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Outline of 1 John

A 1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major
Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

A 1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF. in Jesus

A 2:29-4:6 -The Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEFiIn Jesus

A 4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD:

RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

\
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- ‘&Robert LawThe Tests of Lifdhird Edition, 1914p.21-24
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2:29-4:6
The Presentation of the Three Tests of
: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE
and BELIEF in Jesus

w2:29-3:10a- Divine Sonshipested byRIGHTEOUSNESS

¢ God is righteous therefore everyone wiioR 2 S & rigi€eisi A -
cborn2 ¥ [(ZA29)¢

¢ The present status and future hope of theO K A £ R NX3y1-3)2 F

¢ Divine Sonship is utterly contrary to all §814-10a)

w 3:10b-24a- Divine Sonshipested byLOVE
C!lyezyS GK2 R2Sa y20 20Sé 0KS (
not a child of Goed (3:10b1)

¢ Cain as the model of murderand hatethose example is followed
by the world (3:1215)

¢ Christ as the model of lovewhose example we must follow in
order to have confidence in our relationship with God (32¥&)

“Wi3:24b-4:6- Divine Sonshipested byBELIEK Y G KS {
“Message



1 John 3:4-10a
Divine Sonship Is Utterly Contrary to All

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessne¥u know that

he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no
sin.® No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.
" Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is rightedus.
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil, for
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
works of the devil? No one born of God makes a

practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of
God % By this it Is evident who are the children of God,
and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
DOAAOEAA OECEOAI OOl AOO EO
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1 John 3:4-10ai Overview

A In this sectign, John shows that¢ontinue In sins to
21JJ2aS (GKS gK2tS LJzN1lJ2as

A This text divides intbwo parts. Last week we looked at
the first part, this week we will look at the second:

- |1John347 1 John 3:810

The Introductory Everyone who makes a Whoever makes a

Phrase practice of sinning also practice of sinnings of
practices lawlessness (3:4a) the devil (3:8a)

The Theme TheNature of Sin is TheOriginof Sin is the
Lawlessnes§3:4b) Devil(3:8b)

The Purpose of He appeared tdake away The reason the Son of

/| KNRA 3oz smsSRIS | NR y 3 God appeared was to
destroy the works of
the devil. (3:8c)

The Logical No one who abides in him  No one born of God
Conclusion keeps on sinning3:6a) makes a practice of
sinning (3:9a)
John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of Join Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.12



The [Greek] participlepoions O O A1 @hodverAnAkesn
practice0 Y EO EI OEA BDBOAOAI O OAI
who iscontinually committing sin . His wholegattern of

life Is one of sin(Burdick, p.241)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnesg¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides

In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinnimng of the deuvil,
for the devil has'been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God/makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1

1 John 3:410a



The phafthesdeviboin (1 n ver se nBonofi s
Gob (i n verse 9). Although th
expreshsrnoh fihe devi | oYoualeefs us
your father the devib(John 8:44).

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no sitNo one who abides
In"him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning of the devil
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No oneborn of Godnakes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not
|1

1 John 3:410a



The tense of the [Greek] veHamartaneir OOA | @GdsA OA
beensinning ¥ E O B OA Gdntindihg adii¢hD EA OE
4EOI OCEIT OO ffomihe 2gnkingUnA A@EDA OA A
beencontinually engaged in sin(Burdick, p.242)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnesg¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides

In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint.Little children, let no one deceive you.

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has:-heenisinning from the beginninbhe reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God/makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not

| 1

1 John 3:410a



4 EA A A OE ifrédQhe Odfihningdrobabl® refers to
Genesis -4, where the devil tempted the first couple, and
their sin spread to Cain, who murdered his brother,

something which is hinted at in the Fourth Gospel, where
* AOOO OAUO OEA AdnGHel xAO A

beginningd j * | E I (Krudse, pt $23)8

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnesgou know that he appeared to take
away sins, and in him there is no sfiNo one who abides in him

keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him o
known him.” Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righted\ighoever

makes a practice of sinning is of the dewly the devil has been

sinning from the beginning The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the works of the devl.No one born of God makes a
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep
on sinning because he has been born of GEMBYy this it is evident

who are the children:of God, and who are the children of the devil:_

x ENAOA Q! Al AO

1 John 3:410a




W2KyQa ¢SI OKAY 3

A TheOrigin of the Devil

11 002 NR)\83/EI U2 W2KY hold& ni:
the truth: John 8:44 You belong to %/our father,
the devil, and you want to carry out your father's
desire. He was a murderer from the beginning,
not _holdln% to the truth, for there is no truth
In him . When he lies, he speaks his native
I(aang/t)Jage, for he is a liar and the father of lies

