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Outline of 1 John

w 1:1-4 - Prologue:John Introducethe Major Theme of
the Letter- FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD

w 1:5-2:28- The First Presentation of the Three Tests of
“FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE
BELIEF In Jesus

w 2:294:6 -The Second Presentation of the Three Tests
FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD: RIGHTEOUSNESS, LOVE
BELIEF In Jesus

w4:7-5:21-TheThirdPresentation of the Three Tests of
FELLOWSHIP WITH GRIGHTEOUSNEESVENd
BELIE Jesus

b

* Robert LawThe Tests of LifThird Edition, 1914p.21-24
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4:7-5:21
The Presentation of the Three Tests of
FELLOWSHIP WITH GRIGHTEOUSNESSVENd
BELIEW Jesus

w4:7-5:3ac Christian LOVE
C 4:7-12¢ The Source dfOVE

C 4:1316¢ The of LOVEand BELIEE true belief is
the vital ground of Christian love

C 4:17-5:1 ¢ The Effect and Motives @lOVE

¢ 5:2-3ac The of LOVEand RIGHTEOUSNESSe
love God by keeping His commandments

w 5:3b-21 ¢ ChristianBELIEF

¢ 5:3b4¢ The of BELIEBNd RIGHTEOUSNESHe
power of obedience lies In belief

¢ 5:512c¢ The Contents, Basis, and Issue of Chri®2iahlEF
C 5:1321¢ The Certainties of ChristidELIEF



3b Anc

1 John 5:3b-4

The Synthesis of Belief and Righteousness
The Power of Obedience Lies in Belief

his commandments are not burdensom&or

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the

world.

And this is the victory that has overcome the

world--our faith.




W2KY 0S3IAya o0& UStftAy
commands are not burdensome. Jesus makes &

similar statement in Matthew 11:280:

A Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, &nd
will give you rest . Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. Fomy yoke Is easy, and
my burden is light .

3b And his commandments are not burdensorh&or
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is'the victory that has overcome the
world--our faith.

1 John 5:3




The next verse begins with thie2 NBOrE &
which indicates that he is about to gius an
explanationof the preceding statement that

ohis commandments are not burdensomey

A L (n@ &ecause the commands are eaS|Iy obeyed
AlUQ&a 0SOIl dzad Sne®birth.0 KS 0 S

3b And his commandments are not burdensorhé&or
everyone who has bedyorn of God overcomes the
world. And this is:the victory that has overcome the
world--our faith.

1 John 5:34




The commandments of God appeatolerably
burdensometo the world. But to thechildren of
Godthey arenot burdensome. The new life
Imparted to members of the family of God
produces within them @esireto do His will and
anew powerto carry out that desire.

3b And his commandments are not burdensorh&or
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is‘the victory that has overcome the
world--our faith.

1 John 5:3
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tells us that John Is referring here to teeil
world systemthat Satan has set in opposition to

God:

i1 John 2:16 - For all that is in theworld --the
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes ant
pride in possessionrss not from the Father but is
from the world

3b And his commandments are not burdensorh&or
everyone who has been born of Gmercomeshe
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world--our faith.

1 John 5:34




A ¢KS 0 S ffaiths @ 3 Ndaaiiskigaining victory
over the world. In the Greek, tHeJK NJhasS &
overcome& A aorist pgrticiple which means that
the congquest being spoken of here occurred at a
past point in time
This, of course, refers to that point in time when, as
aresult2 T 0 BoinyGodi>x ¢S KI R ¥F
gospel message. When a person turns to Christ in &
Initial act of faith, he gains victory over the world.

b And his commandments are-not burdensorh&or
everyone who has bedrorn of Godovercomes the
world. And this isithe victory thahas overcomethe
world--our faith .

