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Outline of Hebrews
ȰJesus is Betterȱ

I. Jesus Is Better Than the OT Prophets (1:1-4)

II. Jesus Is Better Than the Angels (1:5-2:18)

III. Jesus Is Better Than Moses (3:1-4:13)

IV.JesusΩ Priesthood Is Better Than the 
Levitical Priesthood (4:14-10:18)



*ÅÓÕÓȭ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ )Ó "ÅÔÔÅÒ 4ÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ 
Levitical Priesthood (4:14-10:18)

ÅIn the same way in which the author developed the 
άǊŜǎǘέtheme, the author now aims to show that the 
Old Testament Scriptures themselves upgrade, and 
at the same time, announce the obsolescenceof the 
very priesthood that most Jews thought was the 
most important aspect of their Jewish faith. 
ÅTo most of the original readers of this letter, when 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
instantly of the Leviticalhigh priest.
ÅSo what the author intends to do now is to relativize 

that understanding and to show that their very own 
Old Testament Scriptures, announce the principled 
obsolescence of that priesthood with some huge 
implications.

DA Carson ςJesus is Better ςSix Studies in Hebrews (2002)



Outline of Hebrews
IV.WŜǎǳǎΩ tǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ Lǎ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ¢Ƙŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

Levitical Priesthood (4:14-10:18)
A. Jesus Is a Compassionate But Sinless High Priest 

(4:14ς16)

B. Jesus Was Appointed By God to Be Our High Priest 
(5:1-10)

C. Warning and Assurance (5:11-6:20)

D. Jesus Is a Priest After the Order of Melchizedek 
(7:1-28)

E. The New Covenant Is Better than the Old (8:1-13)

F. We Have a Better Sacrifice Under the New 
Covenant (9:1-10:18)



Jesus is a Compassionate But 
Sinless High Priest (4:14ɀ16)

14Since then we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 
in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.



14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our confession. 

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άhigh priestέ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
been introduced a couple of times in the book of 
Hebrews. 
Å¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άhigh priestέ 

explicitly is in Heb 2:17, where we were told that 
ά[Jesus] had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priestΧέ
ÅNow, after having warned his readers in the 

previous two verses (Heb 4:12ς13) that God stands 
ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
to be played with, the author reintroduces this 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άhigh priestέ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ 
encouragementto his readers. 

DA Carson ςJesus is Better ςSix Studies in Hebrews (2002)



14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens , Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession. 

ÅIŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ άÇÒÅÁÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÐÒÉÅÓÔȣ ÈÁÓ 
passed through the heavensΧέ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
heavenlyǘƘŜƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
over in the letter.

ÅCǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ƻǳǊ άgreat high priestέ ōŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ 
άSon of God έ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
incarnation and exaltation of the Son were on 
display.

Å¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ άgreat 
high priestέ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ encouragedǘƻ άhold fast 
our confessionΦέ

DA Carson ςJesus is Better ςSix Studies in Hebrews (2002)



15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses , but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

ÅJesus is not onlya majestichigh priest who has 
passed through the heavens and sits at the right 
hand of God. He is alsoa tenderhigh priest who is 
able to άsympathize with our weaknessesέ.
ÅHe is not a distant and aloof high priest, but is 

himself intimately acquaintedwith the human 
condition.
ÅIndeed, during his earthly ministry, he experienced 

the full rangeof human temptation. 
ÅThe delight and joys offered by sin were no stranger 

to Jesus. He was cognizant of and experienced the 
attractiveness of sin, realizing that it brought 
pleasure (cf. Heb 11:24-25).

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 153-154 



15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin . 

ÅJesus understands every temptation we face, 
since he experienced something similar. And yet 
he neverǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ

ÅWhat we need is not a fellow loser, but a 
winner; not one who shares our defeat but one 
who is able to lead us to victory; not a sinner, 
but a savior.

ÅIt is evident from this text that sin is not intrinsic 
and inherent to human nature. Jesus was fully 
human in every respect, and yet he never 
sinned.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 153-154 



16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.

