Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians



Background
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To whom was Paul writing?

. There Is some disagreement among scholars on how
to answer this question.

. In the history of the church there have been two
mayjor views:

AThe Northern Galatian View
AThe Southern Galatian View

. Almost all scholars prior to the 8century held the
Northern Galatian View*

. This view teaches that Paul was writing to churches
In the northern area of the Roman province of

Galatiaz churches that Luke never mentions in the
book of Acts.

*F.F. Bruce,The Epistle to the Galatiang.5
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To whom was Paul writing?

. Part of the reason the early church fathers held this
view Is that in their day, Galatia consisted ohly
the northern portion of the original Roman

province.
. S0 they assumed that Paul must have been writing

to churches in that region.*

*F.F. Bruce,The Epistle to the Galatiang.6
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To whom was Paul writing?

. | believe (along with most modern
conservative scholars) that Galatians was
written to churches that Paul founded on his
first missionary journey (Acts 1B4):.

A(Pisidiar) Antioch

Alconium

Alystra

ADerbe
. These churches are located In theouthern

area of the Roman province of Galatia.
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GALATIA




Why Did Paul Write Galatians?

- Paul founded the Galatian churches on his first

missionary journey (Acts 1B4)

. Later Paul received news of people (who have come to
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accept a different gospel than he had taught them.

. The Judaizers were trying to impose the Law of Moses

on the Galatian Christianzg insisting, for example, that

they needed to be circumcised in order to be saved.

. Luke describes a similar group that went to Antioch:

ASome men came down from Judea to Antioch and were
teaching the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised,

according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot
be saved."(Act 15:NIV)



Map 13: PAUL'S MISSIONARY JOURNEYS

A . B . C . D . E . i . G . H
) GERMANIA -
Fi DACIA >
GALLIA ) o
‘7(
4’7
7"/,;__’ )‘/‘1 Black Sea
ITALY “ N MOESIA
J
Corsica S
Rome THRACE '0“1\!5
*. . _Forum of Appius Ph li
Three Taverns gD O N1A ilippi o4
JPuteoli CE Y Amphipolis Neapolis JEEPRTN 7
Sardinia GALATIA
Tyrrhenian
= CAPPADOCIA
"Y” m. "A'S s Pisidian /¢
L1 rdis, I | Antioch %,' COMMAGENE
Rhegium - I.YD!A < nium A -
lonian ‘ Corm,g A ens lq a oe,be o\,\c‘ E
Sicily Sea ACHM T\ )
Conchre Tarsus® ""’ %
Syracuse Sparta Ant-och Aleppo
NUMIDIA / =N S
Malta LN yra SYRIA
AFRICA f Salamis
Phoenix, Crete  f il
relasea 35
\—/:air Havens &<
idon\ £ 0 T
The Great Sea é(rlemais
Caesarea’t
lem
)0,
P S
o L
r ™
4 Ay
v, $',9
4 CYRENAICA o
- First Missionary Journey (A.D. 46-48) EGYPT
~——— Second Missionary Journey (A.D. 49-52)
«—— Third Missionary Journey (A.D. 53-57) 0 100 200 mi,
~—— Trip to Rome (A.D. 59-60) 0 100 200 300km Reo.

© 2000 Zondervan

A . B . C . D . E . F . G . H




Why Did Paul Write Galatians?
)1 T OAAO O 1T OAOOOOI
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credibility as an apostle.

. Therefore Paul found it necessary to write to

the Galatians in order to defend:
AHis credibility as an apostle
AThe gospel that he had taught them



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

LPaul, an apostlesent not from men nor by man, but
by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead-

2and all the brothers with me, To the churches in
Galatia:

S Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ,
4“who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the

present evil age, according to the will of our God and

Father,
°>to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
(Gall:15 NIV)



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

LPaul, an apostlesent not from men nor by man, but
by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him
from the deac

apostle= an authoritative messenger, Iin this case:

. Paul didnot receive this authority:
AFrom other men
AThrough other men (acting as gebetweens)
. But Paul received his apostolic authoritirectly

from:

AThe risen Lord, Jesus Christ (whom Paul had encountered
on the Damascus road)

AGod the Father who had raised Jesus



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

2and all the brothers with me, To the churches in
Galatia:

