
The Book of  Revelation
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, 

and He shall reign forever and ever.” (Revelation 11:15)
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Introduction to the Book of Revelation
• The Book of Revelation is one of the most remarkable writings you will ever 

read.

• Even if we set aside its status as part of the scripture, it stands as one of the 
most extraordinary works of literature ever written and deserves a place in 
any university course on world literature.

• Revelation draws deeply from the Old Testament and reflects ideas from first-
century culture and mythology. 

• It has a carefully designed structure, with themes that repeat, connect, and 
develop throughout the book. 

• It also uses numbers in highly creative and meaningful ways, and its powerful 
language and vivid images leave a lasting impression.

• Outside the Bible, there is really nothing else in human literature quite like it.

Ian Paul; Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary; Tyndale New Testament Commentaries



Introduction to the Book of Revelation
• Christians are often divided over the book of Revelation. 

• Some avoid it almost completely, except for a few familiar 
passages. 

• They are confused by its strange images—dragons, beasts, falling 
stars, and lakes of fire—much of which seems difficult to explain. 

• Because its symbolism feels unfamiliar and difficult, many conclude 
that the book cannot really be understood.

• On the other hand, there are some Christians who focus on 
Revelation more than any other biblical book. 

• They believe it provides detailed answers about the past, present 
world events, and the future.

Beeke, Joel R.; Revelation; The Lectio Continua Expository Commentary on the New Testament



Introduction to the Book of Revelation
• Between these two extremes, there is a better approach to 

Revelation. 

• The title of the book: The Revelation of Jesus Christ, shows the 
book’s purpose. 

• The word “revelation” (Greek apokalupsis) means an unveiling 
or uncovering. 

• Revelation is meant to reveal Jesus Christ, not to confuse 
readers. 

• It was written to be understood. 

• Although its imagery and many differing interpretations can be 
frustrating, the book is not meant to be mysterious or closed. 

• Instead, it invites careful study and thoughtful understanding.
Beeke, Joel R.; Revelation; The Lectio Continua Expository Commentary on the New Testament



Introduction to the Book of Revelation
• A major problem in the church today is that Revelation is often interpreted 

too narrowly, focusing almost entirely on future end-time events. 

• This has caused many people to miss its deeper message about the Christian 
life and faithful discipleship. 

• Revelation was written as a pastoral letter to real churches, meant not just 
to predict the future, but to encourage believers.

• Its central message is that God is still carrying out His purposes even in 
times of suffering, tragedy, or when evil seem to dominate. 

• Revelation proclaims God’s ultimate victory over all evil more clearly than 
any other New Testament book. 

• Because of this, it calls believers to remain faithful, endure hardship, and 
trust that their final reward is secure. 

• It urges Christians to worship and honor God, even when facing trials or 
pressure to follow the values of the world.

G. K. Beale and David H. Campbell, Revelation: A Shorter Commentary 2015



What Manner of Book Is This?
• Revelation, like most New Testament books, is written as a letter. 

• It has a normal letter opening: “John, to the seven churches in 
Asia” and a typical closing blessing: “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with all. Amen.”. 

• This shows it was originally written to real churches facing real 
situations. 

• Therefore, the first step in understanding Revelation is to ask 
how its first readers would have understood it – just as we do 
with other New Testament letters. 

• Only after that should we apply its message to today.

• However, Revelation is different from other letters in two 
important ways. 

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



What Manner of Book Is This?
• First, it clearly calls itself a prophecy. 

• In the New Testament, prophecy aims not only to predict the future, but 
to encourage, strengthen, and comfort believers (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:3). 

• Revelation does this partly by addressing the real conditions of the 
seven churches (chapters 2–3), calling on the faithful to persevere and 
the unfaithful to repent. 

• Revelation also predicts future events (chapters 4–22).

• Second, Revelation is written in “apocalyptic” style, a symbolic form of 
writing common in Jewish and Christian literature around John’s time 
but unfamiliar to modern readers. 

• This style of writing reveals spiritual truths about God, heaven, evil, and 
the future using vivid imagery and symbolism. 

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Ways Revelation Is Similar to Other Apocalyptic Writings

• Revelation shares several key features with other apocalyptic writings 
of its time: 

• First, angels often appear as guides and interpreters, explaining 
visions to the writer.

• Second, like other apocalyptic books, Revelation was written during a 
time of severe persecution. 

• Such writings are sometimes called “tracts for hard times” because 
they encourage believers facing suffering. 

• Revelation reflects this context: Christians were experiencing 
tribulation, martyrdom, and threats of further persecution. 

