


Review
ÅSola Scriptura says that the only thing that possesses 

infallible authority as a source of Christian teaching 
ƛǎΧ

ïThe canonical scriptures

ÅThe Reformersbelieved that all other religious sources 
and authorities are subordinateto Scripture, but that 
they are not to be despised or ignored as they can be 
useful and even indispensable in helping Christians to 
understand Scripture. What did the Radical Reformers 
believe in this regard?

ï¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ 
traditions, believing that a Christian must read the Bible with 
fresh eyes, as if no one else had ever read it before.



Review
ÅWhat made the newly chosen Holy Roman Emperor, 

Charles V hesitant to simply burn Luther at the stake?

ïHe knew that Luther had the backing of most of Germany 
ŀƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŜΣ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
Luther be given a free and fair hearing.

ÅIn his famous statement given at Wittenberg, 
defending his writings, what reason did Luther give as 
to why we cannot trust popes or counsels?

ïIt is clear that they have often erred and contradicted 
ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȣ
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
ÅLuther had made a bad impression on the Emperor and 

the bishops, especially by his assertion that even 
ecumenical councils could make mistakes. 

ÅLuther seemed to be saying that he, a single university 
professor, was right, and the rest of the Church was 
wrong. (In his darkest moments, Luther wondered 
whether he was guilty of this.) 

ÅSome zealous traditionalists urged Emperor Charles V to 
break his promise of safe-conduct and have Luther burnt 
as a heretic, but Charles had a high sense of personal 
honor, and refused to go back on his word. 

ÅAfter several days of fruitless discussions between Luther 
and a committee of the diet, the Emperor allowed the 
Reformer to leave Worms on April 26, 1521. 
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
ÅOn May 26, the diet officially condemned him as a 

heretic and outlaw (only a minority of delegates were 
ƭŜŦǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƎƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜύΣ ŀƴŘ 
placed him under the ban of the Empire. 

ÅThis meant that anyone giving shelter or hospitality to 
Luther would be committing a crime. However, issuing
the ban was one thing; enforcingit was another. 

ÅThe Holy Roman Empire was not a centralized monarchy, 
but a loose federation of several hundred German states, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ {ŀȄƻƴȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ 
cities like Strasbourg, and many small territories 
controlled by lesser nobles. 

ÅIf local German authorities chose to protect Luther, there 
was little Charles V could do to stop them. 

Å!ƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŜΣ ǿŀǎ 
determined to protect the popular hero. 
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
ÅAs Luther journeyed home from Worms to 

Wittenberg, Frederick sent a party of knights to 
intercept him. 

ÅThey carried him off to the Wartburg castlein 
Eisenach, where he was kept in secrecy and safety 
for eleven months. 

Å¢ƻ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŀǊΩǎ ƎƻǿƴΣ 
dressed like a gentleman, grew long hair and a beard, 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά{ƛǊ DŜƻǊƎŜέΦ 

ÅWhen he went out of the castle for fresh air and 
exercise, he engaged people in conversation and 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
whereabouts yet! 
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
Å[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊǘōǳǊƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ creativeyear of 

his life. 

ÅHe translated the entire New Testament into German, 
finishing in February 1522 (it was published in September). 

Å²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǊŀǎƳǳǎΩǎ DǊŜŜƪ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊ 
produced a translation which was and still is a masterpiece of 
the German language. 

Å¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ DŜǊƳŀƴ .ƛōƭŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
were translated from the Latin Vulgate, and used an awkward 
and difficult style of German. 

Å[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪΣ 
was in a lively popular style that every German could 
understand. 

Å Its impact transformed the religious life of Germany, and even 
shaped the future development of the German language. 
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Luther as Heretic and Outlaw
ÅIn 1534 the whole Bible (both Old and New Testament) 

was published in German, translated by Luther and his 
colleagues at Wittenberg University. 

ÅMeanwhile, a host of popular writers throughout 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǘǊŀŎǘǎ 
condemning the papacy and supporting Luther. 

ÅAll the chief agents of communication in Germany 
ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜŘ ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƛǎƳέΥ ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ 
preachers, lawyers, teachers in city schools, and 
merchants who could travel about spreading Lutheran 
ideas and books. 

ÅMost of Germany was now in open revolt against the 
papacy, and the papacy seemed powerless to stop it. 
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The Dawn of the Radical Reformation
ÅLƴ ²ƛǘǘŜƴōŜǊƎΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ 

undertook the task of reforming the church locally while 
Luther was still in hiding in the Wartburg castle. 

ÅCarlstadt and Zwilling spearheaded the Wittenberg 
Reformation, attacking images of Christ and the saints, 
condemning instrumental music in worship, offering the 
wine as well as the bread to the laity in communion, and 
trying to force laypeople to touch and handle the bread 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ŀƪŜΣ ŜŀǘέΦ όLƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 
Catholic mass, the laity did not touch the wafer; the 
priest inserted it into their mouths.) 

ÅThey exhorted priests and monks to abandon their vows 
of celibacy and get married; Carlstadt took a wife and 
wanted to compelall the clergy to follow his example, 
denouncing celibacy as an evil practice. 

Needham, Nick. 2,000 Years of Christ's Power Vol. 3: Renaissance and Reformation


