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Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39

ÅIn keeping with our tradition, we will be take 
a break from our regular series in Isaiah and 
look instead at a topic related to Christmas. 
ÅFor our time together this morning I would 

like for us to look at a passage that describes 
an event just subsequentto the birth of 
Christ ςŀ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ 
that often.
ÅSpecificallywe are going to be looking at an 

account given in the book of Luke of two 
lesser known individuals, Simeon and Anna, 
and their reaction to the newborn Christ 
child.



How We Will Approach this Text

ÅI will begin by reading the entire text
ÅI will then give some background on 

why Mary and Joseph were bringing 
Jesus to the temple where they 
encountered Simeon and Anna.
ÅI will then briefly introduce our two 

main characters: Simeon and Anna
ÅAfter that, the bulk of the lesson will 

focus on the main ideas presented to 
us by Simeon and Anna ςin categorical
rather than verse by verse order.



Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39
Jesusõ Presentation at the Temple

2:22 Now when the time came for their 
purification according to the law of Moses, 
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just 
as it is written in the law of the Lord [in 
Exodus 13:2]ȟ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ ÆÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÍÁÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÓÅÔ ÁÐÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱɊȟ 24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is specified in the 
law of the Lord, a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons. 



Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39
Simeon Introduced 

2:25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
named Simeon who was righteous and 
devout, looking for the restoration of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 



Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39
Simeonõs Song of Praise 

2:27 So Simeon, directed by the Spirit, came 
into the temple courts, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 
was customary according to the law, 28

Simeon took him in his arms and blessed God, 
saying, 29Ȱ.Ï×ȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒÄȟ 
Sovereign Lord, permit your servant to 
depart in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen 
your salvation 31 that you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples: 32 a light, for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
ÙÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌȢȱ



Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39
Simeonõs Interaction With Mary and Joseph 

2:333Ï ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÅÒÅ 
amazed at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
-ÁÒÙȟ Ȱ,ÉÓÔÅÎ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙȡ 4ÈÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÅÄ 
to be the cause of the falling and rising of 
many in Israel and to be a sign that will be 
rejected. 35 Indeed, as a result of him the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealedɂ
and a sword will pierce your own soul as 
×ÅÌÌȦȱȢ 



Simeon and Anna - Luke 2:22-39
The Testimony of Anna 

2:36 There was also a prophetess, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old, having been married to her 
husband for seven years until his death. 37 She 
had lived as a widow since then for eighty-four 
years. She never left the temple, worshiping with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that 
moment, she came up to them and began to give 
thanks to God and to speak about the child to all 
who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39 So when Joseph and Mary had 
performed everything according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth.



Background - Why Mary and 
Joseph Brought Jesus to the Temple

ÅThe Apostle Paul tells us in Galatians 4:4 that 
WŜǎǳǎ άborn under the lawέΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
and his parents were Jews and were under 
obligation to obey the Law of Moses. 

ÅAnd, of course, Jesus himselfkept the Law 
perfectly throughout his entire life. 

ÅLƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ parentsfaithfully 
carrying out all the requirements of the law for 
Jesus as a Jewish boy even when Jesus was too 
young to actively do these things himself. 



Background - Why Mary and 
Joseph Brought Jesus to the Temple

ÅMary and Joseph went to the temple in Jerusalem to do 
two thingsςone had to do with Mary, the other had to 
do with Jesus:
ÅMary, as a Jewish woman:
ÅWas required to go through a purification ceremonyforty 

days after giving birthto a male child. (Lev 12:1-4) 
ÅHad they been able to afford it, Mary and Joseph would 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ άa one-year-old lamb for a 
burnt offering and a young pigeon or turtledove for a sin 
offeringέ ό[ŜǾ12:6) 
ÅThose who could not affordŀ ƭŀƳō ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ  άtwo 

turtledoves or two young pigeonsέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ό[ŜǾ12:8) 
ÅSince this is what Mary and Joseph brought (Luke 2:24), it is 

an indication that they were too poor to afford a lamb.

William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the Gospel According to Luke p.164.


