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Outline of 1 John
Å1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major

Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Å1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å2:29-4:6 -The Second Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Robert Law, The Tests of Life, Third Edition, 1914, p.21-24



2:29-4:6

The Second Presentation of the Three Tests of 

DIVINE SONSHIP: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE

and BELIEF in Jesus

ω2:29-3:10a - Divine Sonshiptested byRIGHTEOUSNESS
ςGod is righteous therefore everyone who  άŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ rightέis 
άbornƻŦ IƛƳέ(2:29)

ςThe present status and future hope of the άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ(3:1-3)
ςDivine Sonship is utterly contrary to all sin (3:4-10a)

ω3:10b-24a - Divine Sonshiptested byLOVE
ς!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ 

not a child of God (3:10b-11)
ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
ςChrist as the model of love ςwhose example we must follow in 

order to have confidence in our relationship with God (3:16-24a) 

ω3:24b-4:6 - Divine Sonshiptested byBELIEFƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
Message



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship is Utterly Contrary to All Sin

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that 
he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no 
sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of 
God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of God, 
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship is Utterly 

Contrary to All Sin 

High Level Overview
https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0

https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0


1 John 3:4-10a ïOverview
Å In this section, John shows that to continue in sin is to 
ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ

Å This text divides into two parts. Last week we looked at 
the first part, this week we will look at the second:

1 John 3:4-7 1 John 3:8-10

The Introductory 
Phrase

Everyone who makes a 
practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness (3:4a)

Whoever makes a 
practice of sinning is of 
the devil (3:8a)

The Theme The Natureof Sin is 
Lawlessness(3:4b)

The Originof Sin is the 
Devil(3:8b)

The Purpose of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ !ǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ

He appeared to take away 
sins (3:5) 

The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to 
destroy the works of 
the devil . (3:8c)

The Logical 
Conclusion

No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning (3:6a)

No one born of God 
makes a practice of 
sinning (3:9a)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.121



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

The [Greek] participle poionɍÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ Ȱwhoever makes a 
practiceȱɎ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÅÎÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÕÓ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎ 
who is continually committing sin . His whole pattern of 
life is one of sin. (Burdick, p.241)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

The phrase ñof the devilò (in verse 8) is parallel toñborn of 
Godò (in verse 9). Although the Scripture does not use the 
expression ñbornof the devilò, Jesus did say, ñYou are of 
your father the devilò (John 8:44).



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

The tense of the [Greek] verb hamartaneiɍÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÅÄ Ȱhas 
been sinningȱɎ ÉÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÉÎÇ continuing action . . .  
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ Ȱfrom the beginningȱȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÌ ÈÁÓ 
been continually engaged in sin. (Burdick, p.242)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep 
on sinning because he has been born of God. 10a By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

4ÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÌȭÓ ÓÉÎÎÉÎÇ Ȱfrom the beginningȱ probably refers to 
Genesis 1-4, where the devil tempted the first couple, and 
their sin spread to Cain, who murdered his brother, 
something which is hinted at in the Fourth Gospel, where 
*ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÌ ×ÁÓ Á ÍÕÒÄÅÒÅÒ Ȱfrom the 
beginningȱɉ*ÏÈÎ όȡψψɊȢ (Kruse, p. 123)



WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ
ÅThe Originof the Devil
ï!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ уΥппΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ άholdέ ǘƻ 

the truth: John 8:44 - You belong to your father, 
the devil, and you want to carry out your father's 
desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth 
in him . When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
(NIV)
ïThis seems to indicate that the devil once had the 
ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦŜƭƭ όƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ άƘƻƭŘƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
truth).
ïάfor there is no truth in himέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ why

he fell, but how we knowhe fell.
ï¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘŀǘŜŘ άfrom the beginningέΣ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
existence, but of his fallen career

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.136-138



WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ

ÅThe Activity of the Devil

ï¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ constantly evil
because he is by natureάǘƘŜ evilƻƴŜέ όWƻƘƴ 
17:15; 1 John 2:13-14, 3:12, 5:18-19)

ï¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŜǾƛƭ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ 
three spheres (which correspond to the 
three tests of 1 John):

ÅLack of Righteousness- He is the original 
sinner.

ÅLack of LoveςHe is a murderer.

ÅLack of TruthςHe is a liar.

