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Introduction to the
Book of Isaiah




When Was the Book of Isalah
Written?
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the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
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AMost of the events referred to in chapters3B
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so these chapters may have been completed not

long after 701 BC, the year the Assyrian army was
destroyed.

AThe prophet lived until at least 681 BC and may ha
written chapters 4666 during his later years.

ESV Study Bible (p. 5422). Crossway.



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?

Alsaiah, son of Amoz, is often thought of as the greates
of the writing prophets.
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contemporary of Amos, Hosea and Micah, beginning
ministry in 740 BC, the year King Uzziah died (Isa 6: 1

Alsaiah was married and had at least two sons, Shear
Jashul(lsa 7: 3) and Mahe$halalHashkBaz (Isa 8: 3).

AHe probably spent most of his life Jerusalem enjoying
hisgreatestinfluence undelKing Hezekialflsa 37:12).

Alsaiah isalso credited with writing ahistory of the reign
of King Uzziah (2Ch 26: 22).

AExactlywhen Isaiah was put to death is not known.
According to an unsubstantiated Jewish traditidime
Ascension of Isaildhhe was sawed in half during the
reign of Manasseh (cf. Heb 11: 37).

NIV Study Bible, Fully Revised Edition (pp. 5¥%/). Zondervan.



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?

ASome (liberal) scholars theorize that more
than one author was responsible for writing
the book of Isaiah.

Mccording tahem what we have in the
book of Isalah Is realbree books:

AFirstlsaiah (Isa-B9), which is largely the work
of Isalah

ASecondsaiah (Isa 485), is the work of an
anonymous prophet living during the
Babylonian exile, over a centuajter Isaiah.

AThirdIsaiah (Isa 566), was composed hyet
anotheranonymous prophet sometime in the
fifth century BC.

ESV Study Bible (pp. 542224). Crossway.



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?

AThe primary reasons offered for not
attributing chapters 4@6 to Isaiah the son

of Amoz are:

AThe writing in chapters 466 seems to differ

(at times) In style from the writing
1-39.

In chapters

(b6 which

AThere aregprophesiesn chapters 4

accuratelydescribe things that ha

opened over

100 years after Isaiah died, therefore they
assume those thing® 2 dzt hawe Degn

written by Isaiah!

ESV Study Bible (pp. 542224). Crossway.



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?

ABut this claim that there Wervmulﬂglg authors of
the l:%_ook of Isalah judR 2 S &tgnd Up to serious
scrutiny.

AThere isunified testimony from the ancient world
for singleauthorship for the book of Isaiah.

AThe intertestamental book of Sirach (48:28) and
the_flrs_t-_centur\g/6JeW|sh historign Josephus (Jewish
Antiquities 11.56)bothlF G U Saud 02 Lal
of the whole book.

ATheNTrefers to passagehroughout the book as
the work of Isalah andeversuggests that there are
any other authors (see Matt 3:3; 4416, 8:17;
12:17/-21; 13:1415; 15:79; Mark 7:67; Luke 3:4b;
4:17-19; John 1:23; 12:341; Acts 8:.2/35; 28:25
27; Rom 9:229; 10:16, 221, 15:12).

ESV Study Bible (pp. 542224). Crossway.



Who Wrote the Book of Isaiah?
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explained by thalifferent topicscovered and by the

fact thaf the various parts_of the bqgok were probab]
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AThe accurate prophesies given in chapters58Care
not on\I]%notVa problem, they arevidenceof the ,
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Aln fact, there is within these very chapters eal
to the fact that the Lord caaccuratelypredict the
future, while the pagan gods and idaannot

ﬁQOgAOAL O OEA AAQA &I O U
QEAIAQ%LX x EAO OEAU AAI
QO AO O ElRds wHt the future holds, so we
can know what's gomgC]I to haﬁpen. Yes, tell us
what will occur in the days ahead. Then we will
know you are gods. (Isaiah41:21-23aNLT)

ESV Study Bible (pp. 542224). Crossway.



Historical
Background to the
Book of Isalah




Brief History of Israel Prior to Isalah

AThe Israelites were the descendants of Abraham,
|Isaac, and Jacob who, after a period of serving as
slaves in Egypt were rescued by God (through
Moses) and given the land of Canaan.
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(1 Sam 8:5), asked God fokiag.

