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Outline of 1 John
Å1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major

Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Å1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å2:29-4:6 -The Second Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Robert Law, The Tests of Life, Third Edition, 1914, p.21-24



2:29-4:6

The Second Presentation of the Three Tests of 

DIVINE SONSHIP: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE

and BELIEF in Jesus

ω2:29-3:10a - Divine Sonshiptested byRIGHTEOUSNESS
ςGod is righteous therefore everyone who  άŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ rightέis 
άbornƻŦ IƛƳέ(2:29)

ςThe present status and future hope of the άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ(3:1-3)
ςDivine Sonship is utterly contrary to all sin (3:4-10a)

ω3:10b-24a - Divine Sonshiptested byLOVE
ς!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ 

not a child of God (3:10b-11)
ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
ςChrist as the model of love ςwhose example we must follow in 

order to have confidence in our relationship with God (3:16-24a) 

ω3:24b-4:6 - Divine Sonshiptested byBELIEFƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
Message



1 John 2:29-3:10a
Divine Sonship Tested by Righteousness

ÅInstead of viewing the Christian life in terms of 
fellowship with God, as he did in the first 
cycle, the apostle now describes the Christian 
life in terms of divine Sonship.
ÅThis characterization of the Christian life is 

an advance beyond the concept of fellowship. 
The family relationship is a much closer 
relationship . . . Family members are not 
merely companions who are united by 
common interests and experience. They are 
bound together by birth . 

Donald W. Burdick, The Letters of John, Moody Press, 1985, p.224



1 John 2:29-3:10a
Divine Sonship Tested by Righteousness

ÅJust as human children inherit certain 
characteristics from their parents, so everyone 
άōƻǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όƛΦŜΦΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴύ 
άƛƴƘŜǊƛǘǎέ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
God the Father.
ÅJohn teaches us that those who inherit these 

divine characteristics, will show it in their life!
ÅThe principle running through this section is 
Ȱ,ÉËÅ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÌÉËÅ ÓÏÎȢȱ (Å ×ÈÏ ÉÓ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÅÖÉÌ ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÌȭÓ ÌÉËÅÎÅÓÓȠ ÈÅ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ 
a child of God manifests the divine likeness. 

Donald W. Burdick, The Letters of John, Moody Press, 1985, p.224



2:29-4:6

The Second Presentation of the Three Tests of 

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

ω2:29-3:10a - Divine Sonshiptested byRIGHTEOUSNESS
ςGod is righteous therefore everyone who  άŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ rightέis 
άbornƻŦ IƛƳέ(2:29)

ςThe present status and future hope of the άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ(3:1-3)
ςDivine Sonship is utterly contrary to all sin (3:4-10a)

ω3:10b-24a - Divine Sonship tested byLOVE
ς!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ 

not a child of God (3:10b-11)
ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
ςChrist as the model of love ςwhose example we must follow in 

order to have confidence in our relationship with God (3:16-24a) 

ω3:24b-4:6 - Divine Sonship tested byBELIEFƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
Message



1 John 2:29
Johnôs Opening Statement on 

Divine Sonship
29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.



29 If you know that heis righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

When we compare this verse with the first half of 

the very next verse, we see that ñHeò / ñHimò refers 
to God the Father:

Å 1 John 3:1a ςSee what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called children of 
'ÏÄȣ



29 If you know that he is righteous , you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

John says if we know that He (God, the 

Father) is ñrighteousòé



righteous
di,kaioj dikaios

ÅThe term, dikaiosΣ άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ a 
standard. 

ÅIn Greek usage, when applied to human beings, it spoke 
of a person who observes: 
ïCustoms
ïLegal norms
ïLaws

ÅIn the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old 
Testament) Godis often described as dikaios, meaning: 
ïGod is infallibly consistent in the normative self-determination 

of His own nature.
ïDƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Iƛǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ 

own nature are ever in perfect harmony
ïGod is always self-ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΥ άIŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘŜƴȅ IƛƳǎŜƭŦέ 

(2Timothy 2:13).

