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Outline of 1 John

A 1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major
Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

A 1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF. in Jesus

A 2:29-4:6 -The Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEFiIn Jesus

A 4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

\
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- ‘&Robert LawThe Tests of Lifdhird Edition, 1914p.21-24
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2:29-4:6
The Presentation of the Three Tests of
: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE
and BELIEF in Jesus

w2:29-3:10a- Divine Sonshipested byRIGHTEOUSNESS

¢ God is righteous therefore everyone wiioR 2 S & rigi€eisi A -
cborn2 ¥ [(ZA29)¢

¢ The present status and future hope of theO K A £ R NX3y1-3)2 F

¢ Divine Sonship is utterly contrary to all §814-10a)

w 3:10b-24a- Divine Sonshipested byLOVE
C!lyezyS GK2 R2Sa y20 20Sé 0KS (
not a child of Goed (3:10b1)

¢ Cain as the model of murderand hatethose example is followed
by the world (3:1215)

¢ Christ as the model of lovewhose example we must follow in
order to have confidence in our relationship with God (32¥&)

“Wi3:24b-4:6- Divine Sonshipested byBELIEK Y G KS {
“Message



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship Is Utterly Contrary to All

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessne¥u know that

he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no
sin.® No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.
" Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is rightedus.
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil, for
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil? No one born of God makes a

practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of
God % By this it Is evident who are the children of God,
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
DOAAOEAA OECEOAI OOl AOO EO
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1 John 3:4-10ai Overview

A In theprevioussection (1 John 2;29: 3) John argues thate should
live holy livesnow o S O dza S ¢S SELISOU @axhe i

is€ | gecdddicamingve shall becomdike Him.
A Inthis section, John shows that for a bellevemtlnue In sins to
2LJJ2aS GKS ¢ K2f SirstlciunhdiJ2 & 21 /|
C [1Jomn34 1 John 3:810
The |ntroductory Everyone who makes a Whoever makes a
Phrase practice of sinning also practice of sinnings of
practices lawlessness (3:4a) the devil (3:8a)
The Theme TheNatureof Sin is TheOriginof Sin is the
Lawlessnes§3:4b) Devil(3:8b)

The Purpose of He appeared tdake away The reason the Son of

/| KNRA 3oz smsSRIS | NR y 3 God appeared was to
destroy the works of
the devil. (3:8c)

The Logical No one who abides in him  No one born of God
Conclusion keeps on sinning3:6a) makes a practice of
sinning (3:9a)
John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of Join Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.12



In contrast to those who practice righteousness
(2:29) and purify themselves (3:3), John now turns
his attention to those who continue in sin.

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessnesssin is lawlessnessYou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1
1 John 3:410a




In the last part of verse 4, John equates sin to
lawlessness.

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessnesssin is lawlessnes? You know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1
1 John 3:410a




osine ¢ a marti,ghamartia)
AFailing to hit the mark

AA bad action, evil deed

Aln the New Testament it is always used ir
an ethical sense.

{ 0 N2 vy 3-0tips:/Bviwwviiblueletterbible.org/lexicon/g266/kjv/tr/0-1/



https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g266/kjv/tr/0-1/

dawlessnesse ¢ avhomi@nomia)

Aln 1, 2, and 3 John, the word translated
af I gt S aadonig B undonlyan this
verse.

A2 KSY UKS | dzi K2 NJsiiE ™
lawlessness KS R2Sa y20 YS
violation of the Mosaic law, but rather that sin
constitutesopposition and rebellion against

God like the opposition and rebellion of
Satan.

Colin G. Krusd,he Letters of JohiThe New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp A1B



osin€ ¢ a marti,éhamartia)
VErsus
dawlessnesse ¢ avhom{@nomia)

A Hamartiameans amissing of the marka failure to hit
that le(a_t VC\I/hICh one aimed. It is thgeneralword for sin of
any Kind.

A Anomig however is @tronger termreferring not only to
Ithe absenceof law, but to thepurposeful disregard of
aw.

