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Brief: Review

A For the last few weeks, we have been looking at Nev
Testament -passages that teach tltlhe New
Covenants superiorto the Old Covenant. So far-we
have looked at:

A Hebrews:8:6l3which tells us that the-fact that God
promised lIsrael a new:covenant in, Jer.-313Z1shows us
that the oldcovenanthad a probiem and therefore
neededto bereplaced with-a-covenant that W&tIperior
to It

A 2 Corinthtans 3=l which tells us that the glory of the
New Covenant IS:ssuperiorto that of the Old«Covenant,
the Old Covenant ha gloryin comparison.

A Galatians 4:2881 which we began-looking at last week
shows thesuperiorityof the New Covenant over the Old
through the use of an allegory.




The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians: 4.2t Tell me, you who desire to-be
under the law, do younot:isten to the law?

A The Galatians wernzeing tempteado go along with:the
Judaizers and put themselves under @kl Covenant
Law of Moses.

A So Paul says (paraphrasini:){, ‘A Y OS = & 2.dzQ NE
to be under the 'Lawliet me point out to youvhat the
LawK | &  Uc&anditHeréPaul proceeds to cite a
story fromthe bookof Genesis (onef the five books
of the Law)to make his point



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:223 - Forit Is written that Abraham had
Iwo sons, one by a slave woman and-one by-a free
woman.But the son:of the slave was born according to
the flesh, white/the 'son of the-free woman: was. horn
through promise.

AQAOIL - EO:-OAZEAQOOfsttWo E A (
sons: Ishmael and Isaac.

A Neither of them Is named here (though-Isaac
IS named fatelz seeverse 4:29



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:223 - Forit Is written that Abraham had
Iwo sons, one by a slave woman and-one by-a free
woman.But the son:of the slave was born according to
the flesh, white/the 'son of the-free woman: was. horn

through promise.

A Paul highlightstwo differences between Abraham's
two sons. They-differed in:

A Thekind of motherthey had:
Ishmael wasthe sonof a Gslave woman - - ( As€eAd52475)
Isaac waghe sonof.aGree womam - -§- 3zn6x Axglicitly
mentioned, but implied)

A Thecircumstances of their birth

Ishmael wasthorn according to the fleses d, - O E A Qvasno h
miracleinvolved in his birth.

Isaac wagborn through promis@® z that is, a birth that Godhad
promisedwhich cameabout through miraculous interventionof
the Holy Spirit (seeverse 29cf. Romans9:8if)
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The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:246- Now this may be interpreted
allegorically: these women are twao:.covenants. One IS
from Mount Sinal,-bearing children:for slavery; she is
Hagar. 22 Now Hagar is Mount)Sinai in! Arabia; she
corresponds:to the present Jerusalem, for sheiis in
slavery with herchildren.2° But the derusalem above s
free, and-she s ourmother

A Paul tells us:that-these two mothers and. their .children
can be used allegorically (i.e: figuratively) to show the

Vol Y v yd Vo

Al T O0A OO twh sovenahtdld O
A4EA #T OAT AlMount Shdsd.é. thel@ld Govenant)
Z Whose practices the false teachers were attempting to use
to enslave the Galatians to a false gospel.

A The New Covenang whose members:have all been born of
Ghe Spiritd ~ } V@rAeE29 and are therefore free.



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:246- Now this may be interpreted
allegorically: these women are twao:.covenants. One IS
from Mount Sinal,-bearing children:for slavery; she is
Hagar. 22 Now Hagar is Mount)Sinai in! Arabia; she
corresponds:to the present Jerusalem, for sheiis in
slavery with herchildren.2° But the derusalem above s
free, and-she s ourmother

A" Paul then continues: his contrast of the two
covenants through the metaphorical use awo
CIties:

A TheQresent Jerusaleniz the physical city-of Jerusalem which was
theAAT OAO | £ * GAAEOI ET O0AOI 60

