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Genesis 6:1 -4 ïThe Corruption of the 
Godly Line

Genesis 6:1 -4 ïThe Corruption of the 
Godly Line

When man began to multiply on the face of the 
land and daughters were born to them, 2 the 
sons of God ɍÃÆȢ (ÏÓȢ ρȡρπ ×ÈÅÒÅ Ȱ3ÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
'ÏÄȱ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓɎ saw that the 
daughters of man were attractive. And they 
took as their wives any they chose. 3 Then the 
LORD said, "My Spirit shall not abide in man 
forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 
years." 4 The Nephilim ɍȰÇÉÁÎÔÓȱ ÃÆȢ .ÕÍ υχȡχχɎ 
were on the earth in those days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of man and they bore children to 
them. These were the mighty men who were of 
old, the men of renown. 



Genesis 6:5 -7 ïThe Lord Grieves Over the 
Wickedness of Man

Genesis 6:5 -7 ïThe Lord Grieves Over the 
Wickedness of Man

5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every 
intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. 6 And the LORD 
regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So 
the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I 
have created from the face of the land, man 
and animals and creeping things and birds 
of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have 
ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ



Genesis 6:8 -12 ïNoah Stands in Contrast 
to Wicked Humanity

Genesis 6:8 -12 ïNoah Stands in Contrast 
to Wicked Humanity

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the 
LORD. 9 These are the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his 
generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And 
Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. 11 Now the earth was corrupt in 
God's sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 



Genesis 6:13 -16 ïGodôs Instructions to 
Noah

Genesis 6:13 -16 ïGodôs Instructions to 
Noah

13 And God said to Noah, "I have determined 
to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is 
filled with violence through them. Behold, I 
will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make 
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: 
the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 
50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a 
roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit 
above, and set the door of the ark in its side. 
Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 



Genesis 6:17 -22 ïGodôs Covenant To 
Preserve Noah in the Coming Judgment

Genesis 6:17 -22 ïGodôs Covenant To 
Preserve Noah in the Coming Judgment
17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the 
earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of 
life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth 
shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, 
your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 19 And of 
every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of 
every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. 
They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds 
according to their kinds, and of the animals 
according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of 
the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort 
shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take 
with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it 
up. It shall serve as food for you and for them." 22

Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.



Answers in Genesis Presents:

Thinking 
Outside the Box



Genesis 7:1 -5 ïGodôs Final Instructions to 
Noah

Genesis 7:1 -5 ïGodôs Final Instructions to 
Noah

Then the LORD said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you 
and all your household, for I have seen that you 
are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take 
with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male 
and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are 
not clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs 
of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, 
to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the 
earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain on the 
earth forty days and forty nights, and every living 
thing that I have made I will blot out from the face 
of the ground." 5 And Noah did all that the LORD 
had commanded him. 



Genesis 7:6 -12 ïThe Flood Begins!Genesis 7:6 -12 ïThe Flood Begins!

6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood 
of waters came upon the earth. 7 And Noah and his 
sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him 
went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 
8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not 
clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps 
on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, 
went into the ark with Noah, as God had 
commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the 
waters of the flood came upon the earth. 11 In the 
six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second 
month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on 
that day all the fountains of the great deep burst 
forth, and the windows of the heavens were 
opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights. 



Genesis 7:13 -16 ïList of Those God Saved 
on the Ark

Genesis 7:13 -16 ïList of Those God Saved 
on the Ark

13 On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem 
and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the 
three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 
14 they and every beast, according to its kind, and 
all the livestock according to their kinds, and 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, 
according to its kind, and every bird, according to 
its kind, every winged creature. 15 They went into 
the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in 
which there was the breath of life. 16 And those 
that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in 
as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut 
him in.



Genesis 7:17 -20 ïThe Extent of the FloodGenesis 7:17 -20 ïThe Extent of the Flood

17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the 
earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the 
ark high above the earth.  18 The waters rose and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark 
floated on the surface of the water.  19 They rose 
greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains 
under the entire heavens were covered.  20 The 
waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth 
of more than twenty feet.  



Genesis 7:17 -20 ïThe Extent of the FloodGenesis 7:17 -20 ïThe Extent of the Flood

17 The flood continued forty days on the 
earth. The waters increased and bore up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The 
waters prevailed and increased greatly on 
the earth, and the ark floated on the face of 
the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so 
mightily on the earth that all the high 
mountains under the whole heaven were 
covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the 
mountains, covering them fifteen cubits 
deep.



Genesis 7:21 -24 ïThe Destruction Caused 
By the Flood

Genesis 7:21 -24 ïThe Destruction Caused 
By the Flood

21 And all flesh died that moved on the 
earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming 
creatures that swarm on the earth, and all 
mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in 
whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23

He blotted out every living thing that was 
on the face of the ground, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens. They were blotted out from the 
earth. Only Noah was left, and those who 
were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters 
prevailed on the earth 150 days.



