
ה ֵּ֛ יםהִנ  יםיָמִִ֥ יְְבָאִִ֖ הנְאֻם־ יהוָָ֑ וְכָרַתִִּ֗

ית ֵּ֧ לאֶת־ב  ֵּ֛ שְרָא  ְִ֥יִ היתוְאֶת־ב  ְיְהוּדִָ֖ יתבְרִִ֥

ה׃ אחֲדָשָָֽׁ יתל ֹ֣ רכַבְרִִּ֗ תִיְַ֙כְָאֲשֶֶׁ֤ רַַ֙

ם ְאֶת־אֲבוֹתָָ֔ יבְיוֹםַ֙ םהֶחֱזִי קִֹ֣ םלְהוֹצִיאְִָ֖בְיָדָָ֔

רֶץ אִֶ֖ יִםמ  ְמִצְרָָ֑ רוּמָהאֲשֶר־ה   ֹ֣ פ  ה 

י יאֶת־בְרִיתִִּ֗ כִֵּ֛ לְְוְאָנ  םתִיבָעִַ֥ יְהוְָָֽׁבִָ֖ ה׃נְאֻם־

י אתכִֹ֣ יתז ֹ֣ רהַבְרִִ֡ יתכְר ת ְאְֶאֲשֶֹ֣ אֶת־ב ַ֙

ל שְרָא   ייִ ַ֙ יםאַחֲר  ְהַיָמִֶׁ֤ םַ֙ ההָה  יְהוָָ֔ נְאֻם־

תִי וֹרָתִיְַ֙נָתֶַׁ֤ םבְקִרְְאֶת־תָֽׁ םבָָ֔ לִבִָ֖ וְעַל־

נָה יתִיאֶכְתֲבֶָ֑ ְלָהְֶוְהָיִֶׁ֤ יםםַ֙ אלֹהִָ֔ ָֽׁ מְָל  ִ֖ הוְה 

י לִִ֥ הְיוּ־ ם׃יִָֽׁ אלְעָָֽׁ וּוְל ֵּ֧ וֹדיְלַמְדֹ֣ שאְִֹ֣עִּ֗ י

הוּ ע   שאֶת־ר  י ראֶת־אָחִיוְַ֙וְאִֶׁ֤ אמ ָ֔ וּל  דְעִ֖

ה יְהוָָ֑ י־כוּלָםְ אֶת־ דְעְַ֙כִָֽׁ יוּי  םלְמִקְטַנְֶָׁ֤אוֹתִ 

ְ הוְעַד־גְדוֹלָםַ֙ יְהוָָ֔ ְיכְִֶׁ֤נְאֻם־ עֲוֹנְָָ֔אֶסְלַחַ֙ םלַָֽׁ

ם אוּלְחַטָאתִָ֖ וֹל ִ֥ עָֽׁ סד׃אֶזְכָר־
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Outline of Hebrews

I. We Have a Definitive and Final 
Revelation in the Son (1:1-4)

II. Don’t Abandon the Son Since He is 
Greater Than the Angels (1:5-2:18)

III. Don’t Harden Your Hearts Since You 
Have a Son and High Priest Greater 
Than Moses and Joshua (3:1-4:13)

A. The Faithful Son is Greater than the Servant 
Moses (3:1-6)

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 17-20 



The Faithful Son is Greater than the  
Servant Moses (3:1-6)

1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly 
calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of 
our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who 
appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all 
God's house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of 
more glory than Moses--as much more glory as the 
builder of a house has more honor than the house 
itself. 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful 
in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things 
that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful 
over God's house as a son. And we are his house if 
indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting 
in our hope.



The Faithful Son is Greater than 
the  Servant Moses (3:1-6)

• If we were to summarize the overall message of 
the book of Hebrews in a single phrase, it would be 
this: Jesus is better. 

• Already the author of Hebrews has shown in 
chapters 1 and 2 that Jesus is immeasurably better 
than the angels. 

• But chapters 1 and 2 have also introduced us to the 
dimension of time in redemptive history.