A Sin, then, is not merely a failure to measure up or a
weakness; it isctive and purpgseful refusal_to conform
tolawX y 2 LI NO A Odzt  NJ O2RS 21

A The crucial point at which John is aiming was the
Insistence of the false feachers that the Gnostic cquld be
Indifferentt 2 I Oua 2+ aAyXndtd | ¢
matter concerning which onge can be indifferent. Sin is
I OU dzlI g2t 0 I dl Ay hithe 0 KS
context of 1 John 3404, sin Is rebellion, 1} Is to take
tzhdeQla at-ryIRAFEERYa0-D2R2

e devi

Donald W. Burdicklhe Letters of Johivloody Press, 1985, p. 2237




osin€ ¢ a marti,éhamartia)
VErsus
dawlessnesse ¢ avhom{@nomia)

A The heretics seem to have taught that to the
enlightened Christian, questions of immorality were
a matter o_flndlfferencg bust as today the truth ;
about sin Is concealed py euphemismngs, and our sins
0 LS00 Y G O " O oS OOUCR 08 T3 ¢
gSlIFl1ySaaSae 2N alLJSNAZVY I

A In contrast to suclunderestimatesof sin, John
declares that it is not just a negative failure , _
(hamartia2 a Ay > YSI }\/a AU SN
essentiallyactive rebellionl I Ay au D2 RQ:
violation of His holy law.

A It is important to acknowledge this because the first

step towards holy living Is to recognize the true
nature and wickedness of sin.

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of Jqi#n Introduction and Commentarierdmans, 1979, p.12



So in other words, those (like the false teachers)
who live a life of habitual (present tense) sin are
In active rebellion against God.

4 Everyone who makes @ractice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin lawlessness. °® You know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1
1 John 3:410a




He appeared NBFSNR G2 GKS AyOl
(which the Gnostics denied). In the Greek, John uses the

aorist tense meaning that Jesus appeared gi@nt in
time. (Burdick, p.237)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnessou know that he appearetb

take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides

In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.

Whoever practices righteousness Is righteous, as he Is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not

| 1

1 John 3:410a



John now gives thpurposefor which Christ appeared:
oo take awayoursins ® ! Al Ay 2 W2KYy d
aorist tenseto convey the idea that owsinswere taken
awayat a point in time(Burdick, p. 237)

Compare this with what it teaches irebtews 10:10:

A And by that will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Chrstce for all.

“ Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appearetb take

away sins and in him there is no sifiNo one who abides in him

keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him o
known him.’ Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is rightedWighoever

makes a practice of sinning Is of the deuvil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the works of the devilNo one born of God makes a

practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep
on sinning because he has been born of GEBY this it is evident

who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil:
xEl AOAO Al AO 11O POAAOEAA OECEO
1 John 3:410a




John thus makes it clear that acts of sin are not compatible
xEOE AAEI ¢ Ai ol T &£ '1 A8 '] A
purpose in coming was to remove such a¢gurdick, p.237)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know thathe appeared to
take away sing and in him there is no sifiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness Is righteous, as he Is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the deuvil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinnifay God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1

1 John 3:410a



r*T ETY AAl OAU Ol EEO OAAAA
because they stand at the heart of the gospel message which
they heard from the beginnindKruse, p. 119)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnessou knowthat he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no sitNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness Is righteous, as he Is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1

1 John 3:410a



@nd in him [Jesus] is no §iAThis echoes what John has

already said about Jesus In:

A 1 John 2:1lz Jesus Christ, the righteous

A 1 John 3:3lz He [Jesus] is pure

A And what is taught imll of scripture: (John 8:46; Acts 2:27;
3:14; 4:30; 7:52; 2Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 1Pet 1:19; 2:22)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to take
away smsand in him there is no siff No one who abides in him

keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him o
known him.’ Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteé\ghoever

makes a practice of sinning Is of the deuvil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the works of the devil.No one born of God makes a

practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep
on sinning because he has been born of GEByY this it is evident

who are the children of God, and who are_the chlldren of the deuvil:
xEl AOAO A¥ AO 110 POAAOEAA OECEO

1 John 3:410a




The declaration of verse 6 is a logical deduction from the
statements of verse 5. Since Christ came to remove sins and
since there is no sin in Him, it is obviously true that the one

who dwells in him will not engage in habitual siBurdick,
P.238)

/

“Everyone who makes G praceice cisinning alsc pracrices
e £

~J
larwlessness; sin is I'n«/fc::h&y - You know thair he appearad 0
take away siins, and in hirm there is o sin, © No onew Hocabides
In hirm keeps-onisinning; o one who keeps on sinning has either g

seeir him or knowin hini, 7 Little children, let no cne ic::z ve Yol
Whoever practices righteousrniess is rignteous, as he

righteous, © Whoever makes a practice of sinning is c, Fthedevil, )
forthe devil has been sinning fr'om the beginning. Tne reascr:

‘the Son of God appedared was to Gestroy the Works of the devil. ' 1B
No ane bora of Gad makes a practice cyfsnmmg,for God'sceed o
ahides in hira, and mz cannot keep on sink g becavse he ha
teen borr of FGod, L C By tnis it is evidernt wha are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does net
practice rightecusness is not af God... (
1ol 3:4-103