Genesis 8:1 -4 ïThe Rain Stops and the 
Waters Begin to Recede

Genesis 8:1 -4 ïThe Rain Stops and the 
Waters Begin to Recede

1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild 
animals and the livestock that were with him in 
the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and 
the waters receded.  2 Now the springs of the deep 
and the floodgates of the heavens had been 
closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the 
sky.  3 The water receded steadily from the earth. 
At the end of the hundred and fifty days the 
water had gone down,  4 and on the seventeenth 
day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on 
the mountains of Ararat.  



Gen 8:4 ïñThe Mountains of AraratòGen 8:4 ïñThe Mountains of Araratò



Gen 8:4 ïñThe Mountains of AraratòGen 8:4 ïñThe Mountains of Araratò
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Genesis 8:5 -12 ï The Waters Continue to 
Recede

Genesis 8:5 -12 ï The Waters Continue to 
Recede

5 The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, 
and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains became visible.  6 After forty days Noah 
opened the window he had made in the ark  7 and sent 
out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the 
water had dried up from the earth.  8 Then he sent out a 
dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of 
the ground.  9 But the dove could find no place to set its 
feet because there was water over all the surface of the 
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out 
his hand and took the dove and brought it back to 
himself in the ark.  10 He waited seven more days and 
again sent out the dove from the ark.  11 When the dove 
returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a 
freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the 
water had receded from the earth.  12 He waited seven 
more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it 
did not return to him. 



Genesis 8:13 -19 ï Noah Comes Out of the 
Ark

Genesis 8:13 -19 ï Noah Comes Out of the 
Ark

13 By the first day of the first month of Noah's six 
hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the 
earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and 
saw that the surface of the ground was dry.  14 By the 
twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was 
completely dry.  15 Then God said to Noah,  16 "Come out 
of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their 
wives.  17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is 
with you-- the birds, the animals, and all the creatures 
that move along the ground-- so they can multiply on the 
earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it."  
18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife 
and his sons' wives.  19 All the animals and all the 
creatures that move along the ground and all the birds-- 
everything that moves on the earth-- came out of the ark, 
one kind after another. 



Genesis 8:20 -22 ï God Determines Never 
to Flood the Entire Earth Again

Genesis 8:20 -22 ï God Determines Never 
to Flood the Entire Earth Again

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, 
taking some of all the clean animals and clean 
birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.  21 The 
LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in 
his heart: "Never again will I curse the ground 
because of man, even though every inclination 
of his heart is evil from childhood. And never 
again will I destroy all living creatures, as I 
have done.  22 "As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer 
and winter, day and night will never cease." 



Genesis 9:1 -7 ï God Gives Noah 
Instructions for the New World
Genesis 9:1 -7 ï God Gives Noah 
Instructions for the New World

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, 
"Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.  2 
The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of 
the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature 
that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the 
sea; they are given into your hands.  3 Everything that 
lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you 
the green plants, I now give you everything.  4 "But you 
must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.  5 And 
for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I 
will demand an accounting from every animal. And 
from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the 
life of his fellow man.  6 "Whoever sheds the blood of 
man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of 
God has God made man.  7 As for you, be fruitful and 
increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase 
upon it." 



Genesis 9:8 -11 ï God Covenants With Noah 
Never Again to Destroy the Earth by Flood

Genesis 9:8 -11 ï God Covenants With Noah 
Never Again to Destroy the Earth by Flood

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with 
him:  9 "I now establish my covenant with you 
and with your descendants after you  10 and 
with every living creature that was with you-- 
the birds, the livestock and all the wild 
animals, all those that came out of the ark 
with you-- every living creature on earth.  11 I 
establish my covenant with you: Never again 
will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; 
never again will there be a flood to destroy the 
earth."  



Genesis 9:12 -17 ï God Gives the Rainbow 
as a Sign of His Covenant With Noah

Genesis 9:12 -17 ï God Gives the Rainbow 
as a Sign of His Covenant With Noah

12 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant 
I am making between me and you and every 
living creature with you, a covenant for all 
generations to come:  13 I have set my rainbow in 
the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth.  14 Whenever I bring 
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in 
the clouds,  15 I will remember my covenant 
between me and you and all living creatures of 
every kind. Never again will the waters become a 
flood to destroy all life.  16 Whenever the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and all 
living creatures of every kind on the earth.ñ 17 So 
God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the 
covenant I have established between me and all 
life on the earth." 



The FloodThe Flood
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Time Periods of the Flood



The Bible Clearly Teaches That the 
Flood Was Universal  and Global

The Bible Clearly Teaches That the 
Flood Was Universal  and Global

ÅUniversal : Every Living , Breathing  Creature was 
Destroyed by the Flood - with the exception of 
those creatures that were preserved on the ark with 
Noah, his three sons and their wives. 

ïNote : The living things that were completely 
destroyed by the flood involved specifically those 
animals that lived on "dry land" and "breathed" 
(Gen.7:22). Animals that lived in the water (e.g. 
fish) could survive outside the ark, though, no 
doubt, in the turbulence of the flood, many fish 
died as well.

ÅGlobal : Every High Mountain on the Face of the 
Earth Was Covered  By the Waters of the Flood 



The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

ɆGenesis 6:17-19 - For behold, I will bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all 
flesh in which is the breath of life under 
heaven. Everything  that is on the earth shall 
die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark, you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives 
with you. 19 And of every living thing of all 
flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into 
the ark to keep them alive with you. They 
shall be male and female. 