ÅFollowing the description of Jesus as a 
compassionate high priest in the previous verse, 
the author now gives a secondŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ άLet us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
graceΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ 
14ςмр ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ άthenέΦ 
ÅWŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ όŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ 

the previous verse) invites us to intimacywith God 
ςin fact, it makesthat intimacy possible. 
Å¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ άÌÅÔ ÕÓȣ draw near έ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ŀ 

present tense form of the verb, indicating that 
drawing near to God constitutes an ongoing aspect
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΥ άƭŜǘ ǳǎ 
constantlyŘǊŀǿ ƴŜŀǊΦέ 

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 176



16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.

ÅUnder the old covenant the only person allowed into 
GodΩs presence was the high priest, who entered the 
Most Holy Place once a year on the Day of Atonement. 
ÅUnder that covenant the high-priestly offering on that 

day won forgivenessfor the people. Yet they were still 
locked out of the presence of Yahweh. 
ÅBut under JesusΩhigh priesthood, the people of God 

find a much better situation. 
ÅThey themselvesmay enter the very presence of God 

on a continualbasis, and can do so άwith confidenceέ 
τa word that can also be translated as άbold 
frankness,έ which in both Hellenistic Judaism and early 
Christian usage is related especially to the believerΩs 
approach to God in prayer.

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 176



16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.

ÅChristians, therefore, should draw near to God with 
unabashed openness since God alone is the true 
source of mercy and grace. 

ÅBecause of these provisions we can expect God will 
άhelp [us] in [our] time of need.έ 

ÅThe author may have in mind the trial of 
persecution being faced by his readers, a trial that 
was tempting them to reject GodΩs mercy in Christ. 

ÅThe author assures them that if they remain faithful 
to their confession and approach God through 
JesusΩ high-priestly work, God will come through 
with help in a timely fashion.

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 176



Outline of Hebrews
IV.JesusΩ Priesthood Is Better Than the 

Levitical Priesthood (4:14-10:18)
A. Jesus Is a Compassionate But Sinless High Priest 

(4:14ς16)

B. Jesus Was Appointed By God to Be Our High Priest 
(5:1-10)

C. Warning and Assurance (5:11-6:20)

D. Jesus Is a Priest After the Order of Melchizedek 
(7:1-28)

E. The New Covenant Is Better than the Old (8:1-13)

F. We Have a Better Sacrifice Under the New 
Covenant (9:1-10:18)



Jesus Was Appointed By God to 
Be Our High Priest (5:1-10)

1For every high priest chosen from among men 
is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation 
to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He 
can deal gently with the ignorant and 
wayward, since he himself is beset with 
weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to 
offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does 
for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this 
honor for himself, but only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. 



Jesus Was Appointed By God to 
Be Our High Priest (5:1-10)

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be 
made a high priest, but was appointed by 
him who said to him, 
΅9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÍÙ 3ÏÎȟ ÔÏÄÁÙ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÙÏÕȰ 
[Psalm  2:7b] 

6 as he says also in another place, 
"You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek." [Ps 110:4b]



Jesus Was Appointed By God to 
Be Our High Priest (5:1-10)

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. 9 And 
being made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10being 
designated by God a high priest after the order 
of Melchizedek. 



Jesus Was Appointed By God as the 
Perfect High Priest (5:1-10)

-High Level Overview -
ÅUniversalPrinciples of High Priesthood (5:1ς4)
ÅThese verses are axiomatic in that they draw on universally 

understood (within a biblical framework) principles related to 
the office of high priest. As such they do not address JesusΩ 
priesthood but rather the office of high priest as designed 
under the old covenant. The last of these principles shows that 
one becomes a high priest only by GodΩs appointment. 

ÅThe Appointment of Christas High Priest (5:5ς6)
ÅAs the next step in the discussion, verses 5ς6 proclaim that 

Christ has been appointedas high priest by God. This is shown 
by using two OT quotations: Psalm 2:7 and Psalm 110:4. 

ÅThe Path to ChristΩs Appointment (5:7ς10)
ÅThe unit concludes with a powerful treatment on what might 

be called the άpath of appointmentέ that the Son had to walk 
in order to qualify for being designated high priest by Godτa 
path of obedience to suffering and death.