1 John 5:34




4:7-5:21
The Presentation of the Three Tests of
FELLOWSHIP WITH GRIGHTEOUSNESSVENd
BELIEW Jesus

w4:7-5:3a¢ ChristianLOVE
C 4:7-12¢ The Source dfOVE

C 4:1316 ¢ TheSynthesiof LOVEand BELIEEtrue belief is
the vital ground of Christian love

C 4:17-5:1 ¢ The Effect and Motives @lOVE

¢ 5:2-3ac¢ TheSynthesiof LOVEANdRIGHTEOUSNESSe
love God by keeping His commandments

w 5:3b-21 ¢ ChristianBELIEF

¢ 5:3b-4 ¢ TheSynthesisof BELIEENd RIGHTEOUSNESS
belief lies the power of obedience

¢ 5:512¢ The Contents, Basis, and Issue of ChrisgtiahlEF
C 5:1321¢ The Certainties of ChristidELIEF



1 John 5:512
The Contents, Basis, and Issue of Christian Bel

>\Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of Golits is he who came
by water and blood-Jesus Christ; not by the water only but
by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who
testifies, because the Spirit is the truthEor there are

three that testify:® the Spirit and the water and the blood;
and these three agreé.lf we receive the testimony of men,

the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of
God that he has borne concerning his S&n\Whoever
pelieves in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.
Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
pecause he has not believed in the testimony that God has
porne concerning his Sofit And this is the testimony, that
God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Sén.
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the
Son of God does not have life.






https://imgur.com/gallery/kOGmSB0

TheContentsof the Christian Belief

> Who isit thet axeztonnes shié wovid|exespetiicbaomwhovho
believesstitoaijdasis thdlSertafiGotl OIS is Heawtio @ dmen e

by water aidl blswolk-JessisChiistshotdiyshéhedsatenlyrbutout
by the weter caribittiech [ od.dA s ch & 5p Bit1i5t tketbacombovho
testifies, beecaass ehtnEp it thalteuvhithFor there @ie

three thai testify:° the Sphit aindl thewvateaandibé blad)d;
and thesethineeaigcpe 8.1 we reaginet leedastivonyfohenen,
the testimany ofidod ds igrgteatcfohihistisetbs tiastimaify of
Cadltihat Heehiha deiveonoent g mgstsienSOriWhoexs
believesiintlecs&oof Glo@ hd svhe teetistibnkimsaliself.
Whoexe1dies & owobdize\GoG hdshasdeade Qilfua bedqinscau:
he hasnoobbiaese thiththedarione nhdhab Sk ibasrnzorne
concaigHissSoart! And this iisttiretésstirany)\thitatddod
gave usseedenndlifécqrd chib Bt is histisS6Whoewet

has the Sonrhhabftferhoeoevds adors hatd eveStve dpGodf Go

doesnmathaaedifde.
1 John 5:812



TheEvidencaipon which the Christian Belief Rests

> Who isit thet oxetonnes shid e ovid|ekexaefidba omdovho
believestitualjdesus thdSertafiGot! SOThIS isHewtib@amiee

by water el hitaok-lesi it tsh atdijphéneasatenprbydout
by the weater anblttiech loddA shch &1 Bt thetbacombovho
testifies, leeaassehthep S ih dheiohthFor there @ie

three thai testiifyy:° the Syinit aid theweateaaddhibd lblad)d;
and thesicthreeaigepe 8.1f we recsinet headstsiomnyfonengn,
the testiimoryy ofiGod ts igraaeercforfohifis tiettes tinsompaify of
CGedltinat Hechina b drdieeonoentiy histSlenS®rWhoews
believessinnthiesS &0of God hasvhe testimeiybniimselfiself.
Whoena dies aowbdifEve\God hasimade aiin Qilfara bedqinsecau:
he hasnoo betiéesdd thithtneesanionp ik dh 8bébhak hagrezorne
concarmimg HissSomrt! And this isstieetéestirony)\thitatddod
gave usseedenndlifécqrd chib Bt is histisS6Whoewet

has the Sonrhhabftferhoeoevds adors hatd eveStve dpGodf Go

doesnwathaaredifie.
1 John 5:612



Thelssueof Christian Beliet; the Possession of
Eternal Life

°> Who isitt dinet eweetonnes shid ey ovid|exexpepidbaont oizdidhekeve:
that JesisgsshbSdaaif GbZEdIhis is Heewlib @ amenbyny atertehdnd
blood--JessuyChitistsh atatihéneasatenlyry thit the tiheteradgadand
the bload .Axdlct il S5 pit itsishtnenenehwbestiFiisfibscdeeathse the
Sipirit is the tiruth. * For there aetthveecthloatéssfify® the Sphit