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.136-138



WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ
ÅThe Activity of the Devil (continued)
ïLack of RighteousnessςHe is the original sinner.
ÅIŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ άbeen sinning from the beginningέόм WƻƘƴ оΥуύ
ÅHe tempts others into sin (cf., Mat 6:13)
ÅHe is, in fact, the originator of all sin (1 John 3:8) 

ïLack of LoveςHe is a murderer.
ÅCain in killing Abel gave evidence of his diabolical origin (1Jn 3:12)
ÅSo did the Jews who sought to kill Jesus (Jn 8:40-41)
ÅFoiled in his assault upon Jesus, the devil now persecutes the 

church (Rev 12:4-6, 13-17)
ÅIŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊέ όApollyon) (Rev 9:11)

ïLack of TruthςHe is a liar.
ÅHe is a liar and the Father of it, there is no truth in him (Jn 8:44).
ÅConsequently he is the accuser of Christians (Rev 12:10)
ïTheir adversaryόƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘΣ ά{ŀǘŀƴέύ
ïA slanderer(meaning of the Greek word diabolos)

ÅHe seeks to deceive Christians by the lies of the false prophets (cf., 
1 John 2:21-22, 4:2)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.136-138



WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ
ÅThe Power of the Devil
ïHe is able to insinuate evil thoughts and designs into the 

minds of men: John 13:2 - During supper, when the devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot , 
3ÉÍÏÎ΄Ó ÓÏÎȟ ÔÏ ÂÅÔÒÁÙ ÈÉÍȣ
ïHe has on someoccasions been able to enter into men

himself personally: John 13:27 - Then after he had taken 
the morsel, Satan entered into him . Jesus said to him, 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏȟ ÄÏ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙȢȱ
ïHe is the PrinceόƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ άrulerέύ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ όWƴ мнΥомΣ 

14:30, 16:11)
ïHis dominion is so extensive that the whole 

(unregenerate) world is said to be under his control. (1 
John 5:19)
ïIndeed, unbelieving men are said to be of the devil. He is 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άfatherέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ άchildrenέ όWƴ уΥппΤ мWƴ 
2:10)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.136-138



WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ
ÅThe Overthrow of the Devil
ïHis overthrow began with the arrival of the Son of 
DƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ Ƙŀǎ άƴƻ ƘƻƭŘέ όWƴ мпΥолύ
ï¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭϥǎ ǿƻǊƪέ όмWƴ оΥуύ
ï¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜƭȅ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

and resurrection (Jn 12:31). 
ïSo far, however, his overthrow has been a 

dethronement rather than a decisive destruction.
ïHis final defeat will not take place until the last day 

(Rev 20:10)
ïaŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘέ 

from the evil one those whom the Father has given 
to Christ (Jn 17:15). God keeps them safe, and the 
evil one cannot harm them (1Jn 5:18).
ïLƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭ ƻƴŜέ 

(1Jn 2:13-14, 4:4)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.136-138



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 
1 John 3:4-10a

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil .
Question:In what way did Christôs appearance 
ñdestroy the works of the devilò?



Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŘƛŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ 
άdestroy the works of the devilέΚ

Å4ÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÌȭÓ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
which he is the source, whether directly or indirectly.
(Burdick, p.243)

ÅKruse observes:
ïJohn does not say how Jesus destroyed the work of the devil, only that 

he did. 
ïJohn does say elsewhere that Christ appeared to take away sins (3:5), 

something he achieved by offering himself as an atoning sacrifice (2:2; 
4:10).

ïWƻƘƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘ όŘŜŀǘƘύ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
sins (1:7,9).

ïWe can safely infer that through his atoning death Jesus dealt with the 
problem of human sin and in so doing destroyed the works of the 
devil.

ï In the light of all this, the author urges his readers not to be led astray 
by those who claim sinful behavior does not matter. 

ï It must matter, for the Son of God appeared to destroy the work of the 
devil, which is to lead people into sin. 



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

.Ï ÏÎÅ ÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ



άborn of Godέ ς
gegennhme,nojevktou/ qeou/  gennaoek theos

Å This is the second of ten references to being born of God in 1 John. 

Å Nowhere in this letter does John describe what is involved in the 
processƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άōƻǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ Iƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ practical. He is 
interested in the behaviorof those born of God:
ïThey do right (2:29)

ïDo not sin (3:9; 5:18)

ïLove one another (4:7)

ïBelieve that Jesus is the Christ (5:1)

ïAnd overcome the world (5:18)

Å The processof being born of God is explained in the Gospelof John. 
There being born of God is something which ultimately can only be 
effected by the will of God (John 1:11-12). It is . . . described as 
being born of the Spirit (John 3:5-8). Putting these things together 
to be born of God here means being brought to new spiritual life 
by the will of God through the agency of His Spirit.