. all the brothers with mez would have probably

Included:

AThe church at Antioch Syria where | believe Paul wrote this
letter

AEspecially Barnabas (mentioned in 2:1,9,13)

. To the churches in Galatiawhich Paul and
Barnabas founded during his first missionary journey
(Acts 1314; compare 1 Cor. 16:1)



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

S Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ

4who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God ana
Father

. After giving his standard greetingdrace and peackg
Paul gives a short summary of the gospel which he
had preached to them when he was with them and

which they are now in danger of abandoning:
AJesus willingly paid the full price for our sins on the cross.
AJesus did this for a purpose: to deliver us from the euvil
_world system which we were a part of when we were lost.
AAll this occurred by the sovereign design of God the
Father.



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

°to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

" 0AOI 60 AOEAZL OAOOAOAI Al C
to break out in a doxology of praise to God.



Paul’s Greeting to the Galatians

. S0 we see that Paul begins his letter to the

Galatians with a greeting that affirms:
AHis direct authority from God as an apostle
AHis gospel which he had preached to them



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians

6| am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who
called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different
gospet-

“which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are
throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the
gospel of Christ.

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospe
other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally
condemned!

9 As we have already said, so now | say again: If anybody is
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let
him be eternally condemned!

10Am | now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am
| trying to please men? If | were still trying to please men, |
would not be a servant of Christ.

(Gall:610NIV)



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians
6) Al AOOI 1 EOEAAS
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words of thanksgiving or praise to God for his

readers life or faith:

Al thank (my) GodRom. 1:8; Phil 1:3; 2 Tim. 1:3)

Al (we) always thank Go@l Cor. 1:4; Col. 1:FHes 1:2)
AWe ought always to thank Go@ Thes 1:3)

APraise be to the God and Father of our Lord of our Lord
Jesus Chrig@ Cor. 1:3, Eph 1:3)

. Galatians is the only letter where Paul, on the heels
of his greeting, expresses stunned astonishment at
his readers.



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians

| am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the
one who called you by the grace of Christ and are
turning to a different gospei

. Paul mentions three things that cause his

astonishment:

Aso quicklyz by my reckoning, probably less than a year

AThey aremoving awayfrom God, who had produced in
them a (seemingly) genuine faith in undeserved sacrifice
of Christ on their behalf.

AThey are beginning to believe another gospelone that
Paul had not taught them.



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians
BRI AOA 8 OOOI1 ElzZC TOlEE
“which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people

are throwing you into confusiofESVz Qwho trouble
youo #nd are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.

. There Is only one true gospel: we are saved by
trusting in the work of Christ alone.

. By adding lawkeeping (circumcision) to the gospel,
those who were troubling the Galatians had
perverted the gospel, so that what they were
preaching was no longer the gospel!



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be
eternally condemned!

¥ As we have already said, so now | say again: If anybody |
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted,
let him be eternally condemned!

. The first thing we see about the gospel is that it Is the
content of the gospel message that matterg not the
messenget

. That which doeshot teach Christ is not apostolic even if

Peter and Paul be the teachers. On the other hand, that

which doesteach Christ is apostolic even if Judasnas

Pilate, or Herod should propound.i{fMartin Lutherz

Preface to the Epistle of Janes



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians

8 But even If we or an angel from heaven should preach a
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be
eternally condemned!

9 As we have already said, so now | say again: If anybody |
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted,
let him be eternally condemned!

o Y ~ 4 Vo vd N
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and go to heaven.
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alone, are trusting in a false gospel and they will spend
all of eternity In the Lake of Fire after they die.

. Even those, like the Judaizers in Galatia, who believe
they are saved by believing in Chriptus something else
(In their case circumcision), are trusting in a false gospel
and they will spend all of eternity in the Lake of Fire
after they die.



Paul’s Warning to the Galatians

9Am | now trying to win the approval of men, or of God?
Or am | trying to please men? If | were still trying to
please men, | would not be a servant of Christ.

' DBAOAIT Ol Uh EL | OAAO OI Ol
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preaches circumcision (Gal 5:11; cf. Acts 16:3), because
he knows they believe in it. But among the Gentiles, he
OAlI 1 O OEAI EOGO T EAU 110 ¢
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made a similar complaint against Paul in 2 Cor. 10:1.