AThe first three kings of Israel were:
ASaul
ADavid

ASolomon

A dzNA Y3 (KS NISdnRghobdamthe 2 f
neople revolted against the heavy taxes levied by
Solomon and Rehoboam and becam#&h\aded
KiIngdom.



https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms

Brief History of Israel Prior to Isalah

AThe tribe of Judah and the majority of the tribe
of Benjamin accepteBehoboamas their king.

AThey became the kingdom afidah or the
Southern Kingdomwith its capital at Jerusalem.

AThe other 10 tribes and the remainder of the
tribe of Benjamin chosderoboamas their king.

AThese ten tribes retained the title ¢drael and
became theNorthern Kingdom with
headquarters at Shechem in Samaria.

AAbout 200 years after this divisiolsaiah
became one the prophets God sent to minster t
the Southern Kingdom.


https://www.thechurchnews.com/1994/7/16/23256798/israel-divided-into-two-kingdoms

Kings and Prophets

KINGS & PROPHETS

KINGS OF
ISRAEL

United Kingdom -

(12 Tribes)

KINGS OF ISRAEL
Northern Tribes

JEROBOAM s

931-9108C )
.~NADAB
910-909 BC

BAASHA
909-886 BC

_| TIBNI ass-8308¢
OMRI 525 574 B¢

AHAB
874-853 BC

JORAM (EHORAM)
852841 BC

JEHU
841-814 BC

JEHOAHAZ
814-798 BC

JEHOASH
798782 BC

JEROBOAM II

793-753 BC

~ZECHARIAH

* 753 BC (6 months)
MENAHEM SHALLUM

752742 BC | 752 BC (1 month)

~-PEKAHIAH
742740 BC

=
PEKAH 752.732 8C
HOSHEA 7327228¢C

In 722 BC, Israel fell to

_ Assyrian ruler Sargon Il,
and ceased to exist.

SAUL

1051-1011 BC

DAVID

1011-971 BC

SOLOMON

971-931 BC

KI\JL;\ OF IUDAH
Southern Tribes
REHOBOAM
931913 BC

ABIJAH -.x
913-911BC ~ |

ASA
911-870 BC

JEHOSHAPHAT
873-848 BC

JEHORAM UORAM)
853.841 BC
841 8C QUEEN ATHALIAH 841835 BC

835-796 BC

AMAZIAH
796-767 BC

ISAIAH

UZZIAH (AZARIAH)
792-740 BC
MICAH b
JOTHAM |
750-7328C
AHAZ (JEHOAHAZ) |
735-716 BC
HEZEKIAH
716-687 BC
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https://www.conformingtojesus.com/charts-maps/en/israel_and_judah_map.htm

Historical Background of Isaiah

Alsaiah lived during the stormy period of the

expansionof the Assyrian Empirand thedeclineof
NEE

AUnder the Assyrian Kingglath-Pileser 11(745727

BC) the Assyrians swept westward into Aram (Syri:
and Canaan.

Aln about 733 BC the kings Afam andIsraeltried to
pressureAhaz king of Judah, into joining a coalition
against Assyria.

AAhaz chos@nsteadto ask the Assyrian king Tiglath
Pileser for help, a decisimondemnedoy Isaiah.

AAssyria didassistludah andtonqueredthe northern
kingdom in 722 BC.

Zondervan,. NIV Study Bible, Fully Revised Edition (pp-503Y.



Near East at the Time IsalBagan
His Ministry (740 BC)

ESV Study Bible (p. 5434). Crossway.

Caspian

A%AT Sea
Tigri/s Riv% S

Damascus Euphrates
> River

BABYLONIA
e

EL
‘_,']erusalem ARABIAN Ur~
UJﬁAH " DESERT .

--x...-/-;-.Dumah Gulf
0 200 400 mi
}—I_’—I_l
1

Red Sea 200 400 600 km



The Middle East Today

: HITTITES TURKEY
% FERTILE C

ARABIAN onyu
DESERT

SAUDI ARABIA

Part Sudan

Rose BibleChartdVaps



Assyrian Empire