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 186



1For every high priest chosen from among men is 
appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.

ÅThe author begins by explaining the concept of 
άhigh priestέ ŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Old Testament.

ÅIƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ άchosen from among menέ ŀƴŘ 
were appointed to represent human beings before 
DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ άgifts and sacrificesέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴǎΦ

ÅAn angel, for example, would not qualify for the 
office since it was restricted to human beings.

ÅHigh priests must be human beings since they are 
chosen to representhuman beings before God.

ÅIn other words they have a special privilege and 
responsibility to serve as mediatorsbetween 
human beings and God.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 157-158 



2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward , 
since he himself is beset with weakness.

ÅThis verse describes the solidarity of the high priest with 
human beings he represents before God.
ÅThe high priest does not belong to a different class of 

humanity.
ÅHe is able to relate and minister to those who are ignorant 

and led astray since he also was stained with sin.
Å¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊō άdeal gentlyέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ 

anger (at least ideally), since they themselves were sinners.
Å¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άignorantέ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

committed sins unintentionally (Lev 4:2, 13; 5:18; Num 
5:22-нфύ ŀƴŘ άwaywardέ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
things of God.
ÅDefiant sins are not included here, for such sins are 

equivalent to the apostasy against which the author warns, 
and makes clear there is no forgivenessfor such rebellion 
(see Num 15:30-31; Deut 17:12-13)

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 158-159 



2ȣhe himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he 
is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he 
does for those of the people.

ÅThe high priest is able to identify with those 
who sin, for he himself is άbeset with weaknessέ, 
which, as verse 3 indicates, includes his own 
sinfulness.

ÅTherefore he is required to make an offering  
bothάfor his own sinsέ and for the sins of the 
people.

ÅSo, the high priest is able to deal gently and 
compassionately with sinners since he shares 
the same human condition as they do.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 158-159 



4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was.

ÅThe author of Hebrews next proclaims that the 
office of high priest is not one for which a person 
can enlist; God himself confers the honor by 
appointment (e.g., Ex. 28:1; Lev. 8:1; Num. 16:5). 

ÅIn other words, the position of high priest 
derives from divine rather than humanauthority. 

ÅGod initiated the role of high priest, and any high 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ άcalled by Godέ ƛƴ 
order to be considered the authentic and 
authoritative representative for the people 
before God.

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 176



5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high 
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "You 
ÁÒÅ ÍÙ 3ÏÎȟ ÔÏÄÁÙ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÙÏÕȰ ɍ0ÓÁÌÍ  φȡϋÂɎ 

ÅWǳǎǘ ŀǎ !ŀǊƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ 
neither did Jesus.
ÅWŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƪ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƭǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ 

priest.
Å!ǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άappointedέ ōȅ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

words of Psalm 2 attest.
ÅThe humility of Jesus comes to the forefront here.
ÅIŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƪ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ όŎŦΦ 

John 8:50, 54), and God exalted him and appointed him 
as high priest because  rather than pursuing his own
honor, he sought the glory of God.
ÅFor proof that God anointed Jesus as high priest, the 

author appeals to Psalm 2, a verse that he cited in Heb 
мΥр ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΦ

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 160-161 



5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high 
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "You are 
my Son, today I have begotten youȰ [Psalm  2:7b] 

ÅItΩs a bit surprising that the author turns to Psalm 2:7, for 
the text says nothing about Jesus as priest; it emphasizes 
his kingshipinstead.
ÅThe author may have quoted Psalm 2:7 because Jesus is a 

priest-king like Melchizedek.
ÅIn other words, Jesus is a particular kind of priest, a priest 

who serves as king just as Melchizedek did.
ÅScholars have long discussed whenJesus became high 

priest, but the author of Hebrews doesnΩt tell us precisely 
when JesusΩ priestly ministry began.
ÅClearly JesusΩ obedience and earthly ministry were crucial 

for his priestly sacrifice and, it is certainly the case that 
Jesus, upon his exaltation, was installed as heavenly high 
priest.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 160-161 