• A major theme of the book is that suffering will continue, but God will 
ultimately vindicate His people.

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Ways Revelation Is Similar to Other Apocalyptic Writings

• Third, Revelation uses vivid symbols and dramatic 
imagery—dragons, beasts, cosmic disasters, and 
symbolic cities—to portray the struggle between good 
and evil. 

• This symbolic style is typical of apocalyptic literature, 
where symbolism is the norm and literal 
interpretation is usually the exception. 

• Similar imagery appears in other Jewish writings, in 
certain Old Testament books (like Daniel and Ezekiel), 
and in Jesus’ teaching about the end times.

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Ways Revelation Is Similar to Other Apocalyptic Writings

• Finally, Revelation uses numbers symbolically. 

• The most evident of these is the number seven—the number of 
completeness or perfection (compare Deut. 28:7, 25; Ps. 12:6; 119:164; 
Prov. 9:1; 24:16). 

• In Revelation, there are seven churches, seven seals, seven trumpets, seven 
bowls, seven thunders, seven beatitudes, etc. 

• Fractions like one-third and multiples of twelve (24, 144,000) are also used 
in ways that transcend their value as mathematical units. 

• Also, it seems unwise to press for literal interpretations of time periods in 
many cases. 

• Very arguably, “1000 years” means “a very long time” (as in Ps. 90:4 and 2 
Pet. 3:8), contrasted with passages where “10 days” (2:10), “one hour” 
(17:12), and the indefinite “a little while” (20:3) would seem to convey the 
concept of a short time in equally nonspecific terms.

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Who Wrote it?
• The book of Revelation identifies its author simply as “John” four times  (1:1, 4, 

9; 22:8). 

• No person in the early church, other than the apostle, was so well-known as to 
be able to identify himself simply as “John” without additional identifying 
information.

• The earliest Christian writers—such as Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of 
Alexandria, and Tertullian—agreed that this John was the apostle John, the son 
of Zebedee, one of the twelve disciples and the “beloved disciple” of Jesus. 

• They also believed he wrote the Gospel of John and the three letters that bear 
his name.

• Later, some have questioned this. 

• Dionysius (AD 190-265) and Eusebius (AD 260-340) suggested the book might 
have been written by another John, sometimes called “the Presbyter John,” 
based on a confusing statement from an early writer named Papias (AD 60-130). 

• However, there is no strong proof for this alternative view.
Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Who Wrote it?
• A major reason some doubt apostolic authorship is the difference in the 

Greek writing style of Revelation compared to John’s other writings. 

• The Gospel of John is written in smooth, polished Greek, while Revelation’s 
Greek is rough and contains grammatical irregularities. 

• Some scholars argue that the same author could not have written both. 

• In response, defenders say John was described in Acts as “unschooled” and 
may have used a secretary for his Gospel but not for Revelation. 

• Others suggest the unusual style may reflect the urgency or intensity of 
recording powerful visions.

• Revelation also shares many themes and expressions with John’s other 
writings, such as calling Jesus “the Word” (Jn. 1:1-4 cf. Rev 19:13) and “the 
Lamb” (Jn 1:29,36 cf. Rev 5:12; 7:17; 12:11; 19:7; 21;23) speaking of 
overcoming (Jn 16:33, 1 Jn 5:4–5 cf. Rev. 2:7, 11) and referring to Satan being 
cast out (Jn. 12:31 cf. Rev 12:7-9). 

• For these reasons, it seems nearly certain that the apostle John is author.
Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



When Was It Written?
• To understand Revelation, it helps to know when it was written 

and what was happening at the time. 
• Most scholars agree it was written during a time of persecution, 

to encourage Christians who were suffering and even facing 
death. 
• The book assures them that God will judge their persecutors 

and reward the faithful.
• Altogether, there were ten emperors who are believed to have 

persecuted Christians. 
• Only two of them, however, did so within the lifetime of John—

namely:
• Nero who reigned from A.D. 54–68 
• Domitian who reigned from A.D. 81–96 

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



When Was It Written?
• Many scholars today claim Revelation was written at a later date 

(under Domitian). 

• They believe Revelation reflects emperor worship and empire-
wide persecution, which they associate more with Domitian. 

• They also argue that the spiritual decline in some churches 
suggests more time had passed since they were founded.

• The main external evidence cited for a late date for the book is a 
statement by Irenaeus, an early church father, who mentioned 
Domitian’s reign. However, his wording is unclear, and scholars 
disagree about what he meant.

• While many today favor the later date, I personally believe there 
is stronger support for the earlier date (under Nero), which I 
hope to demonstrate as we begin looking at the text itself.

