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Review

A What country posed the biggest threat to the
independence of the papacy in the latef&entury?

I France
A What started theconflict betweenKingPhilipof France
and PopeBonifaceVIII?

I KingPhilip began taxing the clergy in order to help finance his wal
with England

A How was King Philip able to succeed in his conflict with th
pope?
I He was able to keep French opinion on his side.

A Why was it so devastating to Roman Catholic theology for
the French to move the papacy to Avignon for 70 years?

i Because accordlrtg Roman Catholic theology, the apostle Peter,
0KS aFANRBRG LI2LISE SRorieand ther@o&yt 0 K
was paramount that the pope continue to reside in Rome.



Review

A Who convincedPopeGregory Xlto return from Avignon
to Rome INl3777

I Thegreat Italian mystic, Catherine 8fena
A What was it that caused theamegroup of cardinals to
electPope UrbarVl, anltalian pope, to then turn right

around afew monthslater and chose aecondpope(
Clement Vlla Frenchmar?

I Pressure and the threat of violence fralhre Romarmpopulation
A How did theCouncilof Pisaend up raising the number of
simultaneously serving popes framo to three?

I They appointed a third pop&lexanderV, but were unable to
successfully depose the two existing popes.
A How did the problem of having thresmultaneously
serving popes in finally get resolved?

I In 1417, the Council of Constance was able to successfully remc
the three existing popes and elect a new Italian pddartin V.
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https://catholicexchange.com/spiritual-guidance-st-catherine-siena

The Medieval Mystics

A Mysticism exists in evemgligion.

A Mysticstend to viewmainline religion agoo cold,
doctrinal, orthodox, etc. They are looking for an
experienceof some kind.

A Mysticism becameery popularin the late medieval time
period (14" ¢ 16" centuries).People were looking for a
direct experience with God.

A Put together scholasticism and the corruption of the
church and you can see what would drive people to
mysticism.

A People often want to react against cerebralism and grab
hold of something more emotional.

A The Eastern Orthodox nonly had mysticism, mysticism
becamemainstreamin the East. The Eastern Orthodox
want nothing to do with religious dogma.

James White 2016 Church History Serig49¢ Inquisition and Witches; Mystiedntroduction



The Medieval Mystics

Catherin of Sienna (134-1380)
A She devoted herself to prayer.
A Practiced selflagellationfor her sins

A She claimed tha€hrist appeared to her and gave her
a ring and asked her to marry him.

A Sherequested the stigmata, the marks of the
crucifixion.

A She went to Florence and negotiated peace betweer
Florence and Abigion.

James White 2016 ChurchistorySeries #5@ Mystics and Prd&keformation Reformers



The Medieval Mystics

Catherin of Sienngcontinued)

A She convince®ope Gregory Xb bring the papacy
back to Rome, during th&vignonperiod.

A She survived an attack of smpdix.
A Whenshe died, her head was made a relic.
A She was canonized, made the patron saint of Rome.

A In the 1960s she was madeisRk 2 @fitie OK dzNI k
l.e., aperson who had a tremendous impact on the
church down through the ages.

James White& 2016 Church History Series #6Mystics and Prd&keformation Reformers



The Medieval Mystics

Meister Eckhart (126€1327)

A Was considerethe great teacher of German
mysticism.

A He would often say things that were open to

misinterpretation and led many to consider him a
heretic.

A For example, Eckhart believed that all language
about God Is analogical, and therefore inexact.

A.dzi  KSNE Aa)mE2g ©OAUAI DR
IS not true. | am good. God is not.

A Thisstatementgave the i impression that Eckhart

lacked respectforthd 2 RKSI| RE S @Sy |
not what believed.

Gonzalez, Justo L.. The Story of Christianity: Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformatjon (p. 426



The Medieval Mystics

Meister Eckhart{continued)

A Another example: Eckhart believed tHagfore the
foundation of the world, the ideas of all things that
would exist were in the mind of God

A But here is how he said it:

i Within that true essence of th€ | A E A Alkaly existed.
There | willed myself. There | knew myself. There | wished to
create the man | am. For that reason, | am my own cause
according to my being, which is eternal, although not
according to my becoming, which is temporal.

