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Outline of 1 John
Å1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major

Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Å1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å2:29-4:6 -The Second Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Robert Law, The Tests of Life, Third Edition, 1914, p.21-24



2:29-4:6

The Second Presentation of the Three Tests of 

DIVINE SONSHIP: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE

and BELIEF in Jesus

ω2:29-3:10a - Divine Sonshiptested byRIGHTEOUSNESS
ςGod is righteous therefore everyone who  άŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ rightέis 
άbornƻŦ IƛƳέ(2:29)

ςThe present status and future hope of the άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ(3:1-3)
ςDivine Sonship is utterly contrary to all sin (3:4-10a)

ω3:10b-24a - Divine Sonshiptested byLOVE
ς!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ 

not a child of God (3:10b-11)
ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
ςChrist as the model of love ςwhose example we must follow in 

order to have confidence in our relationship with God (3:16-24a) 

ω3:24b-4:6 - Divine Sonshiptested byBELIEFƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
Message



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship is Utterly Contrary to All Sin

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that 
he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no 
sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of 
God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of God, 
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship is Utterly 

Contrary to All Sin 

High Level Overview
https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0

https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0


1 John 3:4-10a ïOverview
Å In the previoussection (1 John 2:29-3:3) John argues that we should 

live holy livesnowōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎ άas he 
isέ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ second comingwe shall become like Him. 

Å In this section, John shows that for a believer to continue in sin is to 
ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ first coming!

1 John 3:4-7 1 John 3:8-10

The Introductory 
Phrase

Everyone who makes a 
practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness (3:4a)

Whoever makes a 
practice of sinning is of 
the devil (3:8a)

The Theme The Natureof Sin is 
Lawlessness(3:4b)

The Originof Sin is the 
Devil(3:8b)

The Purpose of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ !ǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ

He appeared to take away 
sins (3:5) 

The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to 
destroy the works of 
the devil . (3:8c)

The Logical 
Conclusion

No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning (3:6a)

No one born of God 
makes a practice of 
sinning (3:9a)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.121



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

In contrast to those who practice righteousness 

(2:29) and purify themselves (3:3), John now turns 
his attention to those who continue in sin.



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

In the last part of verse 4, John equates sin to 
lawlessness.



άsinέ ςa`marti,a(hamartia)

ÅFailing to hit the mark

ÅA bad action, evil deed

ÅIn the New Testament it is always used in 
an ethical sense.

{ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ 5ŀǘŀ - https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g266/kjv/tr/0-1/

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/g266/kjv/tr/0-1/


άlawlessnessέ ςavnomi,a(anomia)

ÅIn 1, 2, and 3 John, the word translated 
άƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎέ  όanomia) is found only in this 
verse. 

Å²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ м WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άsin is 
lawlessnessέ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
violation of the Mosaic law, but rather that sin 
constitutes opposition and rebellion against 
God, like the opposition and rebellion of 
Satan. 

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp.117-118



άsinέ ςa`marti,a(hamartia)
versus

άlawlessnessέ ςavnomi,a(anomia)
ÅHamartiameans a missing of the mark, a failure to hit 

that at which one aimed. It is the generalword for sin of 
any kind. 

ÅAnomia, however is a stronger termreferring not only to 
the absenceof law, but to the purposeful disregard of 
law. 

ÅSin, then, is not merely a failure to measure up or a 
weakness; it is active and purposeful refusal to conform 
to lawΧ ƴƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻŘŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƘŜǊŜΦ

ÅThe crucial point at which John is aiming was the 
insistence of the false teachers that the Gnostic could be 
indifferentǘƻ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΧ IŜ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ not a 
matter concerning which one can be indifferent. Sin is 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǾƻƭǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΧ In the 
context of 1 John 3:4-10a, sin is rebellion, it is to take 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŜƳȅΣ 
the devil. 

Donald W. Burdick, The Letters of John, Moody Press, 1985, p. 236-237



άsinέ ςa`marti,a(hamartia)
versus

άlawlessnessέ ςavnomi,a(anomia)
ÅThe heretics seem to have taught that to the 

enlightened Christian, questions of immorality were 
a matter of indifference, just as today the truth 
about sin is concealed by euphemisms, and our sins 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŜǊŜ άǇŜŎŎŀŘƛƭƭƻŜǎέΣ άǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎέ ƻǊ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎέΦ 
ÅIn contrast to such underestimatesof sin, John 

declares that it is not just a negative failure 
(hamartiaΣ ǎƛƴΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪΩύ ōǳǘ 
essentially active rebellionŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
violation of His holy law. 
ÅIt is important to acknowledge this because the first 

step towards holy living is to recognize the true 
nature and wickedness of sin. 

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.122



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

So in other words, those (like the false teachers) 

who live a life of habitual (present tense) sin are 
in active rebellion against God.



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

άHe appearedέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
(which the Gnostics denied). In the Greek, John uses the 
aorist tense, meaning that Jesus appeared at a point in 
time. (Burdick, p.237)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep 
on sinning because he has been born of God. 10a By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 
1 John 3:4-10a

Å John now gives the purposefor which Christ appeared: 
άto take away our sinsέΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ WƻƘƴ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ 
aorist tenseto convey the idea that our sinswere taken 
away at a point in time(Burdick, p. 237) 

Å Compare this with what it teaches in Hebrews 10:10:

Å And by that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all .



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

John thus makes it clear that acts of sin are not compatible 
×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 
purpose in coming was to remove such acts. (Burdick, p.237)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

ɍ*ÏÈÎɎ ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÙÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȭ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
because they stand at the heart of the gospel message which 
they heard from the beginning. (Kruse, p. 119)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep 
on sinning because he has been born of God. 10a By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 
1 John 3:4-10a

ȰAnd in him [Jesus] is no sinȱ - This echoes what John has 
already said about Jesus in:
Å1 John 2:1b ςJesus Christ, the righteous
Å1 John 3:3b ςHe [Jesus] is pure
ÅAnd what is taught in all of scripture: (John 8:46; Acts 2:27; 

3:14; 4:30; 7:52; 2Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 1Pet 1:19; 2:22) 



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 
1 John 3:4-10a

The declaration of verse 6 is a logical deduction from the 
statements of verse 5. Since Christ came to remove sins and 
since there is no sin in Him, it is obviously true that the one 
who dwells in him will not engage in habitual sin (Burdick, 
p.238)


