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Outline of 1 John
Å1:1-4 - Prologue: John Introduces the Major

Theme of the Letter - FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

Å1:5-2:28 - The First Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å2:29-4:6 -The Second Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Å4:7-5:21 - The Third Presentation of the Three 
Tests of FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE and BELIEF in Jesus

Robert Law, The Tests of Life, Third Edition, 1914, p.21-24



2:29-4:6

The Second Presentation of the Three Tests of 

DIVINE SONSHIP: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE

and BELIEF in Jesus

ω2:29-3:10a - Divine Sonshiptested byRIGHTEOUSNESS
ςGod is righteous therefore everyone who  άŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ rightέis 
άbornƻŦ IƛƳέ(2:29)

ςThe present status and future hope of the άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ(3:1-3)
ςDivine Sonship is utterly contrary to all sin (3:4-10a)

ω3:10b-24a - Divine Sonshiptested byLOVE
ς!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ 

not a child of God (3:10b-11)
ςCain as the model of murder and hate - whose example is followed 

by the world (3:12-15)
ςChrist as the model of love ςwhose example we must follow in 

order to have confidence in our relationship with God (3:16-24a) 

ω3:24b-4:6 - Divine Sonshiptested byBELIEFƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
Message



1 John 3:24b-4:6
Divine Sonship Tested by Belief in the Spiritôs Message

3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By 
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 
coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, 
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error.



1 John 3:24b-4:6
Divine Sonship Tested 
ōȅ .ŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 

Message

High Level Overview
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3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By 
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This 
is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the 
world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

John begins by telling us that we can  know God 
remains in us because [our lives show evidence that] 
He has given us the Holy Spirit.



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world.2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in 
the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God 
and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from 
the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

John then warns us not to be gullible concerning spiritual 
teachers ςwe are to test their teachings, because there are 
many false teachers in the world!



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By 
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This 
is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the 
world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

John tells us we can test spiritual teachers by applying 
the Christologicaltest: Do they have a right belief 
about Jesus?



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into 
the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in 
the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God 
and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from 
the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

John is confident that his readers are true believers, indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit, because they have not succumbed to the diabolical 
doctrines advocated by the false teachers.



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By 
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This 
is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are 
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the 
world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

Often the truth or falsehood of a teaching can be seen by who 
(receptively) listens to it: 
Å The message of the false teachers appeals to the world. 
Å The message of the apostlesappeals to true believers.



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he 
has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit 
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5

They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens 
to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know 
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ оΥнпō άwe knowέ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀōƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǳǎ άby the 
Spirit whom he has given usέΦ We know we have been 
giventhe Spirit because He manifestsHimselfin our beliefs 
and conduct. The Apostle Paul expresses a similar idea in 
Dŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥмс ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άwalk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh.έ



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does 
not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 
and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen 
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 John 3:24b-4:6

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ primary role is 
seen as bearing witness to the truth about Jesus, and in the 
verses that follow (4:1-6) John sheds further light on this 
role of the Spirit in the lives of believers. 



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does 
not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 
and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen 
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

Lƴ пΥмΣ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǊƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ άspiritέΦ 
!ǎ ǿŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άspiritsέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
section, it becomes clear that he is talking about (true or 
false) prophetswhose message ultimately comes from a 
άspiritέΥ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Holy Spiritor the devil.



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he 
has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming 
and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God 
and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from 
the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

9ǾŜǊȅ άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΥ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ 
falsespirit or the Spirit of God. John so closely identifies 
the prophetic spokesman with the spirit behind him that he 
ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άspiritέ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
spirit who inspired him. To believe the prophet was to 
believe the spirit who spoke through him. 



3:24b And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom he has given us. 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, 
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does 
not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 
and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen 
to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
1 John 3:24b-4:6

John is warning his readers not to be naïve. The 
grammar here suggests that the readers had shown a 
tendency to give too much credence to the false 
teachers.