. But If Paul were just a mapleaser, he surely would not
have been willing to pronounce eternal condemnation
In the previous verse on those who deny the gospel!

- Rather, as Paul says here, he could not be a servant of
Christ if he merely tried to please men rather than God.



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

] want you to know, brothers, that the gospel | preached is not
something that man made up.

2] did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, |
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

13For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how
Intensely | persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it.

14] was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and
was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

SBut when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his
grace, was pleased

1610 reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, | did not consult any man,

L’nor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before
was, but | went immediately into Arabia and later returned to
Damascus.



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

18Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get
acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days.

191 saw none of the other apostlesnly James, the Lord's
brother.

20] assure you before God that what | am writing you is no lie.

21 ater | went to Syria and Cilicia.

22| was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are In
Christ.

23They only heard the report: "The man who formerly
persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to
destroy."

24 And they praised God because of me.



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

21Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusalem, this time with
Barnabas. | took Titus along also.

2| went in response to a revelation and set before them the gospel
that | preach among the Gentiles. But | did this privately to those
who seemed to be leaders, for fear that | was running or had run my
race in vain.

SYet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be
circumcised, even though he was a Greek.

4 This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated our
ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make u:
slaves.

>\We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the
gospel might remain with you.



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

® As for those who seemed to be importamthatever they were
makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external
appearance-those men added nothing to my message.

“On the contrary, they saw that | had been entrusted with the task of
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the
Jews.

8 For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to
the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the
Gentiles.

9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles,
and they to the Jews.

L0All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor,
the very thing | was eager to do.



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

\When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face,
because he was clearly in the wrong.

12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of
those who belonged to the circumcision group.

13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

“\When | saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of
the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew,
yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How Is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

. Paul received the Gospel directlfrom God (1:1419
. Evidence that Paul didhot receive the Gospefrom

men - even the apostles at the church of Jerusalem

Al 1l AAEAOCAT U AEOADIAAOI 60 #1
AOAOI AEAT 60 Al T 001 O xEOE AT UITA
A Instead Paul began preaching the Gospel immediately
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A Paul only brlefly met two of the leaders at that time
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A Even then Paul setis gospel beforethem (not visa versa)
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(2:1119




Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)
. Paul received the Gospel directlfrom God (1:1419




Paul received the Gospel directly
from God (1:11-12)

] want you to know, brothers, that the gospel | preached is not
something that man made up.

2] did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, |
OAAAEOAA EO AU zBSVDAsusiCoOristi 1T AC

. This kind of direct revelation given to the apostles and
prophets (and now preserved for us in the words of
Scripture) makes them a part of the foundation that God has
laid for the New Testament church:

B A6 O AEOOAE EOY AOEINGCHEEES
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.
(Eph2:20N1V)



Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

. Evidence that Paul didhot receive the Gospefrom

men - even the apostles at the church of Jerusalem

Al Il AAEAOAT U AEOAOIA)AOI 6 O # 1
AOAOI AEAT 60 AiI 1001 O xEOE AT UITA
A Instead Paul began preaching the Gospel immediately

A

A
A
A
A
A
A



Immediately after Paul’s Conversion (1:13-17)

13For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how
Intensely | persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy
It.

4] was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own ag
and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

SBut when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by
his grace, was pleased

16to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, | did not consult any man,

Lnor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles
before | was, but | went immediately into Arabia and later
returned to Damascus.



Immediately after Paul’s Conversion (1:13-17)

3For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how
Intensely | persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it.

4] was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and
was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

SBut when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his
grace, was pleased

16to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, | did not consult any man,

tnor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before
was, but | went immediately into Arabia and later returned to
Damascus.