A TheQlerusalem abow@z the heavenlyderusalem (cf. Hebrews 12:18
24;Rev 3:12; 21:2,10)



The New Jerusalem

Notice how the writer-of Hebrews makes a similar comparisa
using the heavenly-Jerusalem to. draw-a contrast between th
Old Covenant given at Mount . Sinal-and the New-Covenant tl
IS symbaolized by the -heavenly-Mount Zion:

Henrews: L2124 - E=0Fyou have not-come:to what may-oe
louched, -a’‘blazing fire‘and darkness and gloom:antempest
Sand the soundefa trumpet and a voice whose wWords: mad
the hearers beg that no' further messages be spoketham 2°
FOF they could not endure the orderthatwas givéd even a
beast touches the mountain; it Shall be.stowed Indeed, S0 =
terrifying was the sight that Moses sail fremble with feai8 6
22 Bjt you have.come:to Mount'Zion 'and to-the city: of'the
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable-ang
In festal ﬁath_erlng 25 and to the assembly of the firstborn who
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to tr
spirits of the righteous made perfec and to Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of: Abel



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:2% For it is written [in Isaiah 54:1]d. . O " /
glad, O barren woman, who -bears no children; break
forth and cry aloud, you who'have:no labor pains;

because more are the: children of the desolate woman
QEAIL - /EIEAO I XxEIl EAO A EO!

A

This quotation from Isaiah: picks up;the idea of motherhood
which was introduced in:the-preceding verse.

\When Isaiah:penned these wordshe Jews were-about 1o
go into exile at the hands: of the: Babylonians.

Isalahwas prophesying concerning:the future restoration
of the city of Jerusalem:that will-take place after the EXile.

The imagery employed: iIs that of a barren womgisrael)
Who IS grieving now (because of the coming exile), but who
eventually(after the exile is over) will-becomdruitful in the
bearing ofchildrenz even beyond the women around her
who are now bearing children to their husbands.



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:2% For it is written [in Isaiah 54:1]d. . O " /
glad, O barren woman, who -bears no children; break
forth'and cry aloud, you who have-no labor pains;

because more are the: children of the desolate woman
QEAIL - EIEAQ I XxEIl EAO A EO!
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A linrobEE s PEce S e N balren auenai@ cogespondsite n
Sarah, who had no child until late in her:life.

A The woman nvho has a husbanelcorresponds to Hagar.

A The point ofithe quotation is:that Sarah, though:barren;most
of her: life, finally became (through Isaac) the-mother of more
children than Hagar.

A Applied spiritually, it means that'the- New Covenant Christian
ccommun-l tey=(Csymboltzed by . -Sar ah
did not have the size and strength that: Old Covenant Judaism
(symbolized by Hagar) had.

A But the New Covenant community was destined for greater
fruitfulness and glory in the future.



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:280- Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are
children of promise? At that time the son born in the
ordinary. way persecuted the son:born by the power of
the Spirit. It'1S the same now® But what does:the
Scripture say? “Getrid of the slave weman:and her
Son, for the slave’ woman's 'son wilk never share in the
INAErtance with the free’'woman:s son

A Now we who are@rotherso (\ § .cAx #1 OAI
Christiang are like Isaac becauswe belong to a
AT -OAT AT O OEAO Epmmised FELC-A A
to Abraham and wehave experiencedspiritual)
birth through the miraculous power ofGod,the
Holy Spirit.



The New Covenant Is Superior

Galatians 4:280- Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are
children of promise? At that time the son born in the
ordinary. way persecuted the son:born by the power of
the Spirit. It'1S the same now® But what does:the
Scripture say? “Getrid of the slave weman:and her
Son, for the slave’ woman's 'son wilk never share in the
INAErtance with the free’'woman:s son

A And just as/ishmael@he son borniin:the ordinary
wayo persecuted Isaac@he son born by the power
of the SpirbzO1 -EI -0AOl 60 AAU
sons of Abraham(Old Covenant Jews) nersecuted
the spiritual sons« Abraham (New Covenant
Christians).