The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

ɆGenesis 7:21-23 - And all flesh died that 
moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, 
all swarming creatures that swarm on the 
earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything  on the 
dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of 
life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing 
that was on the face of the ground, man and 
animals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens. They were blotted out from the 
earth. Only Noah was left, and those who 
were with him in the ark. 



The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

ɆGenesis 9:11,15 - I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of the flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
ÅÁÒÔÈȣ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÍÙ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 



The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

The Flood Was Universal  -
Every Living, Breathing Creature 

was Destroyed by the Flood  

Ɇ1 Peter 3:20 - ȣ×ÈÅÎ 'ÏÄ΄Ó ÐÁÔÉÅÎÃÅ ×ÁÉÔÅÄ 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. 
Ɇ2 Peter 2:5 - ȣ[God] did not spare the 

ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald 
of righteousness, with seven others, when he 
brought a flood upon the world of the 
ungodly;
Ɇ2 Peter 3:6 - ȣ the world that then existed 

was deluged with water and perished. 



The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

ɆGenesis 7:18-20 - The waters prevailed and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark 
floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the 
waters prevailed so mightily on the earth 
that all the high mountains under the whole 
heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed 
above the mountains, covering them fifteen 
cubits deep.



The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

ɆPsalm 104:5-9 - He set the earth on its 
foundations, so that it should never be moved. 6 
You covered it with the deep as with a garment; 
the waters stood above the mountains. 7 At your 
rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder 
they took to flight. 8 The mountains rose, the 
valleys sank down to the place that you 
appointed for them. 9 You set a boundary that 
they may not pass, so that they might not again 
cover the earth. 



The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

The Flood Was Global  -
Every High Mountain on the Face 
of the Earth Was Covered By the 

Waters of the Flood 

ɆIsaiah 54:9 - This is like the days of Noah to 
me: as I swore that the waters of Noah should 
no more go over the earth, so I have sworn 
that I will not be angry with you, and will not 
rebuke you.



Where Did All the 
Water For the 
Flood Come 

From?

Where Did All the 
Water For the 
Flood Come 

From?



Where Did All the Water For the Flood 
Come From?

Where Did All the Water For the Flood 
Come From?

ɆGenesis 7:11 - In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in 
the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on 
that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and 
the windows of the heavens were opened. 

Two Sources:

1. The Fountains of the Great Deep

ςMay Have Lasted For 150 days

ςCame from within the earth

ςProbably Involved a Great Deal of Volcanic Activity

2. ¢ƘŜ ά²ƛƴŘƻǿǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǾŜƴǎ 

ςAn Extraordinary Rain

ςLasted for "40 days and 40 nights" 



What  Are the Fountains of the Deep?What  Are the Fountains of the Deep?

ωReferred to twice in the flood account:

ɀGenesis 7:11 ɀ ȣ the fountains of the great deep burst forthȣ

ɀGenesis 8:2 - 4ÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÅÐȣ were closedȣ

ω!ǎ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ άŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŜǇέ ǎŜŜƳ 
to be underground water sources that existed deep within 
the earth prior to the flood. 

ω¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ άburst forthέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭȅ 
a violent release of the water as it breaks through the 
ground. 

ωNote: Given the number of volcanic rocks that we see 
interspersed between the layers in the rocks laid down by 
the Flood ς it seems likely that the bursting forth of these 
fountains involved an large number volcanic eruptions as 
well.  

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook /flood12.asp#2



Fountains of the Deep Burst Forth?

Taken from Walt Brown, Ph.D., In the Beginning ï Compelling Evidence for 

Creation and the Flood, 7th Edition, 2001, p.101  

Available at www.creationscience.com



Springs (or Fountains) of the Deep Burst 
Forth?

Brown, In the Beginning, p.101 



Springs (or Fountains) of the Deep Burst 
Forth?

Springs (or Fountains) of the Deep Burst 
Forth?

Brown, In the Beginning, p.84 Brown, In the Beginning, p.84 



What are the Windows of the Heavens?What are the Windows of the Heavens?

ωThe other source of the waters for Noah's Flood 
ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΦέ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ тΥмн 
says that it rained for 40 days and 40 nights 
continuously.

ωGenesis 2:5 tells us that there was no rain before 
man was created. Because of this, some have 
suggested that there was no rainfall anywhere on 
the earth until the time of the Flood. However, the 
Bible does not actually say thisΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know for sure.

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook/flood12.asp#2



What are the Windows of the Heavens?What are the Windows of the Heavens?

ω¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ άǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ twice in 
reference to the flood :

ɀGenesis 7:11 ɀ ȣ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ were openedȣ

ɀGenesis 8:2 - ȣ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ were closedȣ

ωThis expression is only used four other times in the Old Testament: 

ςTwice in 2 Kings 7:2 and 19, referring to God's miraculous 
intervention in sending rain

ςOnce in Isaiah 24:18 to refer to an outpouring of DƻŘΩǎ 
judgment

ςOnce in Malachi 3:10, where the phrase is used again of God 
intervening to pour out abundant blessings on his people

ωHere in Genesis, the expression seems to refer to an extraordinary 
rain poured out by God during the first 40 days of the flood.