I This seems to indicate that the devil ortad the
UNHz0 KX o0dzi I 0SNJ ¥St ¢ 1
truth). —

i oforthereisnotruthinhinE A Y RA Qvhyl S a
he fell, buthow WeAknovyhe 1Ell., .

TCKSNBETZ2NL UKS RSOAL Oa
Ydza u O SfroRthelb8ghtiningg 2 YV 2 U 2
existence but of his fallen career

John R. W. Stotf he Epistles of JolgrAn Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.13k38



W2KyQa ¢SI OKAY 3
ATheActivity of the Devil
i¢KS RS@ZA teandtantly@ulA GA G ¢
because he iby naturea U &2 Yy S€ 0
17:15; 1 John 2:134, 3:12, 5:1819)
iI¢KS RSOAf Qa SQOAf @20
three spheregwhich correspond to the

three testsof 1 John):

ALack ofRighteousnessHe is the original
sinner.

ALack ofLovec He is a murderer.
ALack ofTruth ¢ He is a liar.

John R. W. Stotfhe Epistles of JolgPAn Introduction and CommentariZerdmans, 1979, p.13638



W2KyQa ¢SI OKAY 3

A TheActivity of the Devil (continued)

I Lack of RighteousnessHe is theoriginal sinner
Al S KA Y absdn innikid frdm the beginnifgo m W2 Ky ¢
A He temptsothersinto sin (cf., Mat 6:13)
A He is, in fact, theriginator of all sin (1 John 3:8)

I Lack of Love He is anurderer.
A Cain in killing Abel gave evidence of his diabolical origin (1Jn 3:12)
A So did the Jews who sought to kill Jesus (IJn-8130

A Foiled in his assault upon Jesus, the devil now persecutes the
church (Rev 12:6, 1317)

Al'S Aa OF ft SRApalyos (RévR:313 (0 N2 & S NE ¢
I Lack of Truthc He is diar.
A He is a liar and the Father of it, there is no truth in him (Jn 8:44).
A Consequently he is the accuser of Christians (Rev 12:10)
i Theiradversaryo YSI yAy 3 2F GKS | SONBgG ¢
I Aslanderer(meaning of the Greek wordiabolog

A He seeks to deceive Christians by the lies of the false prophets (cf.
1 John 2:2122, 4:2)

John R. W. Stotfhe Epistles of JolgPAn Introduction and CommentariZerdmans, 1979, p.13638



W2KyQa ¢SI OKAY 3

A ThePowerof the Devil

I He is able to insinuate evil thoughts and designs into the
minds of menJohn 13:2 During supper, when thdeuvil
had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot ,
SEITI O OITh O AAOOAU EEI

I He has orsomeoccasions been able &nter into men
himself personallyJohn 13:2# Then after he had taken
the morsel Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him,  _
REASEEORUISES A-OA  C I E S CRSEN AT

i HeisthePrince6 f A D &UNE Df 8F W KA A 62|
14:30, 16:11)

I His dominion Is so extensive thie whole
(unregenerate) worlds said to baunder his contral (1
John 5:19)

I Indeed, unbelieving men are said to bthe devil. He Is
0 K SfatHedE & | Y R (1 Kibdrerié NB WKCA & Y@ n
2:10)

John R. W. Stotf he Epistles of JolgrAn Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.13k38



W2KyQa ¢SI OKAY 3

A TheOverthrow of the Deuvil

His overthroyv began with the arrjval gf th
D2R 20SNJ gK2Y UKS
¢CKS SELINBaa . LidzNLJ2
aRSalUNRBRe UKS RSOA
¢tKAa gl a | OO2YLJ) Aa
and resurrection (Jn 12:31).

So far, however, his overthrow has beena
dethronement rather than a decisive destruction.

