 
and Canaan. 
ÅIn about 733 BC the kings of Aramand Israeltried to 
pressure Ahaz, king of Judah, into joining a coalition 
against Assyria. 
ÅAhaz chose insteadto ask the Assyrian king Tiglath-
Pileser for help, a decision condemnedby Isaiah. 
ÅAssyria did assistJudah and conqueredthe northern 
kingdom in 722 BC. 

Zondervan,. NIV Study Bible, Fully Revised Edition (pp. 5099-5100). 



Near East at the Time Isaiah Began
His Ministry (740 BC)

ESV Study Bible (p. 5434). Crossway.  



The Middle East Today

Rose Bible eChartsMaps



Assyrian Empire

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assyrian_conquest_of_Egypt#/media/File:Neo-Assyrian_map_824-671_BC.png