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook/flood12.asp#2



What was the water source for this 
extraordinary ñwindows of the heavensò 

rainfall?

What was the water source for this 
extraordinary ñwindows of the heavensò 

rainfall?

ɆȰ)Æ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÕÄÄÅÎÌÙ 
precipitated, it would suffice to cover the ground to an 
ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ Ô×Ï ÉÎÃÈÅÓȱ (Whitcomb and 
Morris, The Genesis Flood, 1961, p.121)

ωSo how was the rain able to continue falling for 40 days and 
nights during the flood?

ωOne possibility is that God miraculously created water for 
the rain throughout the 40 days and nights.

ω But as Morris observes: Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
have accomplished the entire event miraculously (say by 
special creation of the waters of the Flood and then by special 
Ȭuncreationȭ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÏÖÅÒɊȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
ÕÎÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÌÉËÅÌÙȱ (Henry 
Morris, The Genesis Record, p.195)



The Water Canopy Theory?The Water Canopy Theory?

ωIn 1874,  Isaac Vail (1840-1912) proposed (for the 
first time) a theory that has come to be known as 
the "Water Canopy Theory". (Walt Brown, In the 
Beginning, Seventh Edition, p.260)

ωThis theory was later popularized by Whitcomb and 
Morris in their book The Genesis Flood (1961). 
(Brown, p.266)



The Water Canopy Theory?The Water Canopy Theory?

ωWhitcomb and Morris have argued that, prior to the flood, the 
earth was surrounded by a "water canopy" and that God 
opened the floodgates of heaven by causing the water canopy 
to fall to the earth. 

ωTo support this idea they point to Genesis 1:6-8 where it says 
that on the second day of creation God separated the waters 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ōȅ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŀƴǎŜέ όIŜōǊŜǿΥ raqiya ) or 
άŦƛǊƳŀƳŜƴǘέΦ

ɀGenesis 1:6-8 ɀ And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 And God 
made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the 
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 
And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the second day. 

ω¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŜȄǇŀƴǎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜȄǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
atmosphere, because it says a few verses later that birds fly in 
the expanse (Genesis 1:20). 



The Water Canopy Theory?The Water Canopy Theory?

Thus they envision a literal blanket of water 
surrounding the earth (not to scale) : 



Problems With the Canopy  TheoryProblems With the Canopy  Theory

ω In recent years many traditional supporters of the Water Canopy 
Theory, such as Larry Vardiman (with ICR) have discovered a 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΥ ¢ƘŜ άgreenhouse effectέ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
by a large water canopy  would cause the surface of the earth to 
become intolerably hot! 

ω Using computer models, Vardiman tried to solve the problem, but 
found that he had to drastically reduce the amount of water 
vapor in the canopy in order to make it work. 

ω It seems that the maximum amount of water that could be held in 
such a canopy without causing things on the earth to get too hot 
would be the rain equivalent of about 6.5 feet of water. 

ωObviously such a reduced canopy would not significantly 
contribute to the 40 days and nights of rain at the beginning of 
the flood!

http ://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook/flood12.asp#2



Problems With the Canopy TheoryProblems With the Canopy Theory

ÅMany creation scientists are now either 

abandoning the water vapor canopy model or 

no longer see any need for such a concept, 

particularly if other reasonable mechanisms 

could have supplied the rain for the flood.

Information excerpted from: 

http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook/flood12.asp#2



So if there is no water canopy around the 
earth, what is Genesis 1:6 -8 talking about?
So if there is no water canopy around the 

earth, what is Genesis 1:6 -8 talking about?

Ɇ Genesis 1:6-8 ɀ And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 And God made the 
expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters 
that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

ω Some other recent suggestions:

ςWalt Brown:

ωExpanse Ґ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƻǳǘŜǊ ŎǊǳǎǘ

ωWaters below the expanse = subterranean water

ωWaters above the expanse = surface waters (which became seas, lakes, etc. 
when the dry land appeared on day 3)

ςDr. Russell Humphreys:

ωExpanse = interstellar space (the abode of the sun moon and stars ς Genesis 
1:17)

ωWaters below the expanse = surface waters on the earth (which became 
seas, lakes, etc. when the dry land appeared on day 3) 

ωWaters above the expanse = water beyond the stars at the edge of the 
universe! 



So if there is no water canopy around the 
earth, what is Genesis 1:6 -8 talking about?
So if there is no water canopy around the 

earth, what is Genesis 1:6 -8 talking about?

Ɇ Genesis 1:6-8 ɀ And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7 And God made the 
expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters 
that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse 
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

ωThe Traditional View ς Calvin (1554), Gill (1810), Keil and Delitzsch 
(1890?) and others: 

ςExpanse = the atmosphere

ςWaters below the expanse = surface waters on the earth 
(which became seas, lakes, etc. when the dry land appeared on 
day 3)

ςWaters above the expanse = water stored in the clouds

ωWhile the other views of this passage are interesting and worthy 
of consideration, the traditional view seems to be the most 
straightforward and seems to have the least problems!