A Thisstatement ledmany to consider him a heretic.

A Eckhartprotested repeatedly that such charges were
based on mistaken interpretations of hesachings.

A Towardthe end of his career, he was formally charged
with heresy, and convicted of iHethen appealed to
Rome, but died before the case was settled.

Gonzalez, Justo L.. The Story of Christianity: Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reformation (p. 426).



The Medieval Mystics

Thomas a Kempis (138471)

A Is the author obne of the most famous literary
works of the mysticsThe Imitation of Christ

A Thisdevotional classiwaspublished in Latin, French,
German, Spanish, Italian, and English by the end of
the fifteenth century, and it remains one of the most
popular devotional guides to this day.

A SirThomasMore (14781535),England's famous lord
chancellor under HenrYlIll, saidt was one of the
three booksthat everybodyought to own.

A Methodistfounder John Wesley said it was the best
summary of the Christian life he had ever read

Galli, Mark. 131 Christians Everyone Should Kno26@. 265).



The Medieval Mystics

Thomas a Kempigontinued)

A InThe Imitation Thomas combines a painfully accurate
analysis of the soul with a clear vision of the fullness of
the divine life

A Some examples of teachings found in this work:

i O )yoEwant to learn something that will really help you, learn
to see yourself as God sees you and not as you see yourself in
the distorted mirror of your owrseltE | BT OOAT AA 86

i O 4 HsHh® greatest and most useful lesson we can learn: to
know ourselves for what we truly are, to admit freely our
weaknesses and failings, and to hold a humble opinion of
ourselves because of theho

i Of you aim at a fervent spiritual life, then you too must turn
your back on the crowds as Jesus did. The only man who can
safely appear in public is the one who wishes he were at home.
He alone can safely speak who prefers to be silent. Only he can
safely overn who prefers to live in submission, and only he can
OAZEAT U AT T T ATA xEI DOAEAOO O

Galli, Mark. 131 Christians Everyone Should Know (p. 263).



The Medieval Mystics

Savonarola (1452498)

A Was aDominican monk in Florence wittaimed to
have hadvisions. As a result of these visions, he
attacked the church and even the papacy for its
luxuriousness.

A Savonarolgrophesied that there would be divine
judgment on thecity of Florence because of gms.

A In his prophecy he wagery specific sayinghat the
coming judgmentvould be by theking of France

A In September 149&ing Charles VIl of France crossed
the Alps with a formidable army, throwing Italy into
politicalchaos.

A Manyviewed the arrival of King Charles as proof of
Savonarola's gift of propheclheyrepented wholesale

John H. Gerstner HandoutChurchHistory¢ Study GuideLesson 17



The Medieval Mystics

Savonarolgcontinued)

A Pope Alexander, whbelievedSavonarola to be a
TIfasS LINPLKSOUX 60SOIYS O
Influence Iin Florence might continue to grow.

A Therefore he threatenethe people, and
excommunicated and arrested Savonarola.

A{ | @2 Yy HastRBvérds 8sihe was being burned
YIeé KIS 0SSy KAAa 3INBI
cut me off from the church militant here below, but
you cannot cut me off from the church triumphant
I 602 0S ®¢

John H. Gerstner HandoutChurchHistory¢ Study GuideLesson 17



The Medieval Mystics

Teresa of Avila (1513582)

A Spanish mystic, later made a doctor of the church.

A She was an active reformer of the Carmelites, one of
the orders of the Roman church at that time.

A Her parents were Jewish converts

A At age 21, against her father's wishes, she professed
vows as a Carmelite at the Spanish Convent of the
Incarnation in Avila

A As a reformer she worked tirelessly to eradicate
abuses.

A In the Carmelites, she founded 17 convents in Spain.

A Sheonce had a vision of an angel driving a spear into
her abdomen

James White& 2016 Church History Series #6Mystics and Prd&keformation Reformers



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecstasy of Saint Teresa



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecstasy_of_Saint_Teresa

The Medieval Mystics

Julian of Norwich (1342416)

A She was a recluse who lived id@or-less
apartment that had only two windows, that
looked into a church, which is where food
would be passethto her.