Donald W. Burdick, The Letters of John, Moody Press, 1985, p.228



29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

John then compares the Fatherwho ñis righteousò 
to the peoplewho ñpractice (s) righteousnessò. The 
word translated ñpracticesò (present tense participle 
of poieo) is a tense in the Greek that indicates that 

he is not talking about an occasional act of 

righteousness, but rather a habitual practice of 

righteousness (Burdick, p. 228; Plummer, p. 69)



29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

John tells us we can be sure that the one who 

practices righteousness ñhas been born of Himò. This is 
a reference to spiritual birth. The word translated 

ñbornò (gennao) is in the Greek perfect tense of which 

indicates that their spiritual birth is an event that was 

completed in the past, but with results that 

continue to the present. In other words: The one who is 
making righteousness the practice of his life has been 
regenerated in the past, and as a result he is now a child of 
God who reveals the family trait of righteousness. (Burdick 
p.229)



born of him
evkauvto,jgenna,wek autos gennao

ÅThis is the first of tenǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō άǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ 
ǘƻέ όgennao)  found in 1 John (2:29; 3:9 [2x]; 4:7; 5:1 
[3x], 4, 18 [2x]). 
ÅIn everycase other than 2:29 Godis explicitly

mentioned as the one by whom those concerned are 
brought to birth. Therefore the ambiguous 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ψborn of himΩ ƛƴ нΥнф Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
interpreted to mean born of God.
ÅCƻǊ WƻƘƴΣ ǘƻ ōŜ άborn of Godέ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

distinct from natural human procreation, something 
that could not be effected by human action or 
desire, but only by God Himself:
ïJohn 1:12-13 - Yet to all who received him, to those who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 
(NIV)

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp.90-91



born of him
evkauvto,jgenna,wek autos gennao

ÅThere are a number of words used in the New 
Testament that communicate the idea of spiritual 
birthόƻǊΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άregenerationέύΥ
ïgennaoςάǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻέ όWƻƘƴ мΥмоΤ оΥо-8; 1John 2:29; 

3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18)
ïgennaowith anothen-άōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴέ - (John 3:3, 7)
ïanagennao-άǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōƛǊǘƘέ όм tŜǘŜǊ мΥоΣ ноύ
ïsuzoopoieoςάǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘέ ό9ǇƘΦ нΥрΤ /ƻƭΦ нΥмоύ
ïpaliggenesiaςάǊŜōƛǊǘƘέ ό¢ƛǘǳǎ оΥрύ
ïapokueoςάǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘέ όWŀƳŜǎ мΥмуύ

New Bible DictionaryΣ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 9ŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ мфунΣ άwŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǇΦмлмр



born of him
evkauvto,jgenna,wek autos gennao

ÅSurveying these terms, we notice that they all
indicate a drastic changewhich may be likened to 
birth, rebirth, re-creation, or even resurrection. 
ÅThe effects of sin on human nature are considered to 

be so seriousthat, without new birth, the sinner 
cannot see, let alone enter into, the kingdom of God:
ïJohn 3:3 - Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom 
of God." 
ïEphesians 2:5 ς[God,] even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace 
you have been savedɀ

New Bible DictionaryΣ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 9ŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ мфунΣ άwŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ǇΦмлмр



So what does it mean for a person to be 
άborn of GodέΚ

ÅSo far we have seen that being born of God:
ïHappens in a point of time, but with resultsthat 

continueafterwards

ïIs something that God does (not man)

ïIs necessary because of the serious effect that sin 
has had on our human nature

ïResultsin a radical changethat can be likened to 
new birth or resurrection

ïMeans that the child of God will manifest 
characteristicsof his heavenly Father (such as 
righteousness)



So what does it mean for a person to be 
άōƻǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέΚ