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



When Was It Written?
• A straightforward reading of Revelation 11 seems to suggest that the 

Jerusalem temple, which was destroyed in A.D. 70, was still standing at the 
time revelation was written. 

• Those who oppose this view argue that the temple in Rev. 11 may be symbolic 
– or perhaps is describing a temple that will be rebuilt in the future.

• Another argument for an early date can be seen in Rev. 17:10, which speaks of 
seven kings: “five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come”. 

• If these are Roman emperors, the sixth would be Nero, suggesting the book 
was written during his reign. A further confirmation is often found in the 
identification of Nero with the number “666” (cf. Rev. 13:18).

• Many respected scholars, especially in the 1800s, supported this early date.

• In his book Before Jerusalem Fell, Dr. Kenneth Gentry lists over 130 notable 
scholars and commentators who have favored the early dating of Revelation

Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



To Whom Was It Written?
• John addressed the book of 

Revelation “to the seven 
churches that are in Asia”, 
namely Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea 
(Rev 1:4, 11, 20). 

• John had apparently been 
exiled from Ephesus to “the 
island called Patmos”, 
southwest of Ephesus, and it 
was there that he recorded 
his visions (Rev 1:9).

ESV Study Bible; Introduction to Revelation



Four Views of How to Interpret Revelation
• There are four main ways people interpret Revelation – based on how 

they understand the visions connect to each other and how those 
visions relate to events in history:

• Historicism sees Revelation as a prophecy of the whole course of 
history from the time of the apostle John until the end of the world. 
According to this view, the prophecies have been unfolding gradually 
for nearly two thousand years and are still being fulfilled today. This 
view was popular among the reformers and early Puritans – few hold 
this view today.

• Futurism teaches that most of the prophecies in Revelation have not 
happened yet and will be fulfilled in the future. Futurists usually 
believe that everything from chapter 4 onward describes events that 
will occur during a short period just before Christ returns. This is the 
most popular view of revelation today.

ESV Study Bible; Introduction to Revelation
Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



Four Views of How to Interpret Revelation
• Idealism does not try to match Revelation’s visions to specific historical 

events. Instead, it sees the book as a symbolic story about spiritual 
realities—especially the ongoing struggle between Christ and Satan, God’s 
people and evil powers, and the final victory of Christ and His followers. 
Fulfillment is understood either as spiritual or as something that happens 
repeatedly throughout history, rather than as one single future event.

• Preterism (from Latin praeteritum, “the thing that is past”) views the 
fulfillment of most of Revelation’s visions as having already occurred in 
the distant past, during the early years of the Christian church. Preterists 
think these events— either the destruction of Jerusalem or the decline 
and fall of the Roman Empire, or both— would “soon take place” (Rev. 
1:1; 22:6ff) only from the standpoint of John and the churches of Asia.

• Note: Full preterism which insists that every prophecy and promise in the 
NT was fulfilled by A.D. 70 is not a legitimate evangelical option, because 
it denies Jesus’ future bodily return and the physical resurrection of 
believers at the end of history.

ESV Study Bible; Introduction to Revelation
Steve Gregg, Revelation, Four Views: A Parallel Commentary



High Level Outline of the Book of Revelation
• Introduction (1:1-8) 
• Jesus Among the Seven Churches (1:9-20)
• Letters to the Seven Churches: (Chapters 2-3) 
• The Throne of God and the Lamb (Chapters 4-5) 
• Three Sets of Divine Judgments (6:1-16:21) 

• Seven Seals (6:1-17; 8:1) 
• Interlude: Sealing of the 144,000 (7:1-17) 
• Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:19) 
• Interlude: Persecution, Deliverance and Judgment (Chapters 12–14)
• Seven Bowls (Chapters 15–16) 

• The Fall of Babylon (17:1-19:10) 
• The Last Battle (19:11-20:15) 
• The Marriage of Heaven and Earth (21:1-22:5) 
• Epilogue (22:6-21) 



A Quick High-Level Summary of the Book of Daniel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w ; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nvVVcYD-0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpnIrbq2bKo


Class Discussion Time
• How many here (quick show of hands) believe that you already 

have a good graps of the book of Revelation? How many of you 
are looking forward to the explanations that I will be giving in 
the coming weeks?

• Do you have any personal leanings towards which date the book 
was written?
• During the reign of Nero from A.D. 54–68 
• During the reign of Domitian from A.D. 81–96 

• Which of the four views that I presented for how Revelation is 
commonly interpreted do you tend to lean towards?
• Historicism
• Futurism
• Preterism
• Idealism
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