A Sheclaimed to receiveevelations.

A In 1473 she got one where God told her that
she was his wife. And from that she wrote a

devotional commentary in which she spoke of
UKS GY2UKSEX22R 27T D:?

James White& 2016 Church History Series #6Mystics and Prd&keformation Reformers





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_Comedy

Dante and theDivine Comedy

A We now take a brief look at the life and wodf a man
usually ranked as the greatest Christian poet of all
time ¢ Dante Alighieri(12651321).

A Dantewas born in the Italian city of Florence. The
first part of his life saw him actively committed to
Florentine politics, which proved complex and
catastrophic.

A AlthoughFlorence was a Guelf (papalist) city in the
conflict between pope and Holy Roman Emperor, the
Florentine Guelfs were themselves divided into
White and Black Guelfs

A Dantewas a White Guelf a papalist, bubpposed
t 2LIS . 2YATFIFEOS £LLLQa [ Y

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Dante and theDivine Comedy

A In 1302 the Black Guelfs seized power in Florence
and exiled the leading White Guelfs, including Dante
who never set foot inside his native city again.

A Hespent the rest of his life wandering across
northern Italy, dying of malaria in Ravenna in 1321.

A5 | v biBeReéxperience of banishment hardened
his political views into a more afpiapal form; his
treatiseDeMonarchiao a/ 2 Y OSNY Ay 3 a
argued that papacy and Empire were equal in
authority, each having its own sphere, and that in
civil, secular affairs the Emperors were not subject to
papal decrees.
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Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Dante and theDivine Comedy

A 5 | v e8diénal and spiritual life was dominated by a
womanc Beatrice Portinari.

A Justa few months older than Beatrice, Dante first met
her when they were nine, and then again when they
were 18.

A Hewas utterly andoreverSy OKI| Y1 SR 0 @&
and beauty; her image in his mind had a sweetening
Influence which expelled all impure thoughts.

A Unfortunatelyfor lovers of romance, Beatrice married
another man in 1289, and then died a year later at the
age of 25, without enjoying even a single kiss from
Dante.

AEvena 23 aKS fAOSR 2y AY 511 Y
the rest of his life as the ideal of perfect womanhood.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Dante and theDivine Comedy

ADanteKAYa St T YINNASR UKNBS ¢
but his own wife Gemma had no chance of winning his
affections away from his adored Beatrice; in fact, when
the Black Guelfs banished him from Florence in 1302,
Dante left Gemma behind and never saw her again.

A5 | v (p&eGzanasterpiece was hiBivine Comedy
divided into three bookg Inferno, Purgatory, and
Paradise

A It begins with Dante lost in a gloomy foré¢symbolizing
sin), where he meets the great Pagan Roman poet Virqil
(70-19 BC), wheymbolizeshuman philosophy.

A Virgilguides Dante through hell and purgatory, where
among other suffering souls he sees numerous popes.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Dante and theDivine Comedy

A Leavingpurgatory, now cleansed from his own sins,

Dante meets his beloved Beatrice, wsymbolizes
the light of divinely revealed truth; she now guides

him to the exalted heights which Virgil (philosophy)
cannot reacht heaven.

A Forthe vision of God, even Beatrice must give place
02 . SNYIINR 2F [/t ANWI dzE:
who presents him to the Virgin Mary; and through
all NEQa AYUSNDS&aarAz2ys 51\
Trinity in all its glory.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages



Dante and theDivine Comedy

A Studentsof poetry have generally regarded tidgvine
Comedyas the most glorious Christian poem ever
GNAUGSYZ GKS [/ KNR adliadl y S

A Its outlook is that of a devout medieval Catholic;

A Dantewas a disciple of Thomas Aquinas in doctrinal
matters

A However his imaginative and moving depiction of the
central Christian theme the salvation of the soul from
sin by the mercy of God in Chreshas won admiration
among believers of every shade of theology; and his
hostility to a corrupt papacy and its pretensions to world
dominion has endeared Dante to Protestants.

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 2: The Middle Ages