. 4EEO AEOO xEOE xEAO , OEA OAAIl O
conversion. Though Luke does not mention Arabia, he does

4 ~ Y 7 ’”~

A Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began t
preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of (Botl9:1920 NIV)
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4y GospPELS
Acts 8:1-3
9.:1-31

13527
13-14
15

16-18

JESUS IS BORN IN BETHLEHEM
SAUL IS BORN IN TARSUS

JESUS' MINISTRY

JESUS CRUCIFIED, BURIED, AND RAISED

SAUL;S CAREER AS A PERSECUTOR
SAUL..S.CONVERSION AND COMMISION

SAUL IN DAMASCUS AND ARABIA
SAUL'S FIRST VISIT TO JERUSALEM

5 BC
2 AD SAUL OF TARSUS
26 . PAUL THE APOSTLE
Q
DN 30 \
| 39

SN 35

SAUL IN TARSUS

SAUL IN ANTIOCH
FAMINE RELIEF VISIT TO JERUSALEM

FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY
JERUSALEM COUNCIL

/
=
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SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY

THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY

ARREST AT JERUSALEM
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Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

. Evidence that Paul didhot receive the Gospefrom

men - even the apostles at the church of Jerusalem

A
A
A

AOAOI 60 &EOOO 6EHBWEO Ol *AOOC
ASEAT 60 T AAOO O1 OElI OEOAA UAAO0OO
A Paul only briefly met two of the leaders at that time

A

A
A
A



Paul’s First Visit to Jerusalem (1:18-24)

18Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get
acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days.

19] saw none of the other apostlesnly James, the Lord's
brother.

20| assure you before God that what | am writing you is no lie.

- This visit is briefly described by Luke in Acts:

AWhen he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples,
but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really
was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to
OEA ADI(ACtO:2627TNYY)
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Paul’s First Visit to Jerusalem (1:18-24)

Il ater | went to Syria and Cilicia. k

22y xAO DPAOOIIT AITT U Ol ET I x| ¥
the churches of Judea that are in Christ.

23They only heard the report: "The man who formerly
persecuted us Is now preaching the faith he once tried to
destroy."

2¢ And they praised God because of me.

—

. Later | went to Syria and Cilicig This fits with what Luke

records in Acts 9:30 and 11:26b:

A When the brothers learned of this [a plot to kill Saul], they took him
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus [in CiliqlArt 9:30NIV)

A Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him,
he brought him to Antioch [in Syria[Act 11:226 NIV)

. 001 ETT x1 AU AEAAAS Qprobdb A AEC
Includes believers scattered from Jerusalem by persecution.
Paul is emphasizing his lack of contact with anyone in the
church at Jerusalem
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Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

. Evidence that Paul didhot receive the Gospefrom

men - even the apostles at the church of Jerusalem

A
A
A

A
A
A

AOAOI 60 3AATT A @FEIQEO Ol * AOC
ASEAT 60 1T AAOO OI OEl o UAAOO AZEO
A Even then Paul setisgospel beforethem (not visa versa)

A



Paul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem (2:1-10)

21Fourteen years later | went up again to Jerusalem, this time
with Barnabas. | took Titus along also.

2| went in response to a revelation and set before them the
gospel that | preach among the Gentiles. But | did this
privately to those who seemed to be leaders, for fear that |
was running or had run my race in vain.

3Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be
circumcised, even though he was a Greek.

4 This matter arose because some false brothers had infiltrated
our ranks to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus and t
make us slaves.

>We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of
the gospel might remain with you.



Paul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem (2:1-10)

6 As for those who seemed to be importamthatever they were
makes no difference to me; God does not judge by external
appearance-those men added nothing to my message.

“On the contrary, they saw that | had been entrusted with the task of
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the
Jews.

8 For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to
the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the
Gentiles.

9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the
grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles,
and they to the Jews.

L0All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor,
the very thing | was eager to do.



ul’s

15i527°

15-14
15

JESUS CRUCIFIED, BURIED, AND RATSED
SAUL'S CAREER AS A PERSECUTOR

SAUL'S CONVERSION AND COMMISION: 32
SAUL IN DAMASCUS AND ARABIA
SAUL’'S FIRST VISIT TO JERUSALEM 35
CFourteen
SAUL IN TARSUS years
latero
Ly
SAUL IN ANTIOCH |
FAMINE RELIEF VISIT TO JERUSALEM 39
FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY L ngg GALATIONS ?

