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A Critique of Pseudo -Piety 
(Isaiah 58:1 -14)

ÅLƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
prophet Isaiah speaks to people who are very 
religious but are dissatisfied with DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ to 
their religious observances. 
ÅPut bluntly, the religious behavior that is critiqued 
here looks more Canaanite pagan worship than it 
does God-honoring biblical worship. 
ÅThe essence of pagan religion was for the 
worshippers  to pressure their gods to reward them 
for their good religious behavior. 
ÅWe see this kind of attitude reflected in verse 3, for 
example: 7ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÆÁÓÔȩ 7ÈÙ 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÐÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÈÕÍÂÌÅ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȩ 
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A Critique of Pseudo -Piety 
(Isaiah 58:1 -14)

Å¢ƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ǇǊƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άnation 
that does what is right έ όǾŜǊǎŜ нύΦ
ÅBut they were only doing ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ άrightέ ƛƴ 
hopes of obligating the LORD to give them what 
they wanted. 
ÅAnd then they were shocked and offended when 
ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎΗ 
ÅThe essence of true God-honoring religion, 
however, is that of a thankful response to God: 
ÅNot doing things to influence the LORD but doing 
them to obey him
ÅNot works looking for a reward but faith acting in 
obedience. 
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