His final defeat will not take place until the last day
(Rev 20:10) = é

aSlIFYygKAt S22 AU Aa LJ2aaAo
from the evil one those whom the Father has given
to Christ (Jn 17:15). God keeps them safe, and the
evil one cannot harm them (1Jn 5:18). i
LYRSSR uUuKSe IINbB ot S 02
(1Jn 2:1314, 4:4)

a
f

John R. W. Stotfhe Epistles of JolgPAn Introduction and CommentariZerdmans, 1979, p.13638



The reason the Son of God appeared waddstroy

the works of the devil.

Question: | n ~what way did Chr i
rdestroy the works of the dewl ?

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no sitNo one who abides

In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is
righteous.® Whoeyver makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginninde reason

the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of God'makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed
abides in him, and 'he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not_
DOAAOEAA OECEOAI OOl AOCO EO 11
1 John 3:410a




LY 6KIFOG o6& RAR [/

cdestroy the works of the devil K

A4EA AAOEI 60 xiI OEO AOA Al1l O
which he is the source, whether directly or indirectly.
(Burdick, p.243)

A Kruse observes:

F]]orcljnddoes not sayow Jesus destroyed the work of the devil, only that
edi

John does say elsewhere that Christ appeared to take away sins (3:5)
something he achieved by offering himself as an atoning sacrifice (2:2
4:10).

W2Ky | faz2 areéea GKIFIG WSadzaQ of 22

sins (1:7,9).

We can safely infer that through his atoning death Jesus dealt with the

grok_)llem of human sin and in so doing destroyed the works of the
evil.

In the light of all this, the author urges his readers not to be led astray
by those who claim sinful behavior does not matter.

It must matter, for the Son of God appeared to destroy the work of the
devil, which is to lead people into sin.



barn of Gid.

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness:; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he Is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son.of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of Goohakes a practice of sinning, for.God's seed
abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not

| |

1 John 3:410a



oborn of Gode ¢
gegennhme,erofou/ geoll gennaoektheos

A This is the second of ten references to being born of God in 1 John

A Nowhere inthis letter does John describe what is involved in the
proces2 ¥ 0SAY3IA ao02Ny 27T matikabEeid A ¢
Interested in thebehaviorof those born of God:

I They do right (2:29)

I Do not sin (3:9; 5:18)

I Love one another (4:7)

I Believe that Jesus is the Christ (5:1)

i And overcome the world (5:18)

A Theprocessf being born of God is explained in tB®spelof John.
There being born of God Iis something which ultimately can only be
effected by the will of God (John 1:1P). It is . . . described as
being born of the Spirit (John 38&). Putting these things together

to be born of God here means being brought to new spiritual life
by the will of God through the agency of His Spirit.

Colin G. Krusd,he Letters of JohiThe New Pillar Commentary, 2000, p.124



John is declaring, not that the regenerated person
does notcommit sin, but that he does natontinually
engage in sinning. The Christian does not follow the
example of the devil, who has beeontinually

sinning ever since his fall. (Burdick, p. 246)

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to take
away sins, and in him there is no sfiNo one who abides in him

keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him o
known him.” Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness Is righteous, as he is righteélWghoever

makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the works of the deviNo one born of God makes a

practice of sinning for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep
on sinning because he has been born of GEBY this it is evident

who are the children:of God, and who are the children of the deuvil:

X E1A OA O Al A0

1 John 3:410a
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SAEI O "T A" O OAAA AAEAAO EI

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices
lawlessness:; sin is lawlessnes¥ou know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no siiNo one who abides
In him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has eithe
seen him or known hint. Little children, let no one deceive you.
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he Is
righteous.® Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the deuvil,
for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son.of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.
No one born of Godimakes a practice of sinning;for. God's seed
abides in him and he cannot keep on sinning because he has
been born of God% By this it is evident who are the children of
God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not

| |

1 John 3:410a



oseecdk spe,rmaperma

ACKAE A& I"0U06,2T R YSUIF LIKZNE
by which people are born of God, which when unpacked
refers to the work of the Spirit in believers.

A¢CKS 62NR daSSRé¢ Aa dzaSR A
I Literally (meaning plant seeds)
I Metaphorically (meaning male sperm, human children or
descendants).