ÅBeforethe new birth, sincontrolled the man and 
made him a rebelagainst God. (Romans 8:8)
ÅAfter the new birth, the Spirit controls him and 

directs him towards God. (Romans 8:9)
ÅThe born again man is not perfect, he has to grow 

and progress (1Peter 2:2), but in every 
department of his personality he is directed 
towards God.
ÅWe may define regeneration as a drastic act on 

fallen human nature by the Holy Spirit, leading 
ÔÏ Á ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÏÕÔÌÏÏËȢ (Å 
can now be described as a new man who seeks, 
finds and follows God in Christ (New Bible 
Dictionary, p. 1015)



29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

Lƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪΣ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άƪƴƻǿέ 
in this text:

Å The firstǿƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άknowέ όeidete) means to 
άƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘέΦ 

Å The secondǿƻǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άbe sureέ όginoskete) 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΦέ

Å If you know as fact (eidete) that God is righteous, 
John says, then you will perceive as a logical 
consequence (ginoskete) that everyone that doeth 
righteousness is born of him.(Stott, p. 117)



29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that everyone who practices righteousness 
has been born of him.

(1 John 2:29)

Pulling together the grammatical analysis of this 

text, John is saying something like this:

1 John 2:29 - If you know for a fact that all God is 

and does is in perfect harmony with what is right, 

then you will correctly conclude that every man 

who consistently does what is right has been born 
of God (Expanded Paraphrase)



2:29-4:6
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ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
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Message



1 John 3:1-3
The Present Status and Future Hope of the 

ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ
1 See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. 2

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what 
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself 
as he is pure.



1 John 3:1-3
The Present Status and 

Future Hope of the 
ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ 

High Level Overview
https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0
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John tells his readers that their Sonship is 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴǎǇŜŀƪŀōƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ

1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we are. 
The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him.2 Beloved, we are God's children 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who 
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

(1 John 3:1-3)



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure.
(1 John 3:1-3)

John then describes:
ÅThe future effect of Sonship ςwe will be like 

Him.



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure.
(1 John 3:1-3)

John then describes:
ÅThe future effect of Sonship ςwe will be like 

Him.
ÅThe presenteffect of Sonship: self-

purification



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure.

(1 John 3:1-3)

John opens with an expression of utter 

amazement at the kind of love God has 

lavished on us.



Love avga,phagape
ÅFriberg Lexicon:
ïAn attitude of appreciation resulting from a 

conscious evaluation and choice, used of divine 
and human love

ÅBurdick (p. 229):
ïA term that describes the attitude of God towards 

sinful man. 
ïIt is not a strongly emotional word. Instead it 

describes an attitude in which the intellect and 
the will are predominant. 
ïGod loves the sinner not because He is drawn to 

him by his lovableness, but because, in spite of 
ƳŀƴΩǎ unloveliness, God sets His mind and will on 
ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ 
ÅRomans 5:8 - but God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners , Christ died for us. 



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 
himself as he is pure.

(1 John 3:1-3)

The expression of Godôs love that John has 

in mind is this: that we should be called 
children of God.



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
that we should be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world does not know 
us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are 
God's children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure.

(1 John 3:1-3)

Not only are believers called'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ 
they actually are His children. (Burdick, p. 231)



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know usis that it did not 
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure.

(1 John 3:1-3)

The reason why the world ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× ÕÓȣ

Å The word world occurs 23 times in 1 John, and its 
meaning varies according to the context. Here as in a 
number of other places, it denotes the unbelieving 
world . (Kruse, p. 115) 

Å Ȱ7ÏÒÌÄȱ ÈÅÒÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÄÅÐÉÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ 
belong to the evil world system (Burdick, p. 231 )



1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know usis that it did 
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure.
(1 John 3:1-3)

The reason why the world does not know ÕÓȣ

To know a person is not only to recognize him , but 
to understand him, to appreciate him, and to be in 
friendly relationship with him. . . . Because of the 
deep gulf between the children of God and the world, 
no such relationship is possible.

(Burdick, p. 231 )