and the weetier anbitieehlod oy chise skridv agragré - we
receivetinettsainonny fmere o éltestémiomoolGaldGogh e e gaer, fo
this is the tisstinoamo Ot &xbeh thdlelirrh bsrne i camirgizg his
Sari) 1° Whoexer Hedikeve il ththSob off @ dIFng Pasttserasiiniony in
himself. Whueese tldaatondebehete dInd haslenaaediiaya liar,
becauszehiaé dason bicheliey &dtire thestiesinn ohy ttGatl Gadhoasdoorn
concamigHissSorrt! And this isthectésttimony)\thinteGsdagaus Us
eternal life, andithisdlilfecid$rirhisiSdaots. Whoewsat histhbSdohabas

life; whoevetdves aotchd@vehélBoivof Goidldoestmehavs lifgve life.
1 John 5:612



W2KyYy 0S3IAya Ay OSNBRS p
@SNozvéé G6§KS ézNJR AT
OOA2dzat & AYLIXASR lyags

>\Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of Gotlis is he who came by
water and blood-Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the
water and the blood. And the Spirit IS the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truti.For there are three that testify:

Sthe Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
Y If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God Is
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne
concerning his Sor? Whoever believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his S&hAnd this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son12\Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the
Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:812
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faith in Jesus as the Son of God whaclables
believers to overcome the world.

A In order forW2 Kr¢aders toovercome the world,
they must persist in their faith in Himdespitethe
propaganda of the false teachers.

S\Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of G&dhis is he who came by water and bleed
Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
For there are three that testify® the Spirit and the water and the

blood; and these three agreelf we receive the testimony of men, the
testimony of God Is greater, for this is the testimony. of God that he
has borne concerning his Soff.Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has
borne concerning his Soit And this is the testimony, that God gave
us eternal life, and this life is in his S@aWhoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:512




Our next verse (verse 6) Is a very difficult text to
Interpret!

>Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of Goi?s is he who came by
water and blood-Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the
water and the bloodAnd the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth.For there are three that testify:
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
|f we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God Is
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne
concerning his Sor? Whoever believes in the Son of God has
the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his SéhAnd this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son.!? Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the
Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:812
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1John56lk8 * AOOO #EOEOO + AA
only but by the water and the blood.

A The seeming obscurity of this verse is
undoubtably due to the fact that the first
NEFRSNAR 2F 0KS W2 Ky Q¢
written, were alreadyfamiliarg A 0 K (1 K S
handling of the topics that we see here.

A{ dzOK S E LINtRedvatdri2 yIayiedt ad «
bloodé | NB | ‘[)\yR 2F @S
AYVUOSYRSR YSNBfeé (2 NI
exposition of those themes which they had
undoubtably heard from his lips on other
occasions.

Robert Law, The Tests of Life, Third Edition, 1195



8 Jesus Christ [came] not by the water only but by

water and the blood.

Historicallythere arethree major views taken of this
passage:

A Some commentators (includingitherand Calvir) have seen
A Vihe watere | tidbloade | Nb Tth?eltl@y’ oS O
Gal ONX ¥BYyuRs F2aLISt 00 LI A &>

A The interpretation (adopted bjugusting links the passage
with the spear thrust and the issue blood and water from
the side of Jesusecorded in John 19:335:

i OO0 i~A. T £# OEA OIT TTAEAOO DBEAO,.
once there came outlood and water . He who saw it has

borne witness-his testimony is true, and he knows that he is
telling the truth--that you also may believe.

A The interpretation, first given byertullian (A.D. 155220),
takeswater as referringo the baptism of Jesysat which He
was declared the Son and commissioned and empowered for

His work, andlood to His deathin which His work was
finished.

John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of Jqi#n Introduction and Commentar{979, pp.177178
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water and the blood.
A Problems withthe Two Sacraments View:

N\ w A A

i CKSNE A4 V2 LINSOSR®$gEI 02 NNE
to the Lord's supper.