6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek." [Ps 110:4b]

ÅHere we have the first mention of άMelchizedekέ in 
this letter.
ÅJesusΩ appointment as high priest is confirmed by 

Psalm 110:4, where David prophesies that the one 
who is his Lord (Psalm 110:1) is also a priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek.
ÅMelchizedek first appears in the biblical story in 

Gen 14:18-20 where Abraham gives him a tenth of 
the spoils won in battle and Melchizedek blesses 
him.
ÅMelchizedek then vanishes from the scene until his 

name suddenly appears in Psalm 110:4. In fact this 
is the only other text in the OT that mentionsthis 
mysterious and puzzling character.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 160-161 



6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, 
after the order of Melchizedek." [Ps 110:4b]

ÅWhen we consider the context of Psalm 110, it is clear 
that David prophesies about the coming future king, for 
he will sit at GodΩs right hand, ruling and reigning (110:1)
ÅHe will rule with his άscepterέ over his enemies (110:2)
ÅHe will crush and destroy his enemies (110:5-7).
ÅThe king is certainly a Davidic king, fulfilling the promise 

of a future Davidic ruler (cf. e.g., Psalm 89, 132).
ÅPsalm 110:4, however adds another dimension: The 

future ruler is not only a king, but he is also a priest, and 
yet not a priest in the line of Aaron. 
ÅJesusΩ priesthood stems from an entirely different order: 

he is a Melchizedekianking-priest.
ÅIn any case, the main point of this verse is that God 

appointedhim as a Melchizedekian priest. Jesus did not 
take that honor on himself.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 160-161 



7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death , and he was heard because of 
his reverence.

ÅwŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
conferred simply by virtue of his relationship to God, the 
path to appointment was one of suffering, obedience, 
and endurance. 
Å¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άin the days of his fleshέ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǘ 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
verses 7ς8 hints at a specificeventτWŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƎƻƴƛȊƛƴƎ 
ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 
Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36ς46; Mark 14:32ς42; Luke 
22:40ς46). 
ÅAlthough some commentators have found fault with 

linking this passage to the Gospel garden accounts, 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ άhim who was able to save him 
from deathέ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
cup of suffering to pass him by. 

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 189-190



7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears , to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of 
his reverence.

ÅWhile the outcome of Gethsemane may suggest that God 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ άƘŜŀǊέ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ DƻŘ ŘƛŘ άƘŜŀǊέ ƛǘΣ 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ {ƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘ 
submission through the resurrection. 
Å¢ƘŜ άloud cries and tearsέΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Gethsemane accounts, probably stem from one or more 
άǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜǊέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎΦ 
ÅBoth the psalms of righteous suffering and the 
DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ άreverenceέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άŦŜŀǊ 
όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜύ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǇƛŜǘȅΦέ 
Å¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΩǎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

posture of complete abandonmentǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 189-190



8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered. 9 And being made perfectȣ

ÅEven though he is GodΩs Son and has a special 
relationship with God, Jesus still had to learn 
obedience through his sufferings.

ÅThe word άlearnedέ suggests a process.

ÅThere is no suggestion that Jesus ever 
disobeyed (cf. 4:15; 7:26), as if he had to learn 
to obey because he disobeyed previously ςany 
more than saying that he became a άmerciful 
and faithful high priestέ (2:17) means he was 
formerly callous or faithless.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 164-165 



8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered. 9 And being made perfectȣ

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ IŜ άlearned 
obedienceέ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƭƛŦŜ Řŀȅ ōȅ ŘŀȅΦ Lƴ 
particular, he learned obedience in his sufferings.
ÅWhen suffering strikes, human beings are inclined  to do 

whatever it takes to avoid it. Jesus, however, learned how 
to trust God and do his will in the midst of his suffering.
Å[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ άmade perfectέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ
ÅAs we saw when we looked at a similar statement in Heb 

2:10, in the Greek OT (Septuagint), the word translated 
άperfectέ όteleioo) often signified the act of consecration
when a priest was ordained for the performance of his 
priestly duties (e.g., Ex 28:41; 29:9,29,33; Lev 16:32, etc.) 
ÅLƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ƙƛǎ 

death equipped and qualified him to serve as our high 
priest.