• In the opening verses we are told that Jesus’ 
revelation in these last days (there’s the time 
element) is superior to the revelation given “long 
ago… to our fathers by the prophets” 

DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
• And it’s this time element that sets up the warning 

in Heb 2:1–4 where he in essence says:
• If they faced terrible judgment when disobeying the 

Law of Moses (given by angels), how much worse will 
our judgment be if we neglect a much superior
revelation? 

• In short, not only is Jesus essentially superior to 
angels across all time, but the salvation, revelation, 
and covenant that Jesus brings “in these last days”
is superior to what was brought in Moses’ time. 

• Which means that sooner or later, in order to spell 
this out in more detail, the author of Hebrews will 
need to introduce Moses and (eventually) his 
covenant. 

• And that’s we see going on in chapter 3.
DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a 

heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest of our confession… 

• Once again, the author makes a very smooth 
transition. 

• This is the first time that the author addresses his 
readers in the second person (“you”). Up to now it 
has always been “we”; now he addresses them 
directly.1

• “Therefore” links this section to the previous one, 
which emphasized that those who are sanctified 
and who are the offspring of Abraham are Jesus’ 
“holy brothers” since they have been cleansed of 
their sin through Jesus’ propitiatory sacrifice. 2

1 DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)
2 Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a 

heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest of our confession… 

• The author goes on to say that they share in the 
“heavenly calling.” 

• In Heb 2:5, we were told that “it was not to angels 
that God has subjected the [heavenly] world to 
come”.

• And when we get there, Heb 12:22 will tell us that 
we “have come to Mount Zion and to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” 

• So from this we see that as believers we already
share in the heavenly world with Jesus who has 
gone on ahead of us.

DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly 

calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 
confession… 

• He then gives a very natural exhortation, considering the 
importance of Jesus in chapters 1 and 2 – “Consider 
Jesus” you holy brothers who share in the heavenly 
calling “the apostle and high priest.” 

• This verse is the only place in the New Testament where 
Jesus is called an “apostle.” In what sense is Jesus an 
“apostle”?

• Apostle is not a technical term that always has exactly 
the same force in the New Testament. Sometimes it 
simply means a representative. Sometimes it means one 
of the Twelve.

• In general, the word means “one who is sent on a 
mission with full authority” (Friberg)

DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a 
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle 
and high priest of our confession… 

• Jesus is an “apostle”, in the sense that he is an 
emissary sent by God to fulfill God’s covenant 
promises. He is the one sent by God to 
accomplish salvation, and to enable humanity 
to have access to God.

• This idea fits with the Gospel of John, in which 
Jesus regularly says he was “sent” by the Father 
into the world (John 3:34; 4:34; 5:23, 24, 30, 
36-38; 6:29, etc.)

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a 
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle 
and high priest of our confession… 

• The sending of Jesus echoes the thought that 
he served as a pioneer (2:12).

• The Lord sent Moses to deliver his people from 
Egypt (Ex 3:10); Jesus as God’s final and 
definitive messenger (1:1-2), is the great 
deliverer of all the Lord’s people.

• Jesus also undertakes a commission as “high 
priest”, as the one who took on human nature 
and offered himself as a sacrifice for the 
cleansing of sins.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly 

calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 
confession… 
• When the author says that Jesus is the “apostle and high 

priest” of the believer’s “confession”, the word 
“confession” refers to the truth embraced by the readers 
(4:14; 10:23).

• This teaching, accepted by the readers, focuses on Jesus 
as the one sent by God (“apostle”), as God’s “high 
priest”.

• The “confession” is not an abstract  list of doctrines – it 
focuses on Jesus himself and his work on the cross for 
the reader’s salvation.

• If the readers were to limit themselves to the revelation 
mediated through Moses, they would be guilty of 
forgetting Jesus and would repudiate his sacrificial work 
on their behalf, and, as a result, they would be turning 
against the one whom God sent as “high priest.”