JERUSALEM COUNCIL -




Paul Received the Gospel Directly
from God - Not from Men (1:11-2:14)

. Evidence that Paul didhot receive the Gospefrom

men - even the apostles at the church of Jerusalem
A

> >

ADOAOI 60 0OAI EA 2AAO0EA 0AOAO
(2:11149



Paul’s Public Rebuke Peter When the Gospel
was at Stake (2:11-14)

\When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face,
because he was clearly in the wrong.

12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of
those who belonged to the circumcision group.

13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

“\When | saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of
the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew,
yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How Is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?



Lessons to Be Learned in Paul’s
Confrontation of Peter

. We must never tolerate anything in our church that
compromises the gospel.
AGalatians 1:9As we have already said, so now | say again:

If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

. We can deny the gospel by our actions as well as by our
words

. No one Is Immune to siig not even those you greatly
respect.

. No one Is iImmune to sig hot even those you might
AGBDAAO O OEITT x AAOOAOS8OG
. We must be diligent to guard against sin in our own
lives.

. We must be diligent to guard against sin in the church.



Lessons to Be Learned in Paul’s
Confrontation of Peter

. No one is above reproof or correction.

. No one Is above questioning even those with great

spiritual wisdom and authority.

AActs 17:1-INow theBereanavere of more noble character
than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to
see If what Paul said was true.

. Those In positions of teaching, influence, or authority

must be especially careful.

AJames 3:1Not many of you should presume to be teachers,
my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be

_Judged more strictly.

AMatthew 18:6-But if anyone causes one of these little ones
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a
large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in
the depths of the sea.



How does the reliability of Paul’s Gospel
apply to us today?

1 Corinthians 15Now, brothers, | want to remind you of the gospel |
preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your
stand.

2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.

3 For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures,

®and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.

6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.

“Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,

8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

9For | am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.



How does the reliability of Paul’s Gospel
apply to us today?

- |f Paul i1s wrong about the Gospel:
Alf only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be
pitied more than all men(1Caol5:1NIV)

. But because Paul is right about the Gospel, we can

say along with Paul:

A"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
OOE|l Ced6 4EA OOEIT C | £ AAAGES
law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand
firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor In
the Lord is not in vain(1Col5:55%8)



Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

. Paul Gives a Short, Authoritative Greeting:(5)

. Paul Gives a Strong Warning.:¢10

. Paul Proves That He Recelved the Gospel Directly

from Godz Not from Men (1:1-2:19

. Paul Defends His Laswree Gospel Using Several

Arguments (2:155:13

AOAOI ADPBPAAI O O xEAO OEI OA
already know @:132))




Paul’s Public Rebuke Peter When the
Gospel was at Stake (2:11-14)

\When Peter came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face,
because he was clearly in the wrong.

12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of
those who belonged to the circumcision group.

13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

4\When | saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of
the gospel, | said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew,
yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How Is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?



Paul appeals to what those who are
‘“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

15"\We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners'

16know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by
faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by

observing the law, because by observing the law no one will bt
justified.



Paul appeals to what those who are
‘“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

L7f, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident
that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ
promotes sin? Absolutely not!

18|f | rebuild what | destroyed, | prove that | am a lawbreaker.

9For through the law | died to the law so that | might live for
God.

20| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live by faith In
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

21| do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could
B CAETI AA OEOT OCE OEA A



Paul appeals to what those who are
““Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

57 A xEI AOA *AxO AU AEOOE

. 07A xEI AOA zBdlievers sticd asPaul) C
Peter, and Barnabas who were born as Jews would
have had the opportunity from birth to keep the law
(were It possible)

.01 1T O O' Al Qla Old T Testdmerit tinesite o
Jews viewed the Gentiles as sinners (which they
were), living outside the law.



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

16[Jews by birth] know that a man is not justified by

observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too
nave put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified
py faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because
oy observing the law no one will be justified.

= Loy ~ v Vo v

7 7 Pal N —

and dependence on the finished work of Christ alone In
order to have right standing with God

B | AOCAOOET ¢ OEA | APauliiimmm
guotes a paraphrase of Psalm 143:2



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

L7 while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes
evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that meal
that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!