So if there is no water canopy around 
the earth, what was the water source 
for this extraordinary "floodgates of 

the heavens" rainfall?

So if there is no water canopy around 
the earth, what was the water source 
for this extraordinary "floodgates of 

the heavens" rainfall?

ωThe most reasonable suggestion seems to be that 
the water (along with rocks and mud) that burst 
forth from the fountains of the deep with incredibly 
violent force went far up into the atmosphere and 
fell back to the earth as rain.



Where Did All the 
Water Go After 

the Flood?

Where Did All the 
Water Go After 

the Flood?



Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?

Psalm 104:6 You covered [the earth] with the deep as 
with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 
7 At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder 
they took to flight. 8 The mountains rose, the valleys 
sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 9 
You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they 
might not again cover the earth. 

If this passage refers to the process that God used at 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ bƻŀƘΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
indicate that the bulk of the waters from the flood 
ended up in today's ocean basins.



Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?

Psalm 104:6 You covered [the earth] with the deep as 
with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 7 
At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they 
took to flight. 8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down 
to the place that you appointed for them. 9 You set a 
boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not 
again cover the earth. 



Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?Where Did All the Water Go After the Flood?

ωNote: On our present earth, without 
mountains or sea basins, water would 
cover the whole earth to a depth of 2.7 
km, or 1.7 miles (not to scale): 

http ://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/answersbook/flood12.asp#2
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Global Flood
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Global Flood



Evidence of a Global FloodEvidence of a Global Flood

ωAs we look around our world, we find a 
great deal of evidence for the global flood 
talked about in scripture:

ςLarge Sedimentary Deposits containing the 
fossilized remains of dead plants and animals ς 
including fossils of sea creatures on top of the 
highest mountains!



Normandy, France



The White Cliffs of Dover, England



Mount Saint Helens 
Rock Layers Formed Rapidly

Evolutionists tell us that it takes millions of years for such 
rock layers to form - but the layers pictured above were 
produced within a matter of hours  during the Mount Saint 
Helens volcano eruption on June 12, 1980. 

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs/456.asp)



Evidence of a Global FloodEvidence of a Global Flood

ωAs we look around our world, we find a 
great deal of evidence for the global flood 
talked about in scripture:

ςLarge Sedimentary Deposits containing the 
fossilized remains of dead plants and animals ς 
including fossils of sea creatures on top of the 
highest mountains!

ςLarge Canyons carved out by vast amounts 
water and mud as it ran rapidly back into the 
seas after the flood.



The Grand Canyon

Evolutionists tell us that it took millions of years for the river 
pictured above to carve out this canyon.



Mount Saint Helens
Small Model of the Grand Canyon?

ω But the 100-foot-ŘŜŜǇ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŦƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Toutle River  is like a small scale model of the Grand Canyon. 

ω And it was carved very quickly by a catastrophic mud flow produced 
by one volcano eruption (Mt St Helens)

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/feedback/negative_31march2002.asp)



Mount Saint Helens ï Mud Flow

A high altitude photo of the mud flow that carved 
9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мфΣ мфун



Evidence of a Global FloodEvidence of a Global Flood

ωAs we look around our world, we find a 
great deal of evidence for the global flood 
talked about in scripture:

ςLarge Sedimentary Deposits containing the 
fossilized remains of dead plants and animals ς 
including fossils of sea creatures on top of the 
highest mountains!

ςLarge Canyons carved out by vast amounts 
water and mud as it ran rapidly back into the 
seas after the flood.

ςFlood Legends in Cultures Throughout the 
World



Flood Traditions

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs2004/0324ark.asp)



Flood legend one (red book)

Dinosaurs by Design by Duane Gish



Flood legend one (red book)Hawaii
ά[ƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 

Kuniuhonna, the first man, the 
world became a wicked terrible 

place to live. There was one 
good man left; his name was Nu-

u.
He made a great canoe with a 
house on it and filled it with 
animals. The waters came up 

over all the earth and killed all 
the people. Only Nu-u and his 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ



One ancient 
Chinese classic 

called the 
άHihkingέ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ 

story of Fuhi, 
whom the Chinese 
consider to be the 

father of their 
civilization



Dinosaurs by Design by Duane Gish

This history records that 

Fuhi, his wife, three 

sons and three 

daughters escaped a 

great flood.  He and his 

family were the only 

people alive on earth.  

After the great flood 

they repopulated the 

world.



Flood legend three (red book)

Dinosaurs by Design by Duane Gish

The Toltec Indians 
of ancient Mexico 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

world lasted 1716 
years and was 
destroyed by a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƭƻƻŘΦέ hƴƭȅ 
one family named 
Coxcox survived.



The Bible dates put the 
flood 1656 years after 
creation.  The Toltec 

legend is only 60 years 
off!  Not bad.



Questions That 
Are Often Asked 
About Noah and 

the Ark

Questions That 
Are Often Asked 
About Noah and 

the Ark



How Did Noah Gather 
All the Animals To Go 

on the Ark?

How Did Noah Gather 
All the Animals To Go 

on the Ark?



How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To 
Go on the Ark?

How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To 
Go on the Ark?