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Greater than Moses (3:1-6)
1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a 
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle 
and high priest of our confession… 

• Now that all the attention is focused squarely 
on Jesus, the author brings Moses alongside for 
a sort of comparative evaluation. 

• This evaluation is broken into two parts: 
• A comparison in Heb 3:2

• A contrast in Heb 3:3–6.

DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Compared to Moses (3:2)
2 [Jesus] was faithful to him who appointed him, just as 

Moses also was faithful in all God's house. 
• In comparing Jesus to Moses, many points of 

comparison could have been listed: 
• Their Meekness: 

• Num 12:3 we’re told “the man Moses was very meek, more than 
all people who were on the face of the earth.” 

• Mat 11:29, Jesus says, “I am meek and lowly in heart” (KJV)
• Their Prophetic Roles: 

• Deuteronomy 34:10 tells us: ”And there has not arisen a prophet
since in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face.” 

• John 6:14 says of Jesus: ”When the people saw the sign that he had 
done, they said, ‘This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the 
world!’”.

• Their Roles as Mediators:
• Deuteronomy 5:5 Moses says to the Israelites – “I stood between 

the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the 
LORD.”

• 1 Timothy 2:5 – “For there is one God, and there is one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”

DA Carson – Jesus is Better – Six Studies in Hebrews (2002)



The Son is Compared to Moses (3:2)
2 [Jesus] was faithful to him who appointed him, 
just as Moses also was faithful in all God's 
house. 

• But Hebrews here focuses on only one point of 
comparison between Jesus and Moses … just 
one. Namely, their respective faithfulness. 

• The author tells the readers they should 
consider Jesus as their apostle and high priest 
because Jesus was “faithful” to the one who 
appointed him as an apostle and high priest, 
just as Moses was faithful.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Compared to Moses (3:2)
2 [Jesus] was faithful to him who appointed him, 

just as Moses also was faithful in all God's house. 

• The readers were attracted to Moses and to the 
revelation entrusted to him and were in danger of 
exalting Moses over Jesus.

• Hebrews does not denigrate Moses, nor does it 
deny that God revealed himself to Moses (cf. 1:1).

• Indeed, Moses was faithful in God’s “house” as 
well. “House” in this context refers to the people of 
God, or  perhaps we could say, God’s “household”.

• As a member of God’s people Moses was faithful 
and, in that sense, he anticipated the greater 
ministry of Jesus.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory 

than Moses--as much more glory as the builder of 
a house has more honor than the house itself. 
• But Moses and Jesus are not on the same level. 

They were both faithful to their calling, but Jesus 
was worthy of more glory than Moses. Why is this 
so?

• The author uses an illustration from everyday life:
• When a house is built, honor goes to the one who built

the house.
• No one thinks the house deserves more honor than the 

one who built it.

• The application of the illustration is evident given 
verse 2 – Jesus, the “builder” of the house, 
warrants more honor than Moses as a member of 
the house.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
4 (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of 

all things is God). 

• The author takes his building analogy to the next level in 
order to make a point about God as the ultimate builder.

• Every building that exists has been prepared and built by 
someone – for every effect there is a cause.

• Ultimately, however, everything that exists has been 
built by God himself. He the sovereign Creator and the 
ultimate cause for everything in the universe.

• Hence, God receives the honor and glory for all that 
exists and for all that has been created.

• So, putting this together with the previous verse, Christ is 
to be honored above Moses because he is the sovereign 
Creator and “builder” of the everything. 

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to 

testify to the things that were to be spoken later. 
• Verses 5-6 continues the contrast between Moses and Christ.
• Moses was a faithful servant in the house, functioning as a 

prelude and anticipation of Christ as the faithful Son.
• The OT background here is illuminating. Hebrews alludes to 

Numbers 12:7 where the Lord commends Moses as his 
faithful servant:
• Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house.

• The context of Numbers 12:7 is important. Miriam and Aaron 
had criticized Moses because he married a Cushite woman. 
They were apparently jealous, claiming God did not speak 
through Moses alone.