A It is used both literally and metaphorically in the NT also.
Its metaphorical use in the NT covers a wide range of
meanings:

il LISNR2YQa OKAf RNBY 2NJ-A5Ke & A (
Mark 12:1922; Luke 20:28)

i YR AY LI NIOAOdzZE I NJ ! 6N KIFIYQ&a |
37; Acts 7:6; Rom 4:18; 987 2Cor 11:22; Heb 11:18).

i 1T ONKFYQa aLIANAGOMZ £ RSAOSYRE

iTYyR (02 /KNRARAG & 0KS LJNEY)\éS

Colin G. Krusd,he Letters of JohiThe New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp 11245



oseecdk spe,rmaperma

A However nowhere else in the NT (or the Septuagint)
Ad AlG0 dzZa&SR Ay UKS SELINEK:
In 1 John 3:9.

ACKS 20KSNJ YSUF LIK2NROI f
not help us much In trying to understand what is
YSIyG 68 (GKS SELINBAAAZY

A The controlling idea ithis verse is that believers are
those to whom God has given birth.

A As such they cannot continue In sin, the primary
NEFFaz2y o0SAy3 GKIG D2RQa

Colin G. Krusd,he Letters of JohiThe New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp 11245



oseecdk spe,rmaperma

A What is it thatactually remains in those born of God
that makes it impossible for them to continue in sin?

A Within 1 John believers are said to have remaining ir
them (be indwelt by)

I The gospel message they heard from the beginning (2:24)
I The anointing / Holy Spirit (2:27)
I God himself (3:24; 4:12, 15, 16)

A Of these three, the Holy Spirit is the most
satisfactory option, in light of the fact that the new
birth Is effected by God through the Spirit, and it is
the Spirit who In Johannine theology remains with
and in believers.

Colin G. Krusd,he Letters of JohiThe New Pillar Commentary, 2000, pp 11245



oseecdk spe,rmaperma
A & ® cotldibBa’collective noun for the

God)
A It ismore probable however, that the expression

2NJ dUKS
X1 @Sdsée&d?\f

St =

- (U
éin himé N£ F S NA
abides in him D 2
God)

S

John R. W. Stotf he Epistles of JolgnAn Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.1230
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oseecdk spe,rmaperma

A The new nature exerts a strong internal pressure
towards holiness which enables John to affirm
without fear of confradictign that a person having
D2ZRQ&a &aSSR 0|yy2u BALI20L
1:4). Indeed |f he should continue In sin, it would
Indicate that he had never been born again.

A Thatsperma likechrisma refers to the Holy Spirit is
not impossible. . . We shall probably never know for
certain precisely what John intended.

A But whether the implanted and abiding seed is the
word of the Gospelorthe Holy Spirif or thedivine
natured Kdza A YLI NOSR O06OFT® Ht
GTKSIZaPFY.SZ " VIYSEa i KE T, A |

supernatural birth from God which keeps him from
sinning.

John R. W. Stotf he Epistles of JolgnAn Introduction and Commentarizerdmans, 1979, p.1230



) O EO AAAAOOA | £ OEA 3 DPE(
spermar OOAAAG6Y | £ ' 1T A OEAO
does not engage continually in the practice of sin.
(Burdick, p.247)

/

Y Everyone who makes ¢ practice of sinning alsc practices
lawlessness; sivn is lawlessness, © You know thai he appearad o
take away sins, and in hirn there is o sin.  No one w o abides
in hir xeeps or sinning; no one who izeeps on sinning has either
seeir him or knowi hint, 7 Little children, Iut no che j czive yoil,
Whoever pc:;uuo\ righteousness is rignteots, as he
righteous, © Whoever makes a practice of sinning is c, Fthe devi,
jor the devil has beern sinning from the Leginning. The reasc:
fns Sont of Gad O‘ppea"'cri was to destroy the works of the devil. -~
No on=born of Godmakes a-practic ofsnm:r:g for God'sseed
abidesimhim) and he cannoil keeg on siniiing because he has
teen borr of “God, (5 By tnis 1t 1s evident whs are the children of
Go.:r, and wha are the children of the devil: whoever does net
ractice righteousness is not -fﬁou...

o 3:4-103