OOOOOEI C EI #EOEOOGO x1IC
BOEO AAAT T AO AOEAAT O OFlEE
because we have given up on trying to keep the law
In order to be saved

"OAl AO OEAO | AAT OEA® #EEC
OEAOI OEAAIT NOA O ORsblted nd®dA C



Paul appeals to what those who are
““Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

181f | rebuild what | destroyed, | prove that | am a

lawbreaker.
. 0AOI EO OAEAOOEIT ¢ EAOA C

OAAOOOT UET Co OEA , Axd

A&T O 0AOI O OOAAOEI Ao OEA , Ax
teaching that everyone (including Gentiles) is still under the Law.

AOAOI EAA OAAOOOI UAA6 OEA |, Ax
longer under itz for salvation or even its particular requirements
such as the food laws or circumcision.

A If Paul were now to go back and teach that we are under the

Law after all, it would prove that he really had been a
lawbreaker when he had stopped keeping the Law!



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

P For through the law | died to the law so that | might
live for God.
" 7TEAO0 AT AO EO | AADE Al OAR &
A&T O 0AOI h O0O1T AEA Ol o OIIlAC
have any relationship to it, it has no further claim or
control over him



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

BFor through the law | died to the law so that | might live
for God.

(I'x EO EO OEAO 0 AqMughtteA EAA ¢
, Axdoe #1 1 DPAOA OEEO xEOE xE
later:

A Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curs:
IO OOh £ O EO EO x OEOOAIEEE.
EOI C 1 1 (Ga3:1aND/A A o6 8

A"U AAETI ¢ AOOAEZEAA 11 100 AAE
requirement that we be cursed for our sin .

A Soitisthroughi AAOET ¢ OEA |, Ax60 OANOE
freed from any further obligation to the Law.




Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

PYFor through the law | died to the law so that | might
live for God.

. Just as we died with Christ, so we are made alive
with Christz ZOAA O OI EOA A&l O
encumbrance:

A The death [Christ] died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to
sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign
In your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer
the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but
rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought

from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as
Instruments of righteousnesgRom 6:1013NIV)



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

20a| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer
live, but Christ lives in me.

. Christ was representing us when he was crucified
and therefore God views us as having been crucified
with Christ.



Paul appeals to what those who are
““Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

20a| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives [with reference tah me.

. There are many passages (for example John1i) that
teach that Christ lives in us through his Spirit.

. 4EA ' OAAE OOAT Ol AOAA OEI
OAZEZAOAT AA O 1T A6 1T O OAAAAC(

. For example in Gal 1:24 where the same Greek phrase Is
used, it Is translated:
AO! T A OEAU I&dsEdlABo ' T A
ANotd O! T A OEAUI BOAEOAA ' I

.31 EAOAh O#EOEOO | EOAC
| U Il EAZAA AO DPAOEAAO A
my life.




Paul appeals to what those who are
““Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

20bThe life | live in the body, | live by faith in the Son o
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

.11 OET OCE 0AOI DPOAOEI OOI L
(in one sense), he obviously stilloeslive!
'O00 OEA T EZLZA xA 1 EOA 1 0OC
out (by faith) of what Christ has done for us.

. We clearly see here also that Paul was motivated by
the love that Christ had for him as demonstrated In
the sacrifice that Christ made fohim!



Paul appeals to what those who are
““Jews by birth” already know (2:15-21)

21| do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness
B0l A AA CAEIT AA OEOI OCEEES

. Paul seems to be answering an objection made by the
Judaizers that by rejecting obedience to the Law as the
means by which men get in right standing with God,
0AOI xAO ECITOEITC 10 OOAC(
God had given to the nation of Israel.

. 0AOI 60 OAOPITOA EO OEAO E/
of Godz to the contrary: If it were possible to obtain
right standing with God apart from grace (though law
keeping), then there would have been no need for
Christ to die!



Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

. Paul Gives a Short, Authoritative Greeting:(5)

. Paul Gives a Strong Warning.:¢10

. Paul Proves That He Received the Gospel Directly

from Godz Not from Men (1:1-2:19

. Paul Defends His Laswree Gospel Using Several

Arguments (2:155:13

AOAOI ADPBPAAI O O xEAO OEI OA
already know @:132))

AOAOI ADPDPAAI O OI OEA ' Al AOEA
Gospel 8:15)




Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know 2:15-21

15"\We who are Jews by birtflike Peter, Paul and Barnabas]
Al A 11 0O ' fabthey aréviewdsd byi the Jews,
because the Gentiles do not keep the Law]

18know that a man is not justifiedor put in right standing with
God] by observing the law, but by faitf+ a wholehearted, life
changing, personal trust and dependencei [the finished
work of] Jesus Chridon our behalf]. So we, too, have put our
faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ
and not by observing the lavyand we who are Jews by birth
know this is necessarypecausdqour own scriptures teach In
Psalm 143:2, for example thally observing the law no one
will be justified.



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know 2:15-21

171f while we seek to be justified in ChristAU OOOOOEI| C
work on our behalf], it becomes evident that we ourselves are
sinners[because we have given up on trying to keep the law In
order to be saved and have turned to Christ instead]oes that
mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely fotyour conclusion
does not follow from your premises]

18]f | rebuild what | destroyedthat is, if | go back to teaching that
we need to keep the Law] | prove that | am a lawbreakefoecause
| will be admitting that we should have all been keeping the Law all
along].

BFor through[Christ meeting the requirements offhe law | died to

the law[that is, | am released from its legal claim over mej that |
might [be free to] live for God.

E



Paul appeals to what those who are
“Jews by birth” already know 2:15-21

201 have been crucified with Chrigthat is, Christ was crucified
on my behalfland | no longer livdas God sees it]but Christ
lives[on behalf of] ir me. The life | live in the body, | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me

211By looking to Christ for salvation] do not set aside the grace
of Godas expressed in the Law given to Israelifor if
righteousness could be gained througimy keeping]the law,
Christ died for nothing OEAO EOh #EOEOO®G6 O
been unnecessary, if men could have been saved by keeping
the Law themselvesp 6



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your
very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.

2| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive
the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you
heard?

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you
now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

4 Have you suffered so much for nothinai it really was for
nothing?

®Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you
because you observe the law, or because you believe what yo
heard?



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

LYou foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your
very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.

. 0AOI 60 OOOAO AEOI AU z®GdwicbuldU A
they be so illogical, so foolish as to turn away from the
liberating Gospel that Paul had so clearly and vividly
presented to themz a Gospel whose central tenet is that
Jesus was crucified on our behalf in order to set us free from
OEA , Ax60 Ai 1T AAITAOEIT e

. Their behavior is so bizarre that it almost seems like
someone has hypnotized them!



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

2| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?

. This Is a rhetorical question: obviously they received the

Spirit by believing what they heard, that is, the gospel.

. The receiving of the Spirit marked the beginning of their
salvation because every believer in this age receives the
Spirit at the point of salvation (compare 1 Corinthians
12:13, Eph 1:13).

)1 1T OAAO £ O 0AOI 60 AOCOI £
have to have been clear evidence that the Galatians had
received the Spirit at the time they believed the Gospel.




Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

2| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?

. Often in the early church, the giving of the Spirit was
evidenced by miraculous signs such as the ability of
believers to immediately begin speaking in an unlearned
I ATl COACA § OAEAOOAA O AO
A While Peter was still speaking these wordise Holy Spirit came

on all who heard the messagé&he circumcised believers who had
come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on the Gentilest they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising Gotlhen Peter said, "Can

anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They
EAOA OAAAEOAA OEA ( l(Actlo:434B I E O




Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

2| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive
the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you
heard?

. Apparently some among the Galatians were able to
work miracles by the power of the Spirit because Paul

mentions this a few verses later:

Afr ' 1| AY OObbPi EAO OEA 3PEOEO Ol
(Gal3:5RSV)

. But remember, even in the early churcimot every

Christian was given the ability to perform miracles:

A Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now |
will show you the most excellent waflCol2:2931NIV)



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

2| would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing
what you heard?