ωHow could Noah possibly go out and find 
two of every kind of animal?

ωHow would he capture animals that were 
difficult to catch?

ωHow could the animals that were in 
remote places (e.g. kangaroos and koalas 
in Australia, kiwis in New Zealand, etc.) 
get to the ark?



How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To 
Go on the Ark?

How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To 
Go on the Ark?

ωThe first thing we have to remember about 
gathering the animals to the ark is that the 
animals came to Noah (under God's sovereign 
direction):

ɆGenesis 6:20 - Of the birds according to their kinds, and 
of the animals  according to their kinds, of every 
creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of 
every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 

ɆGenesis 7:7-9 ɀ And Noah and his sons and his wife and 
his sons' wives with him went into the ark to escape the 
waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals  
that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that 
creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, 
went into the ark with Noah , as God had commanded 
Noah. 



How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To Go on 
the Ark?

How Did Noah Gather All the Animals To Go on 
the Ark?

ωAlso, the earth was undoubtedly much different before 
the flood than it is now. Some possible differences are:
ςMountains may not have been as large prior to the flood ς 

our large mountains may have been raised up after the 
flood to provide a place for the water to go.

ςThere may have only been one continent before the flood 
(Genesis 1:9 says that the waters were gathered into one 
place ς let the dry land appear)

ςThere may not have been as much water on the earth. 
Much of the water from the flood may have come from 
out of the fountains of the deep - so there may not have 
been vast oceans prior to the flood. 

ςDiverse animal kinds may not have been spread out much 
prior to the flood as they are today thus getting two of 
each kind of animal on the ark would not require animals 
to travel great distances.



How Could Noah Have 
Gotten All Those Animals 

to Fit on the Ark?

How Could Noah Have 
Gotten All Those Animals 

to Fit on the Ark?



How Could Noah Have Gotten All 
Those Animals to Fit on the Ark?
How Could Noah Have Gotten All 
Those Animals to Fit on the Ark?

ωTo Answer This Question We Need to 
Know:

ςHow big was the ark?

ςHow many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

ςHow big were the animals that Noah 
took on the ark?



How big was the ark ?How big was the ark ?

ÅWhat some people picture:



How big was the ark ?How big was the ark ?

ÅWhat the Bible teaches:



882 feet

515 feet

bƻŀƘΩǎ ŀǊƪ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎ



bƻŀƘΩǎ ŀǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ



bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΥ

Å50% Longer Than a Football Field

ÅAbout the Height a Four Story Building

ÅStorage Capacity = 522 Standard Railroad Stock Cars



How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

ɆGenesis 6:19 ɀ And of every living thing of all 
flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be 
male and female. 
ɆGenesis 7:2 ɀ Take with you seven pairs of all 

clean animals,  the male and his mate, and a 
pair of the animals that are not clean , the 
male and his mate
ɆGenesis 7:15 ɀ They went into the ark with 

Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there 
was the breath of life .
ɆGenesis 7:22 ɀEverything on the dry land in 

whose nostrils was the breath of life  died



How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

ÅNoah only  had to keep breathing land animals  on 
the ark.

ÅTherefore Noah did not have to take any fish or 
sea creatures on the ark.

ÅNoah only  had to take select animals 
representing each created ñkindò:

ïSeven of each ñcleanò kind (whether seven pairs  or 
seven individuals  is uncertain)

ïTwo of each unclean

ÅDepending on how ñcleanò animals were defined 
in Noahôs day, there may have been very few 
clean  animals (there are only a couple of dozen 
clean animals as defined in Moses day).



A Possible List of Clean Animals in Moses DayA Possible List of Clean Animals in Moses Day

Animals (Deut. 14:4 -6) Insects 

(Lev. 11:21)

Birds (Encyclopaedia  Judaica  *)

antelope cricket domestic duck

deer grasshopper domestic goose

gazelle katydid hen

goat locust house sparrow

ibex palm dove

mountain sheep partridge

ox peacock

roe deer pheasant

sheep pigeon

wild goat quail

turtle dove

ȰYou may eat any animal that 
has a split hoof divided in two 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÈÅ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÃÕÄȢȱ (Deut 

14:6)

Ȱ,ÅÖÉÔÉÃÕÓ ίίȡία-ίη ÌÉÓÔÓ ΰή ȬÕÎÃÌÅÁÎȭ 
birds, and Deuteronomy 14:12-18 
ÅÎÕÍÅÒÁÔÅÓ ΰί ȣ 4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ 
ÌÉÓÔ ȬÃÌÅÁÎȭ ÂÉÒÄÓȱȢ 

*http://ej.kdsdev.com/sample-articles/article_view.php?sid=dietary-laws&p=7



How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

How many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

ÅNoah only  had to keep breathing land animals  on 
the ark.

ÅTherefore Noah did not have to take any fish or 
sea creatures on the ark.

ÅNoah only  had to take select animals 
representing each created ñkindò:
ïSeven of each ñcleanò kind (whether seven pairs  or 

seven individuals  is uncertain)

ïTwo of each unclean

ÅDepending on how ñcleanò animals were defined 
in Noahôs day, there may have been very few 
clean  animals (there are only a couple of dozen 
clean animals as defined in Moses day).