• The Lord appeared to them, indicating that he spoke to 
prophets in visions and dreams, but Moses was distinctive as 
the faithful servant of God. God spoke to him directly
(“mouth to mouth”).

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, 

to testify to the things that were to be spoken later. 

• Indeed, Moses saw “the form of the Lord” (Num 12:8).

• It is imperative to see that when the author speaks of 
Moses as God’s “servant,” he is using an exalted title.

• The context of Numbers 12 shows Moses superiority and 
greatness in comparison to others. Moses stands out as 
the greatest prophet and perhaps the greatest leader in 
the OT.

• Hebrews does not argue for the superiority of the new 
covenant by denigrating Moses as the mediator of the 
old covenant. 

• On the contrary he is praised as God’s servant. 

• Despite Moses’ greatness, he looked forward to 
something even better!

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a 

servant, to testify to the things that were to be 
spoken later. 

• Moses was God’s servant as a witness “to the 
things that were to be spoken later.”

• This text likely alludes to Deut 18:15:
• The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like 

me [Moses] from among you, from your brothers--it is 
to him you shall listen—

• Moses himself anticipated a future and better 
word from God. 

• Moses is not the final revelation, but a pointer 
along the way to something better.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
6a but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. 
• Moses was God’s faithful servant, but he looked 

forward to when God would speak a better and 
final word through his Son.

• Jesus is not just a faithful servant in the house. He 
is a faithful Son over God’s house. He is:
• The Creator and Preserver of the universe
• The sovereign ruler over the people of God
• The Davidic Messiah who reigns at God’s right hand

• As a human being he always did the will of his 
Father, faithfully obeying and submitting to him.

• Therefore the readers should not turn back to 
Moses, the faithful servant, for Moses himself 
looked forward to the arrival of the faithful Son, 
and therefore the readers should remain loyal to 
the Son.

Schreiner, Thomas R. – Evangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 112-119



The Son is Contrasted with Moses (3:3-6)
6b And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our 

confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
• The author now shifts from the examples of Moses, and 

especially Jesus, to confronting the listeners with the 
question of their own faithfulness or lack thereof. 

• We are part of the Son’s house (i.e., the new covenant 
people of God) “if indeed we hold fast our confidence 
and our boasting in our hope.” 

• The word rendered “hold fast” is used to speak of 
keeping a tight grip on the Christian faith, keeping it from 
slipping away.

• Confidence” connotes public boldness and confidence, 
the opposite of shrinking from an open stand with the 
community of faith. 

• Believers boast of the “hope” found in our new covenant 
relationship with Christ, through which our sins are 
forgiven and we draw near to God.

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 128
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*Class Discussion Time
• Moses is held up in our passage as a “faithful servant.” And yet 

we know from our reading of Moses, he had many 
shortcomings. In fact, at the end of his life he was not even 
allowed to go into the promised land. In Deut 32:51-52 God 
gives the reason that Moses was not permitted to enter the 
Promised Land: “because you broke faith with me in the midst 
of the people of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the 
wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me as holy in 
the midst of the people of Israel. ” 

• Does the fact that Moses had many shortcomings and yet is 
classified by the writer of Hebrews as a “faithful servant” give 
you hope that, in spite of your shortcomings, on the last day 
God may still say to you, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant”?

Guthrie, George H. – The NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 118



*Class Discussion Time
• During the OT period, the Jews were charged with listening to 

Moses as the one through whom the first five books of the Law 
were given. But our passage today shows us that Moses 
pointed forward to a day when a greater prophet would arise 
(i.e., Jesus) and when that happened, God’s people should 
listen to him instead.

• Modern theologians who hold to Covenant Theology 
(Presbyterians and Reformed Baptists) put a great deal of 
emphasis on the Ten Commandments, which were given 
through Moses. In fact, most of them will go so far as to say 
that the “law written on the heart” in the promised New 
Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31ff) is the Ten Commandments! In 
light of what Moses believed about himself, what do you think 
Moses would say to these modern theologians? What would 
do you think the author of Hebrews say?