- Later In the Galatian letter, Paul lists other evidences
of the Spirit that should be present in the life of

everygenuine Christian:

ABut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,

Kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness anecealfol.
(Gal5:2223N1V)



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the
Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by
RO Al ALAI OO f | EOACHEE

" 4EA x1 OA OWhI eOdroA ORAIA  ©E /

OEA ' OAAE x1 OA & O OEAlI

. There Is probably a play on words here, since
their human efforts involved a cutting away of

~ L d N\ ~ ~ Ve

O&I AOEo OEOI OCE AEOAOI
4 EA ' OAAE xI ©Atai0y vk hoad A
EI OEA .)6 EO AcompI@eA O
accomplish; finish,oredd j " AOAI AU
Greek English Dictionary)



Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit,
are you now trying to attain your goal by human
BVE/Fl OO fr I EOAOAIT I Uh OGS

(AOET C AOOAAI EOEAA OEAO

with Godbeganwhen they received the Spirit

(through faith), the foolishness of trying to

completethat relationship though human efforts (to

keep the law) becomes obvious.

. As Paul explains to the Philippians (using very similar

Greek words):.

A And | am sure of this, that he wHzegana good work in you
will bring it to completionat the day of Jesus Christ.
(Phil.6ESV)




Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)
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RSV] so much for nothingf it really was for

nothing?
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which case it would be a reference the experiences
that accompanied their receiving the Spirit.

- Paul here reminds them of what Is at staketheir
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Paul Appeals to the Galatians’ Personal
Experience of the Gospel (3:1-5)

> Does God give you his Spirit and work
miracles among you because you observe the
law, or because you believe what you heard?

. This Is basically the same question Paul askeo
them In verse two, but here he explicitly
mentions the miraculous acts produced by the
Spirit.

. Most likely the reason that Paul here emphasizes
these dramatic, miraculous evidences of the
Spirit iIs because they are easily observable and
therefore anyone who tries to argue with Paul
will have a hard time refuting this point.




Two Questions That We Should Be
Asking Ourselves

. 7TEAO EO OEA AOEAAT AA olr&E
lives?
. On what basis didve receive the Spirit?



What is the evidence of the Holy
Spirit’s work in our lives?

Should we even be asking this question?

A As we have already seen, Paul, while expressing confidence that the
Galatians have received a genuine saving work of the Spirit in their
lives (3:3,5; 5:10), expresses concern that this may not prove out in the
end (1:69; 3:4).

A Though the Galatians have performed miracles, Jesus warns that there
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prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and
perform many miracle® j 7:220) 6 q Al A UAO EA x
never knew you. Away from me, you evildoeérs! j 7:Z8KIV)

A For this reason Paul warns the professing Corinthian believers:
CExamine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in youmless, of course, you fail
the test® | T3#NIV)
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| EOAO Omdkd your calling &bl elebtion suréor if you do these
things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chirist j T31IAIV)




What is the evidence of the Holy
Spirit’s work in our lives?

. What are some of the evidences given in Scripture
that the Spirit Is at work in us and that we are

genuinely saved?

AAs we have seen in the Galatian letter, the first evidence is
faith: a wholehearted, lifechanging, personal trust and
dependence on the finished work of Christ alone in order
to have right standing with God.

APaul later in the Galatian letter lists the fruit of the Spirit
as: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and selfontrol. (Gal5:2223)



What is the evidence of the Holy
Spirit’s work in our lives?

. What are some of the evidences given in Scripture
that the Spirit Is at work in us and that we are

genuinely saved?

A Jesus lists characteristics of those who are a part of his kingdom
In the Sermon on the Mount: poor in spirit, mourn (over sin),
meek, hunger and thirst for righteousness, merciful, pure in
heart, peacemakers, etc. (Mat 5:1ff)
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goodness, knowledge, sefontrol, perseverance, godliness,
brotherly kindness, and love (2P&:57 NIV)

A The Apostle John throughout 1 John lists the qualities that we
OEIT Ol A 111 E s&iha yod majkndvGhatlyds GaleO
eternal lifed  j &18)1 Believing the truth about Jesus, living
holy lives, loving your fellow believers by meeting their needs.
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Two Questions That We Should Be
Asking Ourselves

. 7TEAO EO OEA AOEAAT AA olr&E
lives?
. On what basis didve receive the Spirit?



On What Basis Did We Receive the
Spirit?

. He saved us, not because of righteous things we haad
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
(Tit 3:5NIV)

. For it Is by grace you have been saved, through faith
-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of Ged
not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are
God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us tc
do.(Eph2:810NIV)






Save from wrath and make me
pure.
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