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, p.124



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or 
known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever 
makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was 
to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep 
on sinning because he has been born of God. 10a By this it is evident 
who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
×ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

John is declaring, not that the regenerated person 
does not commit sin, but that he does not continually 
engage in sinning. The Christian does not follow the 
example of the devil, who has been continually 
sinning ever since his fall.  (Burdick, p. 246)



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 

1 John 3:4-10a

ȣÆÏÒ 'ÏÄ΄Ó ÓÅÅÄ ÁÂÉÄÅÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÍ



άseedέ spe,rma/ sperma
Å¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻƭŘ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ άǎǇŜǊƳέ 

by which people are born of God, which when unpacked 
refers to the work of the Spirit in believers.

Å¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŜŜŘέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘǳŀƎƛƴǘ ōƻǘƘΥ 
ïLiterally (meaning plant seeds) 
ïMetaphorically (meaning male sperm, human children or 

descendants). 

ÅIt is used both literally and metaphorically in the NT also. 
Its metaphorical use in the NT covers a wide range of 
meanings:
ï! ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ όaŀǘ ннΥнп-25; 

Mark 12:19-22; Luke 20:28)
ï!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ όWƻƘƴ уΥооΣ 

37; Acts 7:6; Rom 4:18; 9:7-8; 2Cor 11:22; Heb 11:18).
ï!ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ όDŀƭ оΥнфύ
ï!ƴŘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ άǎŜŜŘέ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ όDŀƭ оΥмфύ

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp.124-125



άseedέ spe,rma/ sperma

ÅHowever nowhere else in the NT (or the Septuagint) 
ƛǎ ƛǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ άDƻŘΩǎ ǎŜŜŘέΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
in 1 John 3:9. 

Å¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎŜŜŘέ Řƻ 
not help us much in trying to understand what is 
ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ άDƻŘΩǎ ǎŜŜŘέ

ÅThe controlling idea in this verse is that believers are 
those to whom God has given birth. 

ÅAs such, they cannot continue in sin, the primary 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜŜŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp.124-125



άseedέ spe,rma/ sperma

ÅWhat is it that actually remains in those born of God 
that makes it impossible for them to continue in sin? 

ÅWithin 1 John believers are said to have remaining in 
them (be indwelt by)
ïThe gospel message they heard from the beginning (2:24)

ïThe anointing / Holy Spirit (2:27)

ïGod himself (3:24; 4:12, 15, 16)

ÅOf these three, the Holy Spirit is the most 
satisfactory option, in light of the fact that the new 
birth is effected by God through the Spirit, and it is 
the Spirit who in Johannine theology remains with 
and in believers. 

Colin G. Kruse, The Letters of John, The New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp.124-125



άseedέ spe,rma/ sperma

Åά'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÅÅÄέ could bea collective noun for the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ όŎŦΦ Wƴ уΥооΤ Dŀƭ оΥнфύΣ ŀƴŘ άin himέ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ άƛƴ DƻŘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ (i.e., 
God's seed abides in himҐ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ 
God)
ÅIt is more probable, however, that the expression 
ά'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÅÅÄέ ƛǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ w{± ǘŜȄǘ 
άDƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜέ ƻǊ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǎŜŜŘέ όb9.ύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
άin himέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ (i.e., God's seed 
abides in himҐ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ 
God)

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.127-130



άseedέ spe,rma/ sperma

ÅThe new nature exerts a strong internal pressure 
towards holiness which enables John to affirm 
without fear of contradiction that a person having 
DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜŜŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƛƴ όн/ƻǊ рΥмтΤ нtŜǘ 
1:4). Indeed if he should continue in sin, it would 
indicate that he had never been born again. 
ÅThat sperma, like chrisma, refers to the Holy Spirit is 

not impossible. . . We shall probably never know for 
certain precisely what John intended. 
ÅBut whether the implanted and abiding seed is the 

word of the Gospel, or the Holy Spirit, or the divine 
natureǘƘǳǎ ƛƳǇŀǊǘŜŘ όŎŦΦ нtŜǘ мΥпύΣ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ 
supernatural birth from God which keeps him from 
sinning. 

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of John ςAn Introduction and Commentary, Eerdmans, 1979, p.127-130



4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides 
in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, 
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed 
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has 
been born of God. 10a By this it is evident who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȣ 
1 John 3:4-10a

)Ô ÉÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓ ÉÎÄ×ÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
spermaɍȰÓÅÅÄȱɎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ 
does not engage continually in the practice of sin. 
(Burdick, p.247)