Å If this is the case the majority  of animal kinds on 
the ark would be represented by one pair (rather 
than seven).



What is an animal ñkindò?What is an animal ñkindò?

ωNoah was instructed to take two (or seven) of 
ŜŀŎƘ άkindέ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƪ Φ

ω!ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ άƪƛƴŘέ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ 
procreate and therefore produce other animals 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ άƪƛƴŘέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ

ωThus by having a representative of each kind of 
animal on the ark, the earth could be 
repopulated after the flood with each of the 
different kinds of animals as they existed before 
the flood.

ɆGenesis 6:20 ɀ Of the birds according to their kinds , 
and of the animals according to their kinds , of every 
creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind , two 
of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive



By observing the 
different kinds of 

living things in the 
world today, we can 
see that God built a 
great deal of variety 
and adaptability  into 

each created kind!



While God has 
built great variety 

into each kind, 
God has also 

placed limits . God 
made all living 

things to produce 
ñaccording to their 

kinds ò (Genesis 
1:11,12,21,24,25)



So God did not populate the earth using the 
evolutionary ñtree ò where all things are thought 

to descend from one single celled organism



Nor do we think God populated the earth using 
the stereotypical creationist ñlawn ò where little, 

if any variation occurs within a created kind.



We believe that God populated (and after the 
flood re populated) the earth using the 

creationist ñorchard ò where there is variety and 
yet limits within each created kind.



Therefore while preserving a relatively small 
number of land animals on the ark, God was able 
to repopulate the earth with all the varieties of 
land animals that we see today!



How Could Noah Have 
Gotten All Those Animals 

to Fit on the Ark?

How Could Noah Have 
Gotten All Those Animals 

to Fit on the Ark?



How Could Noah Have Gotten All 
Those Animals to Fit on the Ark?
How Could Noah Have Gotten All 
Those Animals to Fit on the Ark?

ωTo Answer This Question We Need to 
Know:

ςHow big was the ark?

ςHow many animals did Noah need to 
take on the ark?

ςHow big were the animals that Noah 
took on the ark?



So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

ÅIt is difficult to know for sure which animal 

species today are descended from a 

common ancestral ñkindò because:

ïWe are not always aware of different species 

that can successfully mate with other species 

and produce offspring

ïIn many cases, due to such things as 

mutations or genetic drift over time, two 

species that have descended from a common 

ancestral kind can no longer successfully mate



So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

Å In 1961, Henry Morris, working with estimates of the number of animal 

species given by Ernst Mayr, a leading American systematic 

taxonomist, estimated that there were probably no more than 35,000 

individual vertebrate animals on the ark. 

Å Morris estimates that it takes  146 stock cars to carry 35,000 average 

(sheep) sized animals. 

Å Based on the dimensions given for the ark (450 feet long x 75 feet wide 

x 45 feet high) it had a carrying capacity of 522 standard stock cars 

used by modern railroads. 

Å Therefore, according to Morrisô estimates, the ark was three times 

bigger than necessary!

The above estimates come from 
Whitcomb and Morris, The 
Genesis Flood - The Biblical 
Record and Its Scientific 
Implications, 1961, pp.65-70



So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

Å In a more recent study, John Woodmorappe shows that 

Morrisô figures may have been too conservative !

ÅTo estimate the number of animal kinds on the ark, 

Woodmorappe uses modern animal classifications.

John Woodmorappe , Noah's 
Ark: A Feasibility Study , 1996



Modern Animal ClassificationModern Animal Classification

ÅKingdom

ÅPhylum

ÅClass

ÅOrder

ÅFamily

ÅGenus

ÅSpecies



An Example of Modern Animal 
Classification

An Example of Modern Animal 
Classification

Å Kingdom  - Animalia

Å Phylum ï Chordata

Å Subphylum - Vertebrata 

Å Class - Reptilia 

Å Order - Squamata (amphisbaenians, lizards, and snakes) 

Å Suborder Sauria  (lizards) 

Å Family - Anguidae (alligator lizards, glass lizards, and lateral fold 
lizards) 

Å Genus - Elgaria (western alligator lizards) 

ïSpecies ï Elgaria kingii (Arizona alligator lizard and madrean 
alligator lizard)

ïSpecies ï Elgaria multicarinata (southern alligator lizard)  

badge badge

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/resources/laurie_vitt/Gkingi.gif/view.html
http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/resources/laurie_vitt/Gmulticarinatus.gif/view.html


An Example of Modern Animal 
Classification

An Example of Modern Animal 
Classification

Å Kingdom  - Animalia

Å Phylum - Chordata

Å Subphylum - Vertebrata 

Å Class -  Mammalia (mammals) 

Å Order - Carnivora (carnivores) 

Å Family - Felidae (cats ï cheetahs, small cats, leopards, lions, and 
tigers)

Å Genus - Panthera (roaring cats)

Å Species - 

ï leo (lion)

ï tigris (tiger)

badge badge

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/resources/christopher_jameson/panthera_leo_10.jpg/view.html
http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/resources/corel_cd/tiger.jpg/view.html


So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

So how many ñkindsò of animals did Noah 
take on the ark?