Schreiner, Thomas R. ςEvangelical Biblical Theology Commentary - Hebrews; pp. 164-165 



9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey him , 10 being designated by God 
a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.

ÅThese last two verses proclaim the happy result of the 
{ƻƴΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΥ IŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
άthe source of eternal salvationΦέ 

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
death on the cross, where our great high priest offered 
up himself as the sacrifice for sin. 

ÅFor it is only through his death on the cross that Christ 
ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ άsalvationέ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜΦ

ÅSalvation comes, however, to those whose lives are 
characterized by obedienceto him. 

ÅWǳǎǘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ άƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜέ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ 
he calls people to respond in obedience to his will. 

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 191



9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation to all who obey him , 10 being designated by God 
a high priest after the order of Melchizedek .

ÅJust as Jesus persevered, reverently conforming his 
will to that of the Father in spite of extreme 
suffering, so Christians are called to total obedience 
to GodΩs will; this call does not change ςeven when 
we experience suffering and persecution. 

ÅThis section concludes with the author reiterating 
that as a result of the SonΩs suffering, he has been 
appointed by God to fill the position of high priest 
άafter the order of Melchizedek.έ 

ÅThis final statement plays an important role as a 
transition to the discussion of Melchizedek 
beginning in Heb 7:1.

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; p. 191
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*Class Discussion Time
ÅOne of the issues that any sincere student of the Bible 

must grapple with is the degree to which there is 
continuity versus discontinuity between the new and old 
covenants. As we have seen, this is an issue that the 
author of Hebrews is particularly keen on addressing, since 
his audience is on the verge of throwing off their new 
covenant beliefs and, in the process, their commitment to 
Jesus himself.

ÅThe author of Hebrews shows high regard for the OT 
scriptures, citing them as the authoritative word of God. 
He also gives serious attention to OT instructions, such as 
we saw today in the principles governing the appointment 
and function of the OT high priest.



*Class Discussion Time
ÅBut at the same time, throughout this book, the author 

shows a stunning contrast between the old covenant, 
which anticipated its own obsolescence and the things of 
the new covenant which far outshine the old.

ÅToday at least two contrasts immerged:
ïThe old covenant high priest who had to offer sacrifices for his 

own sins versus Jesus, the new covenant high priest, who is 
utterly sinless

ïThe old covenant people who were locked out of access to GodΩs 
presence except for the high priest who represented them before 
God once a year on the Day of Atonement versus new covenant 
believers who are invited to enter the presence of God on a 
continual basis

ÅWere you struck by these contrasts as we examined the 
text today? Do you think we sometimes take for granted 
the privileges we have as new covenant believers?



*Class Discussion Time
ÅWhat motivates me in my pursuit of God? 

ÅLƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άDƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎƪΣέ /Φ {Φ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ 

ïThe ancient man approached God (or even the gods) as the 
accused person approaches his judge. For the modern man the 
roles are reversed. He is the judge: God is in the dock. He is quite 
a kindly judge: if God should have a reasonable defense for being 
the god who permits war, poverty and disease, he is ready to 
ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÉÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÒÉÁÌ ÍÁÙ ÅÖÅÎ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÃÑÕÉÔÔÁÌȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
important thing is that Man is on the Bench and God in the dock.

ÅThis does not represent the worldview of Hebrews. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀƴ 
something to us; it should constitute the motive for action 
in our lives. We must sit up and take notice of what God 
has said and its implications for our lives. 

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; 



*Class Discussion Time
ÅAs an appropriate application of Hebrews 5:1ς10, 

therefore, we might begin by reflecting on our current 
motivations for engaging in Christ-following. Why are you 
doing what you are doing? Is the fact that God has 
appointed Jesus to a position of honor in which we are 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ άƻōŜȅέ ƘƛƳ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
continuing in our commitment? Or are we more moved by 
ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ όŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ 
of Christianity)? 

Guthrie, George H. ςThe NIV Application Commentary - Hebrews; 