I The passage speaks of pasentsin the life of Christ, not
of symbolic representationsf those events.

A Problemswithi KS . f 22R | YR 2 (!
Side View:

I 1 John 5:6 stresses the fact that Christ caraed ewater
only¢ 5 6 KAOK &adza3sada 0GKldd &:
come by water alone. There would be no reason, however,
for anyone to assert that water alone came from Christ's

pierced side. The denial assumed by John's refutation
does not fit the picture as seen in John 19:34.

I Furthermore, it is difficult to see how the event in John
19:34 could be described by saying, "This is the one who
came by water and blood."

Donald W. BurdicklThe Letters of JohiMoody Press, 1985, p.365
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water and the blood.
Thethird view 0 ¢ K SAeBré & NS F
Ol LJu A abibock Y R2 &/ KN
make the most sense:
A This interpretatiorseemgo fit with the description
given in this passage of both the water and blood as:
il AaU02NAOIFIf SELISNRASYOSa d&iuKNR-
I Witnesses in some sense to His divimeman Person.
A This meaning of the two expressiaaisoseems to fit
what we know about the heretical teaching of the
Gnostic false teachers that John has sought to refute

throughout this letter:

I These Gnostics believed that the Christ descended upon Jesuys,
at tglsbaptlsmz UKdza UKSe ¢g2dzf Rbylth8 NB S
waterg

I But these Gnostics also taught that the Chaspartedfrom
Jesusdefore His crucifixign, and therefore they would say that
the ChristdichotO2 Y I/ thé blood UKl U4 gl a ak

was crucified.

S N&
]
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John R. W. Stott, The Epistles of Jqi#n Introduction and Commentar{979, pp.177178
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Holy Spirit of God, He t®nstrainedin His testimony to
speak the truth. Compare 2 Y | Y d.et G&tle tue
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>\Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of Gédhis is he who came by water and bleed

Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
For there are three that testify® the Spirit and the water and the

blood; and these three agreelf we receive the testimony of men, the
testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he
has borne concerning his Solf.Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has
borne concerning his'Soit And this is the testimony, that God gave
us eternal life, and this life is in his S@aWhoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:512




To summarize: in versegJohn introduced:

A dhe wateré  ldfieblood 4 KA&adz2N
or throughwhichWS & da@i€ &

A c¢the Spirit I & | widokedtfiega a

>Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of Gédhis is he wh@ame by water and blood--
Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
Andthe Spirit is the onanho testifies, because the Spirit is the

truth. “ For there are three that testify® the Spirit and the water and

the blood; and these three agretlf we receive the testimony of men,
the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he
has borne concerning his Soff.Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has
borne concerning his'Soit And this is the testimony, that God gave

us eternal life, and this life is in his SdaWhoever has the Son has

life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1 John 5:812




Then in verse-B John says thatll threeX thexSpirite
V Fhe dateré  atyieRblood & SNBSS | &

g K2esttiyé 02 0OG0KS ONHziK KS
he tells us these witnesses afireewith each other.

*Whois it that overcomes the worid except e one Who
Felieves that Jesis is the Son of God? * Thisis h who came 5
wielter and blood--Jesis Shrist; not Ly the water caly but by the
weter aad the blood. And the § pivit is the cne w 1o tcvti-*"i:'s,
152 Jre' Spiricis the &ruth. ” For there arethree tha

g the Spirit and the water ana the blood: and th&.se
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fhiree «Jgr ee. ” If we receive the sestimony of men, the tcsl'i:rony
o) God Is greater, for this is the tesl'mmy of God that Ae has
torne concerning his Son. ¢ Whoever Isegzeu’w in the 501 of God
fias the testimony i mm:;ef; Whoever Goes rict believe God has
raae him ¢ licy, because ie has not believed i the tesiimoeny
that God has horne conceraing his Son. *= And this is the

testiraony, that God gave us cieirnidl life, and this [ife is in Als
Son. ¥ Whoever haz the Soin has fife; whoever does nat have the
Son ¢f God does viot have life.

1oy 5:5-12