Å If we use the modern animal classification of genus  as the most likely 
indicator of original ñkindò, Woodmorappe shows that there would 
have been about 16,000 animals on the ark. (p. 7 -8)

Å Woodmorappe believes that the family  classification is probably a 
better approximation of the original kinds in which case there would 
only need to have been 2,000 animals on the ark.

Å But, in order to be conservative, Woodmorappe made all his 
calculations based on the assumption that there were 16,000 animals 
on the ark.

Å He analyzed the average size of these animals and found that half the 
animals on the ark would weigh less than a small rat! (p.13)

Å He goes on to state that only 11% of the animals on the ark would have 
been substantially larger than a sheep. (p.13)

The above estimates come from 
John Woodmorappe , Noah's 
Ark: A Feasibility Study , 1996



How could Noah fit all those HUGE 
dinosaurs (and other large animals) 

on the Ark ? 

How could Noah fit all those HUGE 
dinosaurs (and other large animals) 

on the Ark ? 
ÅNote, the Bible does not say that the animals that Noah 

took on the ark had to be fully grown . 

Å It would make sense for Noah to take younger  animals on 

the ark for a couple of reasons:

ïYounger animals would (on the average) have more years of life left  

to repopulate the earth once they got off the ark.

ï In the case of the larger animals, such as the larger dinosaurs, the 

younger animals  would be smaller  and would more easily fit on the 

ark



So How Could Noah Have Gotten All Those 
Animals to Fit on the Ark?

So How Could Noah Have Gotten All Those 
Animals to Fit on the Ark?

ÅUsing standard floor space requirements recommended 
for:
ïThe housing of laboratory animals for the smaller  animals 

ï Intensively housed livestock for the larger  animals, 

ÅWoodmorappe calculated that the space required to house 
the 16,000 animals and their enclosures would require less 
than half of the floor space  of the arkôs three decks. (p.16)

ÅThis calculation assumes no stacking of enclosures, which 
would allow at least some food and water to be stored 
overhead. (p.16)

ÅThere is also plenty of room left over for the arkôs 
infrastructure and passageways.

The above estimates come from 
John Woodmorappe , Noah's 
Ark: A Feasibility Study , 1996



How Could Noah 
Have Cared For So 

Many Animals On the 
Ark?
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How Could Noah Have Cared For So Many 
Animals On the Ark?

How Could Noah Have Cared For So Many 
Animals On the Ark?

ωWe are not given the details of what was 
involved in caring for the animals on the ark or 
how Noah and his family went about doing 
what was necessary. 

ωWe are told that Noah was to bring food on the 
ark for himself and the animals:

ɆGenesis 6:19,21 ɀ And of every living thing of all 
flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark  to keep them alive with you. They shall be male 
ÁÎÄ ÆÅÍÁÌÅȣ21 Also take with you every sort of 
food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve 
as food for you and for them ."

ωFrom this we can at least infer that Noah and 
his family had to feed the animals.
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Animals On the Ark?

ωAt the same time, we cannot rule out that God 
may have made special (perhaps even 
miraculous) provision to help Noah in his care 
of the animals . 

ωFor example, some have suggested that God 
could have caused many of the animals on the 
ark to hibernate during the flood, in order to 
make caring for them easier.

ωThe Bible does not say anything about this, so 
ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ƛǘΦ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
possibility.
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Animals On the Ark?

ωSome have argued that food taken on board 
rules out hibernation, but this is not so. 
Hibernating animals do not sleep all winter, 
despite what many think, so they would still 
need food occasionally.

ωJohn Woodmorappe in Noah' Ark: A Feasibility 
Study, 1996 shows in painstaking detail a 
variety of possible ways that Noah and his 
family could have cared for the animals on the 
Ark without any miraculous intervention on the 
part of God!



Food Requirements on the ArkFood Requirements on the Ark

ÅThe Ark would probably have carried 

compressed and dried foodstuffs, and probably 

a lot of concentrated food. 

ÅPerhaps Noah fed the cattle mainly on grain, 

plus some hay for fiber. 

ÅWoodmorappe calculated that the volume of 

foodstuffs would have been only about 15 % of 

the Arkôs total volume. 

ÅDrinking water would only have taken up 9.4 % 

of the volume. This volume would be reduced 

further if rainwater was collected and piped into 

troughs.

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/Magazines/docs/cen_v19n2_animals_ark.asp)



Waste Disposal on the ArkWaste Disposal on the Ark

Å It is  doubtful  whether  the humans  had to clean  

the cages  every  morning . 

ÅPossibly  they  had sloped  floors  or  slatted  cages,  

where  the manure  could  fall  away from  the 

animals  and be flushed  away (plenty  of  water  

around!)  or  destroyed  by composting  by worms  

which  would  also  provide  earthworms  as a food  

source . 

ÅVery deep bedding  can sometimes  last  for  a year  

without  needing  a change . Absorbent  material  

(e.g. sawdust,  softwood  wood  shavings  and 

especially  peat  moss)  would  reduce  the 

moisture  content  and hence  the odor .

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/Magazines/docs/cen_v19n2_animals_ark.asp)
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John Woodmorappe , Noah's Ark: A Feasibility Study , 
1996, p.25


